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Dedicated to 
LORD SIVA 
The Consort of Uma, 
Gauri or Parvati, 
The Bestower of Eternal Bliss, 
Knowledge and Immortality 


SRI SWAMI SIVANANDA 


Born on the 8th September, 1887, in the illustrious family 
of Sage Appayya Dikshitar and several other renowned saints 
and savants, Sri Swami Sivananda had a natural flair for a life 
devoted to the study and practice of Vedanta. Added to this 
was an inborn eagerness to serve all and an innate feeling of 
unity with all mankind. 

His passion for service drew him to the medical career; 
and soon he gravitated to where he thought that his service 
was most needed. Malaya claimed him. He had earlier been 
editing a health journal and wrote extensively on health prob- 
lems. He discovered that people needed right knowledge most 
of all: dissemination of that knowledge he espoused as his own 
mission, 

it was divine dispensation and the blessing of God upon 
mankind that the doctor of body and mind renounced his career 
and took to a life of renunciation to qualify for ministering to the 
soul of man. He settled down at Rishikesh in 1924, practised in- 
tense austerities and shone as a great Yogi, saint, sage and 
Jivanmukta. 

In 1932 Swami Sivananda started the Sivanand- ashram. 
in 1936 was born The Divine Life Society. In 1948 the 
Yoga-Vedanta Forest Academy was organised. Dissemination 
of spiritual knowledge and training of people in Yoga and 
Vedanta were their aim and object. In 1950 Swamiji undertook 
a lightning tour of India and Ceylon. In 1953 Swamiji convened 
a ‘World Parliament of Religions’. Swamiji is the author of over 
300 volumes and has disciples all over the world, belonging to 
all nationalities, religions and creeds. To read Swamiji's works 
is to drink at the Fountain of Wisdom Supreme. On 14th July, 
1963 Swamiji entered Mahasamadhi. 


3% 
Blessed Aspirants, 


Lord Siva is the God of Love. His Grace is 
boundless. He is the Saviour and Guru. He is the 
Beloved of Uma. He is Satyam, Sivam, Subham, 
Sundaram, Kantam. He is the Supreme Light that 
shines in your heart. 


Meditate on His Form. Hear His Lilas. Repeat 
His Mantra ‘Om Namah Sivaya’. Study Siva 
Purana. Do His worship daily. Behold Him in all 
names and forms. He will bless you with His 


Vision. 


ovarni Sener 
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Chapter ! 
SIVA MANTRAS AND STOTRAS 


SIVA MANTRAS 
2. 32am: frara 


Om Namah Sivaya. 

Om is Sat-Chit-Ananda Para-Brahman. ‘Namah Sivaya’ 
means ‘Prostration to Lord Siva.’ This is the five-lettered 
formula or the Panchakshara-Mantra of Lord Siva. This is a 
very powerful Mantra which will bestow on the chanter the 
Highest Bliss of Existence. 


2. Se aeqeara taste Wereara atta 
dal Ge: Walearg | 


Om tatpurushaya vidmahe mahadevaya dheemahi- 

Tanno rudrah prachodayat. 

We comprehend (realise) that Celebrated Supreme Being 
(Purusha), and meditate upon that Great God, Mahadeva; may 
that Rudra impel us to do so. This is the Rudra Gayatri Mantra. 

3. & Mam sae ay yfeadaq | 

valent aerate Asgard | 

Om tryambakam yajamahe sugandhim pushtivardhanam; 

Urvarukamiva bandhananmrityormukshiya mamritat. 

| bow down to that three-eyed Lord Siva, who is full of 
sweet fragrance, who nourishes the human beings. May He 
free me from the bondage of Samsara and death, just as a ripe 


cucumber fruit is separated from the creeper. May | be fixed in 
Immortality! This is the Maha-Mrityunjaya Mantra. 


L7 
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SIVA-PANCHAKSHARA-STOTRAM 


ATEN ACA ASAE AeA 
Preara gpg ferranra wet Tea AA: Fears 


Salutations to the ashes-clad, three-eyed Lord, embodied 
as the first letter Na, who is pure, nude and eternal and whose 
garland is the lord of serpents. 


Taltedeterrasaatda Taya aT aA | 
Tanager eras AH Hea Ta: Faraz 


| bow to Him, embodied as Makara, who is adorned with 
innumerable divine flowers as Mandara and the like, who is the 
Sovereign King of the Pramatha Ganas and whose body is 
anointed with the holy waters of the celestial Ganga. 


frrava hitaeanta-qale easter yaa 
oft Tieranvara Fazer aes Breanra Aa: Trarai3i| 


To the blue-necked Lord, embodied as the letter Si, the 
destroyer of Daksha’s sacrifice and the resplendent Sun of 
Gauri's lotus-face, whose banner bears the emblem of a bull, 
may our salutations be. 


afirespreaigattanreya racaistaa gana 
UarhaaMtearas Tet Gea aa: Praraii¥i! 


| prostrate before the God of gods, embodied as Vakara, 
whose eyes are sun, moon and the fire and whom the gods and 
the great sages like Vasishtha, Agastya and Gautama, ever 
pray and worship. 


AAAS Ween TAHee GATAATAl 
faoora 2ara farrarra wet gear aa: rare! 


Prostrations to that Ancient Naked Gog, embodied as the 
letter Ya, the Yaksha incarnate, whose hairs are long and 
matted and who holds Pinaka in His hand. 


usantie qua a: wéfesaataet 
Rractanarcaita Sraa ae Areal 
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Whoever repeats this prayer, composed with the five holy 
letters before Lord Siva, attains that supreme abode of His and 
enjoys there with Him in eternal bliss. 


SIVA-SHADAKSHARA-STOTRAM 
Sean fa-qda faa carats af: | 
HIMES Ales Va SoH AAT AAI 


May our salutations ever be unto Omkara upon which the 
Yogins fix their minds constantly in deep meditations and which 
Satiates all desires and sanctions eternal salvation. 


aad Baal Sar AACA TOT: | 
AU Adie Sag ASNT AAT AA: 121 


The mortals and the sages, the gods and the bands of 
Apsaras bow to the Supreme Lord, who embodied as Nakara, 
we salute again. 


Heled Wea AeA UTAUT | 
ARNTaL Ca AAT AAT AA: 1131 


To that Great Effulgent Being, embodied as Makara, who 
is the Transcendent Self, the destroyer of multifarious sins and 
the Supreme Object of worship and meditation, we salute ever 
and ever again. 


fara yd Werarel Tree | 

Rranence Pret rears Fat AA: eI 

To the all-auspicious and all-powerful Lord of the uni- 
verse, embodied as the letter Si, who bestows peace and pros- 


perity upon the world and who is One and Eternal, may our 
salutations always be. 


ated JIU Wea arate: Hvsyqury| 
ala SRRA Sa GNA AAT AAAI 


Who wears Sakti on the left hand and who has a bull to 
ride on and the serpent king Vasuki to garland, to Him embod- 
ied as Vakara we salute again and again. 
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aa aa feat ta: dead wea: | 
Tl We: Waa AHN Tat AAI 


To the all-pervading Mahesvara, embodied as the letter 
Ya, God with a form and without, who is the preceptor of the 
shining ones, wherever He may be, may our salutations be. 


asad Hila a: Udhesadhat 
Practeararcaita ras ae Areal lol! 


Whoever repeats this prayer, composed with the five let- 
ters, ‘Namah Sivaya’ before Lord Siva, enjoys Supreme Bliss in 
His Eternal Abode. 


LINGA-ASHTAKAM 
aermunguirda fers Paeartramittaterral 
Wars afaarorenfersy aeroranta warfare el 
| bow before that Sadasivalinga, which is adored by 
Brahma, Vishnu and the other gods, which is praised by pure 


and holy speeches and which destroys the cycle of births and 
deaths. 


eanfamauteda fers arse HeUTaNteszal 
Tauredfaargaters aeons aartsratersai 2 
| bow before that Sadasivalinga, the destroyer of Cupid, 


which the Devas and the sages worship, which is infinitely 
compassionate and which subdued the pride of Ravana. 


aaanragqeradies Gregan | 
Rraureratsateasy cero wartsratersa 31 


| bow before that Sadasivalinga, which is lavishly smeared 
with variegated perfumes and scents, which elevates the 
power of thought and enkindles the light of discrimination, and 
which the Siddhas, the Suras and the Asuras prostrate before. 


aranemfeyfaatears witratra tamara 
aaqualaamters aeons aerators yi 
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| bow before that Sadasivalinga, the destroyer of 
Daksha's sacrifice, which is decorated with various ornaments, 
Studded with different gems and rubies and which glows with 
the serpent lord coiled around. 


Ppraaeiidiers Teaengvaesa 
alaaarataareratets AUT Aearhsra rere aN eI 
| bow before that Sadasivalinga, which is smeared with 


saffron and sandal-paste, which is fair with lotus-gariands, and 
which extirpates the multitude of all accumulated sins. 


raronidatadiearsy aadkainae fara 
ferentnlienarentters aerorarhey werisra ters an al 
| bow before that Sadasivalinga which is worshipped by 


the multitude of gods with genuine thoughts full of faith and de- 
votion and whose splendour is like that of million suns. 


Heatahawedtets Hay easy! 
aeahataattraters aru aarsratersaiiiol | 
| bow before that Sadasivalinga destructive of all poverty 


in its eight aspects, which is the cause of all creation and which 
stands on the eight Dalas. 


TOT AT aes Teagan 
Cea UAT fers TeoTaTs aarsrafers aici 

| bow before that Sadasivalinga which is the Transcen- 
dent Being and the Supreme Self, worshipped by all Suras with 
their priest ahead, with innumerable flowers from the celestial 
gardens. 


ferqTenieg qua a: udfesa afaeit 
Practtanarciifa Rraa aenteaisil 


Whoever repeats these eight Slokas, praising Sivalinga in 
the presence of Lord Siva, attains that Supreme Abode of Siva 
and enjoys there with Him everlasting Bliss and Beatitude. 
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ARDHANARI-NATESVARA-STOTRAM 
DIP ORI DRTC AOE CUI DRINEC 1D | 
afatectnra a aerena aA: Prara a an: Prarie 


1. To Her whose body shines as bright as polished gold, to 
Him whose body shines as brilliant as white camphor, to Her 
with a fitting head-dress and to Him with matted locks, to Gauri 
and Lord Siva may our prostrations be. 


aeitaprataas franagontaratarara| 
Fae fare aa: Bra a aa: Brava 

2. To Her of body smeared with musk and saffron, to Him 
of body smeared with ashes of the crematorium, to Her who ra- 
diates love through Her beauty, to Him who destroyed the god 


of love (Kamadeva), to Gauri and Lord Siva may our prostra- 
tions be. 


DAHA SUT PeaeHuA aaa 
eargera yarigera an: rad a aa: Brarai3it 


3. To Her adorned with tinkling beautiful anklets, to Him 
adorned with snake-anklets circled round His lotus-feet, to Her 
shining with golden bracelets, and to Him with snake-bracelets, 
to Gauri and Lord Siva may our prostrations be. 


faaientioicectaara faassen 
aura fasiaora aa: Brava a aa: raraiivil 


4. To Her with eyes as broad as the petals of the blue lotus 
(Nilotpala), to Him with eyes as broad as the petals of the fully 
blossomed lotus, to Her with an even number of eyes (two), to 
Him with an odd number of eyes (three), to Gauri and Lord Siva 
may our prostrations be. 


TRA eahletd etch HOTA Sede | 
Farrar a ferrarra an: Brava a aa: Braraisii 


5. To Her whose hair is decorated with garlands of 
sweet-smelling divine flowers, to Him whose neck is adorned 
with a garland of skulls, to Her decorated with excellent divine 
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garments, to Him clad with eight quarters, to Gauri and Lord 
Siva may our prostrations be. 


MMA a seqaraaaeenwa| 
fitted RRacada aa: rad a aH: Brava 


6. To Her with hair as dark as the fresh rain clouds, to Him 
with matted hair resembling the colour of lightning, to Her who 
is the Supreme Goddess of the Mountains (Himalayas), to Him 
who is the Lord of the entire universe, to Gauri and Lord Siva 
may our prostrations be. 


WAGE aaa AAA EAST 
Wraret wreata an: Brat a aa: Braraiii 


7. To Her whose dance marks the creation of the world, to 
Him whose dance indicates the total destruction of everything 
in this world, to Her who is the World-Mother and to Him who is 
the Father of this universe, to Gauri and Siva may our prostra- 
tions be. 


TAA SAA HUSAS VAST TATU 
frartaart a fraraara aa: frara a aa: Braraicis 


8. To Her with bright shining ear-rings of gems, to Him who 
wears the great serpent as an ornament, to Her who is ever 
united with Lord Siva, to Him who is ever in union with Gauri, to 
Gauri and Lord Siva may our prostrations be. 


SIVA-KAVACHAM 


Rishi Rishabha spoke to the prince: 

Om! My Salutations unto Lord Neelakantha, the Beloved 
of Uma, the three-eyed and thousand-armed Sambhu, who 
destroys the enemies by His mighty valour! 

| now, for your good, reveal the supreme secret of all 
penances, possessing which you will be ever successful, 
redeemed from all sins and pains. 

After adoring the Omnipresent Lord, | declare the esoteric 
truth of Siva-Kavacha, for the weal and welfare of the human 
beings. 
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Having seated himself in composure, in a sacred place, 
one should contemplate upon the Imperishable Siva, with all 
his senses subdued and Pranas controlled. 

He is to meditate upon the Subtle and Infinite, having 
installed Him in the lotus of the heart, who is all-pervading and 
beyond the senses. 

Having disentangled himself from the bond of actions, by 
constant meditation and merging wholly in the Supreme Bliss, 
and with his heart ever intent on the Shadakshara, “Om Namah 
Sivaya", he is to protect himself thus wearing the armour of 
Siva (Siva-Kavacha). 

May that Supreme Divinity raise me from the dark fathom- 
less well of Samsara, and may His glorious name destroy my 
sins in their totality. 

May He render me free from all fears in all places, who 
exists in all forms, who is all-blissful, who is smaller than the 
smallest and is possessed of Mighty Power. 

May the eightfold form of Siva who supports the universe 
as earth, protect me from all earthly ailments, and may He who 
gives life to humanity as water, remove all my fears from water. 

May the Kaala Rudra, who having burnt the worlds at the 
end of Kalpa, engages Himself in Tandava, rescue me from all 
troubles from wild conflagrations and wind. 

May He, the four-headed Trinayana, who is resplendent 
like lightning and gold, look after me in the East, and He who 
holds axe, Veda, hook, noose, trident and rosary in His hands, 
whose colour is dark and glossy as the raining clouds, in the 
South. 

| adore Him who is pure and spotless as jasmine, moon, 
conch and crystal, who bears the Vedas and rosary in His 
hands, as the emblems of bestowing boons and fearlessness, 
for my safety in the West; and Him who shines like the filament 
of a blossoming lotus, in the North. 

May the five-faced Isvara, who is white and transparent as 
the crystal, who holds hook, noose, hatchet, skull, drum and tri- 
dent in His hands and also the Vedas and a rosary as the token 
of security, protect me above. 

| pray to Lord Chandramauli to take care of my head, 
Phalanetra to look after my forehead, and Him, the destroyer of 
lust, for the protection of my eyes. 
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| worship Visvanatha, who is renowned in Vedas and who 
holds a skull in His hand to keep my nose, ears and skull, safe 
and sound. 

The five-faced Lord, whose tongue is the very Vedas, may 
protect my face and tongue; the blue-necked One who holds 
Pinaka in His hands may protect my throat and my hands. 

May the Lord, the destroyer of the sacrifice of Daksha, 
whose arms are the very embodiment of Dharma, guard my 
chest and arms against all dangers and evils. 

May my hip, waist, stomach, navel, be in the care of 
Dhurjati, the destroyer of Cupid, and who holds the mountain 
as His bow. 

| leave my thighs, knees and feet to His grace who is all 
graceful. 

In the first watch of the day, may Mahesa be my protector: 
in the second, Vamadeva; Trilochana in the third and 
Vrishaketu in the fourth. 

Sasisekara may keep me from all the evils in the evening, 
Gangadhara during midnight, Gauripati at dawn and 
Mrityunjaya at all times. 

May Sankara be my protector when | am in, Sthanu, when 
| am out, Pasupati in the intermediate region and Sadasiva in 
all places. 

May He, who is known by the Vedas, be my saviour when 
sitting, the Lord of the Pramathas while walking and the 
Sovereign Ruler of the universe while at rest. 


May Nilakantha, the formidable foe of the three cities, 
dispel my fears and dangers while on the way, and amidst 
impassable mountainous peaks and valleys. 


May the All-powerful Almighty save me from the cruel 
clutches of the wild animals, while journeying through thick 
forests. 

| offer my hearty prayers to Lord Virabhadra who is as 
fierce as Yama at the end of Kalpa and whose terrible laughter 
causes the worlds to tremble, for destroying my fears in 
crossing the terrible ocean of formidable foes. 

| worship the Lord, to destroy the fearful hosts of the 
enemy armies, arrayed against with the four divisions, infantry, 
cavalry, chariots and elephants with the sharp and ferocious 
edge of his sword. 
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May the blazing fire emitted by the trident of the Lord, re- 
duce the desperadoes to ashes and His bow, Pinaka, frighten 
the wild beasts such as tigers, lions and bears. 

May He protect me from all evils arising from inauspicious 
dreams and omens, from all mental and bodily agonies, and 
from all the calamities of different types. 

| bow down to that Lord Sadasiva, who is that Supreme 
Truth, who is the very form of holy hymns and sacred rites, who 
is beyond all knowledge and truth, who is the incarnation of 
Brahma and Rudra, whose very eyes are the sun, moon and 
fire, who has a body smeared with white holy ashes, who wears 
a crown and artless jewellery, studded with various gems and 
diamonds, who is the creator, sustainer and destroyer of the 
whole universe, who destroyed Daksha's sacrifice, who kills 
the tide of time, who resides alone in Muladhara, who tran- 
scends the categories of knowledge, upon whose head the 
holy Ganga makes her permanent abode, who is immanent in 
all beings, who possesses the six qualities, who is the truth and 
essence of philosophy, who is the means to attain the three 
Vargas (Dharma, Artha and Kama), who is the Lord of the 
worlds, who wears the eight serpent-kings round His neck and 
who is the very form of Pranava. 

| adore Him who is the embodiment of consciousness, 
whose form is of ether and the directions, who wears the neck- 
lace of stars and planets, who is pure and spotless, who is the 
preceptor of all the worlds, who is the Supreme Witness of the 
whole universe, who is the Supreme Secret of all Vedas, who 
transcends all philosophy, who bestows boons upon all His 
devotees and who showers mercy upon the poor and ignorant. 


| pray to the all-merciful Lord who is ever pure and 
all-blissful, who is free from all lust, greed and sorrow, who is 
bereft of all flaws and qualities, who is devoid of desire, dis- 
ease, ego and attachment, who is all-pervading, endless and 
eternal, who is beyond the chains of causes and effects, in 
whom all pains and pleasures, pride, power and pomp, fears 
and dangers, sins and sufferings sink and die. 

| worship Him, who is the embodiment of Pure Conscious- 
ness, in whom doubts are dried and actions cease, who is be- 
yond all change, time and destruction, who is full, pure, mute 
and eternal, who is Satchidananda (Existence-Absolute, 
Knowledge-Absolute and Bliss- Absolute), who is the incom- 
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municable peace personified, who is all-effulgence and efful- 
gence embodied, who is the beneficent One, the radiant vision 
of Infinite Beauty and Beatitude. O my Lord! Victory on Thee. 
Thou art the incarnation of Rudra, Raudra and Bhadra. Thou 
art that Mahabhairava, Kalabhairava. Thy garlands are the 
necklaces of skulls and Thou holdest the divine weapons 
Khatvanga, sword, skin (Charma), noose, hook, drum, trident, 
bow, arrow, club, Sakti (a weapon) and the like in Thy hands. O 
thousand-faced God! Thou art fearful to look at with Thy terrible 
teeth and Thy pealing laughter pierces through all the worlds. 
Serpents are Thy ear-rings, Thy garlands and bracelets. Thou 
wearest elephant-skin on Thy body. Thou art the conqueror of 
death, the destroyer of the three cities, O three-eyed God! 

Thou art all-existent, Immanence of things, Essence of 
Peace, and the Supreme Bliss and Silence, O Sambhu! Thou 
art verily the Brahman of Veda and Vedanta. Thou art all-per- 
vading, ancient and eternal. Save me, my Lord! Dispel my fears 
from unnatural death and dangers, destroy my enemies, with 
Thy trident and chop them off with the edge of Thy sword. 
Frighten the bands of Betala, Kushmanda and the like with the 
bow and arrows. Save me from falling into the pit of fearful hell 
and render me free and fearless. Cover me with Thy armour 
and protect me always. | am poor, meek, humble and helpless. 
| dedicate all at Thy feet and leave myself at Thy disposal. Thou 
art my only prop and saviour. O Lord Sadasiva! Mrityunjaya! 
Tryambaka! Salutations to Thee again and again. 

Rishabha spoke: In this manner, | have unfolded the su- 
preme secret of Siva-Kavacha which grants every boon and 
gratifies all desires and which relieves one from all pains and 
sufferings. 

Always, one clad in this (Armour of Siva), is free from all 
fears, all dangers and downfall, by His divine Grace. 

One, released from chronic diseases and premature 
death, enjoys long life and Eternal Bliss. 

This Armour (of Siva) strikes at the root of evil and 
elevates one to the lofty heights of peace and prosperity. 

One, in the end, redeemed from all sins and obstacles, 
attains the blissful seat of salvation by its mighty power. 

Therefore my boy! Wear this presented by me with full 
faith, by which you will be very happy. 
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Suta said: Having spoken thus, sage Rishabha gave the 
prince a big conch, a mighty sword with which he would be able 
to conquer his enemies in no time. 

Then he sprinkled some holy ashes on his body and gave 
the magnetic touch which rendered him capable of feeling the 
strength of twelve thousand elephants. 

Having obtained such strength, power and courage, the 
prince shone with the glory of the autumn sun! 

The Sage again told him: This sword given by me is puri- 
fied by sacred Mantras, by whose mere sight, the enemy will 
become lifeless. Death itself will be terrified and take to his 
heels. 

Hearing the thundering sound of this conch, the enemies 
will fall down unconscious, with their weapons cast aside. 

These are the two Instruments which will destroy the op- 
posing armies and encourage your own. 

Clad in Siva's Armour, you will destroy your enemies with 
these two divine weapons. You will obtain your ancestral king- 
dom and become the sovereign ruler of this earth. 

Consoling him thus, with all his blessings, the Sage after 
receiving due respects and honours, departed. 


SARVALINGA STAVA 


O Omkaresvara, Umamahesvara, 
Ramesvara, Tryambakesvara, 
Mahabalesvara, Mahakalesvara, Muktesvara, 
Om Namah Sivaya. 


O Jambukesvara, Kalahastisvara, 
Tarakesvara, Paramesvara, 
Narmadesvara, Nagesvara, Nanjundesvara, 
Om Namah Sivaya. 


O Ardhanarisvara, Kapalisvara, 

Brihadisvara, Bhuvanesvara, Kumbhesvara, 
Vriddhachalesvara, Ekambaresvara, Om Namah Sivaya. 
O Kailasapate, Pasupate, 

Gauripate, Parvatipate, 

Umapate, Sivakamipate, Om Namah Sivaya. 
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O Visvesa, Tyagesa, Sarvesa, 
Sundaresa, Mahesa, Jagadisa, 
Ghusrunesa, Matribhutesa, 


O Kailasanatha, Kashinatha, 
Kedaranatha, Muktinatha, 
Amaranatha, Pasupatinatha, 


O Kasi Visvanatha, Kanchinatha, 
Somanatha, Baijnatha, Vaidyanatha, 
Tunganatha, Trilokinatha, 


O Kalabhairava, Tripurantaka, 
Nilalohita, Haro Hara, 
Siva, Sambho, Sankara, Sadasiva, 


O Mahadeva, Mahakala, 
Nilakantha, Nataraja, Chandrasekhara, 
Chidambaresa, Papavimochaka, 


O Halasyasundara, Minakshisundara, 
Kalyanasundara, Kadambavanasundara, 
Srisaila-vasa, Virabhadra, 


O Gauri Sankara, Gangadhara, 
Dakshinamurte, Mrityunjaya, 
Om Namo Bhagavate Rudraya, 
O Vaikkatappa, Tiruvoniappa, 
Chittambala, Ponnambala, 
Chitsabhesa, Chidambaresa, 


O Kamadahana, Brahmasiraschheda, 
Kurma-Matsya-Varaha-Svarupa, 
Virabhairava, Vrishabharudha, 


O Kalantaka, Mallikarjuna, 
Arunachala, Nandivahana, 
Bhikshadana, Bhaktarakshaka, 


O Bhimasankara, Bhasmadhara, 
Pannagabhushana, Pinakadhari, 
Trilochana, Trisulapane, 


Who can describe Thy glory O Hara! 
Even Sruti says Neti Neti, 

Thou art Supreme Brahman, 

Thou art full of auspicious qualities, 


Om Namah Sivaya. 


Om Namah Sivaya. 


Om Namah Sivaya. 


Om Namah Sivaya. 


Om Namah Sivaya. 


Om Namah Sivaya. 


Om Namah Sivaya. 


Om Namah Sivaya. 


Om Namah Sivaya. 


Om Namah Sivaya. 


Om Namah Sivaya. 


Om Namah Sivaya. 
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O Destroyer of Tripuras, 

My silent adorations unto Thee, 

Thou art Rudra, the destroyer, 

Thou art bestower of Immortality, Om Namah Sivaya. 


Thy vehicle is the bull, 

Tiger-skin is Thy garment, 

Trident, Damaru, Axe, 

Are Thy instruments, Om Namah Sivaya. 


Snake is Thy ornament, 

You are besmeared with ashes, 

Ganga flows from Thy head. 

Moon is Thy Chudamani, Om Namah Sivaya. 


You incarnated as Dakshinamurti, 

To initiate Sanaka, Sanandana, 

Into the mysteries of Brahma Jnana, 

Through silence and Chin: audra, Om Namah Sivaya. 


Thy form speaks of renunciation, 

Thou art embodiment of knowicdge, 

Thou art famous for Nritya, 

Agada Bhum is Thy song, Om Namah Sivaya. 


You assumed the form of light, 

Brahma and Vishnu failed 

To measure Thee, 

Thou art Infinity and Eternity, Om Namah Sivaya. 


You saved Markandeya, Manikkavasakar, 

You blessed Kannappa, Tirunavukkarasu, 
Tirujnanasambandhar, Sundarar, 

Appar and Pattinathadiyar, Om Namah Sivaya. 


Thou art ocean of mercy, 

Thou art giver of boons, 

You blessed Arjuna and Bana, 

You swallowed the poison, 

And saved the worid. Om Namah Sivaya. 
You destroyed the Cupid, 

Thou art the Father 

Of Ganesa and Subrahmanya, 

You cut the head of proud Daksha, Om Namah Sivaya. 
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Tripurasundari, Rajarajesvari, 

Gauri, Chandi, Chamundi, 

Durga, Annapurna, 

Are Thy Saktis, Om Namah Sivaya. 


Thy garland is strung of skulls, 

Thy matted lock is the abode for Ganga, 

Thou dwellest in the cremation ground, 

Thy form is terrible, Thou art Mahakala, 

Thou art Death unto death itself, Om Namah Sivaya. 


Thou art the greatest Devotee of Hari, 
Thou wearest in Thy head the Ganga, 
Which flows from Hari's feet, 
You initiate the Rama Taraka Mantra at Banares, 
Om Namah Sivaya. 


Lord Rama worshipped Thee alone at Ramesvar, 

You existed in sound as Sadasiva, 

In the heart as Atmalinga, 

In the Vedas as Pranava, Om Namah Sivaya. 


O Hara! O Lord! O Siva! 

Prostrations unto Thee again and again, 

Let me remember Thee always, 

Let me ever dwell in Thee, Om Namah Sivaya. 


Make me desireless, fearless and ‘I’ less, 

Let me ever repeat Thy five letters, 

Let me behold Thee everywhere, 

Let me merge in Thee for ever, Om Namah Sivaya. 


He who sings or repeats or hears this Sarvalinga Stava 
Morning and evening with faith, devotion and Bhava, 
Will be freed from all sins and diseases, 

Will attain son, wealth, prosperity, Bhakti, Bhukti, Mukti. 


ATTRIBUTES OF SIVA 


1. Advaita, Akhanda, Akarta, Abhokta, 
Asanga, Asakta, Nirguna, Nirlipta, 
Chidanandarupah Sivoham Sivoham. 
Non-dual, indivisible, non-doer, non-enjoyer, 
Unattached, without qualities, 
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| am Siva (auspiciousness), 
| am Siva of the form of knowledge and Diiss. 


. Avyakta, Ananta, Amrita, Ananda, 


Achala, Amala, Akshara, Avyaya, 

Chidanandarupah Sivoham Sivoham. 

Unmanifested, endless, immortal, bliss, 

Immovable, without impurities, imperishable, 
inexhaustible, 

| am Siva, | am Siva of the form of knowledge and bliss. 


. Asabda, Asparsa, Arupa, Agandha, 


Aprana, Amana, Alindriya, Adrisya, 

Chidanandarupah Sivoham Sivoham. 

Soundless, touchless, smell-less, formless, 

Without Prana, without mind, without senses, unseen, 

| am Siva, | am Siva of the form of knowledge and bliss. 


. Satyam, Sivam, Subham, Sundaram, Kantam, 


Sat-chit-ananda, Sampurna, Sukha, Santam, 

Chidanandarupah Sivoham Sivoham. 

Truth, auspiciousness, good, beautiful, resplendent, 

Existence-knowledge-bliss, all-full, pure happiness, 
peaceful. 

| am Siva, | am Siva of the form of knowledge and bliss. 


. Chetana, Chaitanya, Chidghana, Chinmaya, 


Chidakasa, Chinmatra, Sanmantra, Tanmaya, 
Chidanandarupah Sivoham Sivoham. 

Consciousness, mass of knowledge, full of knowledge, 
All-pervading like ether, consciousness alone, full of That, 
| am Siva, | am Siva of the form of knowledge and bliss. 


. Amala, Vimala, Nirmala, Achala, 


Avangmanogochara, Akshara, Nischala, 
Chidanandarupah Sivoham Sivoham. 
Pure, stainless, immovable, 
Beyond the reach of mind and speech, 
imperishable, steady, 
| am Siva, | am Siva of the form of knowledge and bliss. 


10. 


11. 


12. 
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. Nitya, Nirupadhika, Niratisaya Ananda, 


Nirakara, Hrimkara, Omkara, Kutastha, 
Chidanandarupah Sivoham Sivoham. 

Eternal, without attributes, supreme bliss, 

Without form, Hrim and Om (Pranava), rock-seated Self, 
| am Siva, | am Siva of the form of knowledge and bliss. 


. Purna, Para Brahma, Prajnana Ananda, 


Sakshi, Drashta, Turiya, Viinana Ananda, 
Chidanandarupah Sivoham Sivoham. 

All-full, Paramatman, knowledge and bliss, 

Witness, Seer, the fourth state, Self-knowledge, bliss. 

| am Siva, | am Siva of the form of knowledge and bliss. 


. Satyam, Jnanam, Anantam, Anandam, 


Sat-chit-ananda, Svayam Jyoti Prakasam, 
Chidanandarupah Sivoham Sivoham. 

Truth, knowledge, endless, bliss, 
Existence-knowledge-bliss, self-luminous, 

| am Siva, | am’Siva of the form of knowledge and bliss. 


Kaivalya, Kevala, Kutastha, Brahma, 

Suddha, Siddha, Buddha, Sat-chit-ananda, 
Chidanandarupah Sivoham Sivoham. 

Immortality, alone, changeless, Self, 

Pure, perfect, illumined, existence-knowledge-bliss, 

| am Siva, | am Siva of the form of knowledge and bliss. 


Nirdosha, Nirmala, Vimala, Niranjana, 

Nitya, Nirakara, Nirguna, Nirvikalpa, 

Chidanandarupah Sivoham Sivoham. 

Without defects, pure, spotless, 

Eternal, formless, without qualities, superconsciousness, 
| am Siva, | am Siva of the form of knowledge and bliss. 


Atman, Brahma Svarupa, Chaitanya-Purusha, 
Tejomaya, Ananda, ‘Tat-Tvam-Asi’ Lakshya, 
Chidanandarupah Sivoham Sivoham. 

Self, Supreme Self, consciousness, 

Full of light, bliss, that which is indicated by 
‘Tat-Tvam-Asi—Thou art That’. 

| am Siva, | am Siva of the form of knowledge and bliss. 
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13. ‘Soham’, ‘Sivoham’, ‘Aham-Brahma-Asmi’ Mahavakya, 
Suddha, Sat-chit-ananda, Purna Para Brahma, 
Chidanandarupah Sivoham Sivoham. 

‘lam He’, ‘| am Siva’, ‘l am Brahman’, 
Pure, existence-knowledge-bliss, all-full Self, 
| am Siva, | am Siva of the form of knowledge and bliss. 


THE SUBLIME VISION 


The adorable Lord of all bliss, all love, all mercy, 
The supreme light that shines in my heart, 

The Lord who fed Sambandhar and Appar, 

Him | saw at the abode of Rishis. 


The Great Ancient, the Goal of Yogis, 

The Supreme Purusha that dwells in the Puri, 
The Adi Deva, whom the Vedas sing of, 

Him | saw at the abode of Rishis. 


The pillar of light which baffled Brahma and Vishnu, 
The ocean of mercy who saved Markandeya, 

The Lord of Madurai whom the Pandya beat, 

Him | saw at the abode of Rishis. 


The Supreme Teacher who taught the four, 

The Adi Deva who has asssumed the five, 
Parama, Vyuha, Vibhava, Archa and Antaryamin, 
Him | saw at the abode of Rishis. 


The Lord who pervades the universe, 
The thread-soul, the Sutratman, 

The over-soul, the purport of Srutis, 
Him | saw at the abode of Rishis. 


The effulgence who is above the Three, 
Who exists even after the Pralaya, 
Who saved Kannappa and Sundarar, 
Him | saw at the abode of Rishis. 


He who drank the poison and saved the world, 
He who danced at Chidambaram, 
He who shines as the Jyotirlinga, 
Him | saw at the abode of Rishis. 
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He who brought the jackal-horses to Pandya, 
He who gave pearl-palanquin to Sambandhar, 
He who is the essence of Panchakshara, 

Him | saw at the abode of Rishis. 


He who dwells in Banares and Vedas, 
In Ramesvar, Arunachal and Kanchi, 
In the hearts of all beings, 

Him | saw at the abode of Rishis. 


He who pleaded on behalf of Darumi, 

He who dwells in Kailas with Uma, 

He who restored the eyesight of Sundarar, 
Him | saw at the abode of Rishis. 


II 


The Lord who gave stick to blind Appar, 
The Grace who begged alms for Sundarar, 
The Marga Bandhu who showed the way to 
Appayya Dikshitar, 
Him | saw at the abode of Rishis. 
The Mercy who took the message to Paravai, 
The Love who wrote the poem for Darumi, 
The Fire that burnt Nakirar, 
Him | saw at the abode of Rishis. 


The Lord who became a cooly at Madurai 
And carried earth for stopping the floods 
For the sake of a little sweetmeat, 

Him | saw at the abode of Rishis. 


The Lord who created tank and garden for the devotee, 
Who became the slave of His devotees, 

Who sent the pearl-palanquin to Sambandhar, 

Him | saw at the abode of Rishis. 

The hunter who quarreiled with Arjuna, 

The untouchable who debated with Sankara, 

The groom who took the horses to Pandya, 

Him | saw at the abode of Rishis. 

The Lord who has Uma as His left side, 

Who is also Narayana of the milk ocean, 
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Who is the child sleeping on the banian leaf, 
Him | saw at the abode of Rishis. 


The Lord who is the Holiest, the Oldest, 
Who is Jyoti within the Jyoti, 

Who is praised by the Devas and Rishis, 
Him | saw at the abode of Rishis. 


He who is Ambalam in Chidambaram, 
Who is brilliance in Arunachalam, 
Who is the great thief hiding in forms, 
Him | saw at the abode of Rishis. 


The Satguru who reveals in the Chidakasa 
Who breaks all the three bonds, 

Who leads the aspirants to the land of Moksha, | 
Him | saw at the abode of Rishis. 


The Lord who dwells in the Sahasrara, 
Who is the way, the goal and the centre, 
Who is the truth in the Mahavakya, 

Him | saw at the abode of Rishis. 


SONG OF LORD NATARAJA 


Sivaya Nama Om Sivaya Namah, 

Sivaya Nama Om Namah Sivaya, 

O Lord Nataraja of Chidambaram, 

King Dancer of Thillai Ambalam, 

Beloved consort of Sivakami Sundari, 
Bhuvanesvari, Rajarajesvari, 

Destroyer of sin, bestower of prosperity, 
Remover of suffering, giver of Immortality, 
Sivaya Nama Om Sivaya Namah, 

Sivaya Nama Om Namah Sivaya. 


Holder of Trident, drinker of poison, 
Master of Yogis, ruler in the Sun, 
Dweller in Kailas, rider of Nandi, 
Destroyer of Cupid, Lord of Siddhi, 

The three-eyed Lord, the five-faced God, 
The blue-necked God, the God of gods, 
Sivaya Nama Om Sivaya Namah, 
Sivaya Nama Om Namah Sivaya. 
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Thou art my Guru and sole-refuge, 
Salutations unto Thee O Lord of Mercy, 
Bless me with Thy shower of Grace, 
Let me behold Thy benign face, 

Let me merge in Thee for ever, 

This is my real fervent prayer. 

Sivaya Nama Om Sivaya Namah, 
Sivaya Nama Om Namah Sivaya. 


GLORY OF LORD SIVA 


Om. | bow with folded hands to Lord Siva, who is the Lord 
of the universe (Jagat-Pati), world’s Teacher (Jagad-Guru), 
who is the destroyer of Tripuras (three cities—egoism, lust and 
anger), who is the Lord of Uma (Uma Sankar), Gauri (Gauri 
Sankar), Ganga (Ganga Sankar), who is full of light 
(Jyotirmaya), knowledge and bliss (Chidanandamaya), who is 
the Lord of Yogins (Yogesvara), who is the storehouse of 
knowledge and who is known by various names as Mahadeva, 
Sankara, Hara, Sambhu, Sadasiva, Rudra, Sulapani, 
Bhairava, Uma Mahesvara, Nilakantha, Trilochana (the 
three-eyed), Tryambaka (the three-eyed), Visvanatha, 
Chandrasekhara, Ardhanarisvara, Mahesvara, Nila-lohita, 
Parama Siva, Digambara, Dakshinamutrti, etc. 

How merciful He is! How loving and kind He is! He even 
wears the skulls of His devotees as a garland around His neck. 
He is an embodiment of renunciation, mercy, love and wisdom. 
It is a mistake to say that He is the destroyer. Lord Siva in reality 
is the regenerator. Whenever one’s physical body becomes un- 
fit for further evolution in this birth either by disease, old age or 
other causes, He at once removes this rotten physical sheath 
and gives a new, healthy, vigorous body for further quick evolu- 
tion. He wants to take all His children to His lotus-feet quickly. 
He desires to give them His glorious 'Siva-Pada’. It is easier to 
please Siva than Hari. A little Prem and devotion, a little chant- 
ing of His Panchakshara is quite sufficient to infuse delight in 
Siva. He gives boons to His devotees quite readily. How large is 
His heart! He gave Pasupatastra to Arjuna without difficulty for 
his little penance. He gave a precious boon to Bhasmasura. In 
Kalahasti near Tirupati, He gave Darsan to Kannappanayanar, 
the devoted hunter who plucked his two eyes to replace the 
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weeping eyes in the Murti. ln Chidambaram even the untouch- 
able Pariah saint, Nandan had Darsan of Lord Siva. He ran with 
tremendous speed to make the boy Markandeya immortal, 
when he was in the clutches of the God of Death—Yama. 
Ravana of Lanka pleased Siva with his Sama chantings. He 
initiated the four virgin youths Sanaka, Sanandana, Sanatana 
and Sanatkumara into the mysteries of Jnana in the form of 
Guru) Dakshinamurti. In Madurai, in Southern _ India, 
Sundaresvara (Lord Siva) assumed the form of a boy and 
carried earth on His head for a devoted lady for the sake of 
Puttu (a kind of sweetmeat) as wages, when an anicut was 
erected in the Vaigai river. Look at the unbounded mercy for His 
devotees! When Lord Brahma and Lord Vishnu went to find out 
the head and feet of Lord Siva, He assumed an infinite, expan- 
sive blaze of light (Jyotirmaya-Svarupa). They were baffled in 
their attempts. How magnanimous and self-effulgent He is! He 
lived in the house of Pattinattu Swami in Southern India for 
several years as his adopted son, and disappeared after giving 
him the small note: “Even a broken needle will not follow you 
after your death’. The reading of this note was the starting point 
for attainment of Jnana for Pattinattu Swami. Why not you 
attempt this very second with sincerity to realise God (Lord 
Siva)? 

Hatha Yogins awaken the Kundalini Sakti that is lying 
dormant in the Muladhara Chakra by Asana, Pranayama, 
Kumbhaka, Mudra and Bandha, take it above through different 
Chakras (centres of spiritual energy)—Svadhishthana, 
Manipura, Anahata, Visuddha and Ajna—and join it with Lord 
Siva at the Sahasrara, the thousand-petalled lotus at the crown 
of the head. They drink the nectar of Immortality 
(Siva-Jnana-Amritam). This is termed Amritasrava. When the 
Sakti is united with Siva, full illumination comes for the Yogi. 

Lord Siva represents the destructive aspect of Brahman. 
That portion of Brahman that is enveloped by Tamo- 
Guna-Pradhana-Maya is Lord Siva who is the all-pervading 
lsvara and who also dwells in Mount Kailas. He is the Bhandar 
or storehouse of Wisdom. Siva minus Parvati, Kaali or Durga is 
pure Nirguna Brahman. With Maya (Parvati) He becomes the 
Saguna Brahman for the purpose of pious devotion of His 
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devotees. Devotees of Rama must worship Lord Siva also. 
Rama Himself worshipped Lord Siva at the famous 
Ramesvaram. Lord Siva is the Lord of Ascetics and Lord of 
Yogins robed in space (Digambara). 

His Trisul (trident) that is held in His right hand represents 
the three Gunas—Sattva, Rajas and Tamas. That is the em- 
blem of sovereignty. He rules the world through these three 
Gunas. The Damaru in His left hand represents the Sabda 
Brahman. It represents OM from which all languages are 
formed. It is He who formed the Sanskrit language out of the 
Damaru sound. 

The wearing of the crescent moon on His head indicates 
that He has controlled the mind perfectly. The flow of the Gan- 
ga represents the nectar of immortality. Elephant represents 
symbolically the Vritti pride. Wearing the skin of the elephant 
denotes that He has controlled pride. Tiger represents lust. His 
sitting on the tiger's skin indicates that He has conquered lust. 
His holding deer on one hand indicates that He has removed 
the Chanchalata (tossing) of the mind. Deer jumps from one 
place to another swiftly. The mind also jumps from one object to 
another. His wearing of serpents around the neck denotes wis- 
dom and eternity. Serpents live for a long number of years. He 
is Trilochana, the three-eyed One, in the centre of whose fore- 
head is the third eye, the eye of wisdom. Nandi, the bull that sits 
in front of Sivalinga, represents Pranava (Omkara). The Linga 
represents Advaita. It points out “| am one without a second 
—Ekameva Advitiyam.” Just as a man raises his right hand 
above his head, pointing out his right index-finger only. 

Kailas hills in Tibet are a huge range with a central, beauti- 
ful, naturally carved and decorated shining peak, eternally clad 
with silvery snow, 22,280 feet above sea level. Some take the 
height to be 22,028 feet. This particular peak is in the form of a 
natural, huge Siva Linga (Virat form). This is worshipped as the 
form of Lord Siva from a distance. There is neither a temple, 
nor a Pujari, nor a daily Puja there. | had the fortune to have 
Darsana of Kailas through the grace of Lord Siva, on July 22, 
1931. | even climbed with panting breath to the foot of Kailas 
peak where the Indus takes its origin. |t is a very picturesque, 
soul-stirring scenery. You will have to ascend from Didipha 
Guha, the first halting stage in Parikrama of Kailas. The Indus 
gushes out as a small streamlet through blocks of ice from 
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behind the back portion of Kailas peak. Though in the pictures 
of Lord Siva it is shown that the Ganga flows from His head, it is 
really the Indus (Sindhu) that takes its origin from the head of 
Siva (Kailas) in the physical plane. Parikiama of Kailas covers 
30 miles, It takes three days. On the way comes the famous 
and sacred Gauri Kund which is ¢ternally covered with snow. 
You will have to break the snow when you take a bath. 

The Name of Lord Siva chanted in any way, correctly or in- 
correctly, knowingly or unknowingly, carefully or carelessly, is 
sure to give the desired result. The glory of the Name of Lord 
Siva cannot be established through reasoning and intellect. It 
can certainly be experienced or realised only through devotion, 
faith and constant repetition of the Name and singing His 
hymns with Bhava. Every Name is filled with countless poten- 
cies or Saktis. The power of the Name is ineffable. Its glory is 
indescribable. The efficiency and inherent Sakti of the Name of 
Lord Siva are unfathomable. 

The mind is purified by constant repetition of Siva-Stotra 
and Names of Lord Siva. The Stotras are filled with good and 
pure thoughts. Repetition of the hymns to Siva strengthens the 
good Samskaras. “As a man thinks, that he becomes”. This is 
the psychological law. The mind of a man who trains himself in 
thinking good, holy thoughts, develops a tendency to think of 
good thoughts. His character is moulded and transformed by 
continued good thought. When the mind thinks of the image of 
the Lord during singing His hymns, the mental substance actu- 
ally assumes the form of the image of the Lord. The impression 
of the object thought of is left in the mind. This is called 
Samskara. When the act is repeated very often, the Samskaras 
gain strength by repetition, and a tendency or habit is formed in 
the mind. He who entertains thoughts of Divinity, becomes 
transformed actually into the Divinity himself by constant think- 
ing. His Bhava or disposition is purified and divinised. When 
one sings the hymns of Lord Siva, he is in tune with the Lord. 
The individual mind melts in the cosmic mind. He who sings the 
hymns becomes one with Lord Siva. 

Just as fire has the natural property of burning inflamma- 
ble things, so also the Name of Lord Siva has the power of 
burning the sins, Samskaras and Vasanas and bestowing 
eternal bliss and everlasting peace on those who repeat the 
Name of the Lord. 


SIVA MANTRAS AND STOTRAS 41 


Just as burning quality is natural and inherent in fire, so 
also the power of destroying sins with their very root and 
branch and bringing the aspirant into blissful union with the 
Lord through Bhava Samadhi, is natural and inherent in the 
Name of God. 


O friends! Take refuge in the Name of Siva. Sing His 
hymns. Nami and Name are inseparable. Sing Lord Siva's 
hymns incessantly. Remember the Name of the Lord with every 
incoming and outgoing breath. In this Iron Age, 
Nama-Smarana or singing the hymns is the easiest, quickest, 
safest and surest way to reach God and attain Immortality and 
perennial joy. Glory to Lord Siva! Glory to His Name!! 


Ravana propitiated Lord Siva by his hymns. Pushpadanta 
pleased Lord Siva by his celebrated Stotra—Siva Mahimna 
Stotra, which is even now sung by all devotees of Siva through- 
out India, and obtained all Aisvarya or Siddhis and Mukti. The 
glory of the Stotras of Siva is indescribable. You must all sing 
the hymns of Lord Siva and obtain His grace and salvation, not 
in the unknown future, but right now in this very second. You 
can please Lord Siva easily. Fast on the Sivaratri day. If you 
cannot do this, take milk and fruits. Keep perfect vigil the whole 
night and sing His Stotras, and repeat 'Om Namah Sivaya’. 
May the blessings of Lord Siva be upon you all! 


Om Santih! Santih! Santih! 


Chapter Il 
SIVA TATTVA 








In Me the universe had its origin, 
ln Me alone the whole subsists; 
In Me it is lost—Siva, 

The Timeless, it is | Myself, 
Sivoham! Sivoham! Sivoham! 


Salutations to Lord Siva, the vanquisher of Cupid, the bestower 
of eternal bliss and immortality, the protector of all beings, de- 
stroyer of sins, the Lord of the gods, who wears a tiger-skin, the 
best among objects of worship, through whose matted hair the 
Ganga flows. 

Lord Siva is the pure, changeless, attributeless, all-per- 
vading transcendental consciousness. He is the inactive 
(Nishkriya) Purusha. Prakriti is dancing on His breast and per- 
forming the creative, preservative and destructive processes. 

When there is neither light nor darkness, neither form nor 
energy, neither sound nor matter, when there is no manifesta- 
tion of phenomenal existence, Siva alone exists in Himself. He 
is timeless, spaceless, birthless, deathless, decayless. He Is 
beyond the pairs of opposites. He is the Impersonal Absolute 
Brahman. He is untouched by pleasure and pain, good and 
evil. He cannot be seen by the eyes but He can be realised 
within the heart through devotion and meditation. 


Siva is also the Supreme personal God when He is identi- 
fied with His power. He is then omnipotent, omniscient active 
God. He dances in supreme joy and creates, sustains and de- 
stroys with the rhythm of His dancing movements. 


He destroys all bondage, limitation and sorrow of His dev- 
otees. He is the giver of Mukti or the final emancipation. He is 
the universal Self. He is the true Self of all creatures. He is the 
dweller in the cremation-ground, in the region of the dead, 
those who are dead to the world. 

The Jivas and the world originate from Him, exist in Him, 
are sustained and rejected by Him and are ultimately merged in 
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Him. He is the support, source and substratum of the whole 
world. He is an embodiment of Truth, Beauty, Goodness and 
Bliss. He is Satyam, Sivam, Subham, Sundaram, Kantam. 


He is the God of gods, Deva-Deva. He is the Great De- 
ity—Mahadeva. He is the God of manes (Prajapati). He is the 
most awe-inspiring and terrifying deity, Rudra, with Trisul or tri- 
dent in His hand. He is the most easily pleased (Asutosha). He 
is accessible to all. Even the untouchable Chandalas and the il- 
literate rustics can approach Him. 


He is the source of all knowledge and wisdom. He is an 
ideal Yogi and Muni. He is the ideal head of an ideal family with 
Uma as His devoted wife, Lord Subrahmanya, the brave gen- 
eral of strength and courage, Lord Ganesa, the remover of all 
obstacles, as His sons. 


SADASIVA 


At the end of Pralaya, the Supreme Lord thinks of re-creation of 
the world, He is then known by the name Sadasiva. He is the 
root-cause of creation. From Sadasiva creation begins. In 
Manusmriti He is called Svayambhu. Sadasiva is 
unmanifested, He destroys the Tamas caused by Pralaya and 
shines as the self-resplendent light bringing forth the five great 
elements, etc., into being. 

The Siva Purana says that Siva is beyond both Prakriti 
and Purusha. Siva is Mahesvara. He is the witness, well-wisher 
and nourisher of all beings. The Gita says: ‘Upadrashtanu- 
manta cha bharta bhokta mahesvarah’. 


Mahesvara conducts the work of creation according to His 
will and pleasure. The Sruti says, ‘Mayam tu prakritim viddhi 
mayinam tu mahesvaram’. Know Prakriti to be Maya and 
Mahesvara to be the wielder of Maya or Prakriti. The Sakti of 
Siva works in two different ways. Mula Prakriti and Daivi 
Prakriti. Mula Prakriti is Apara Prakriti from which the five ele- 
ments and other visible objects and the Antahkarana are 
evolved. Para Prakriti is Chaitanya Sakti which converts the 
Apara Prakriti and gives name and form to it. Apara Prakriti is 
Avidya and Para Prakriti is Vidya. The controller and dispenser 
of these two Prakritis is Lord Siva. 

Siva is distinct from Brahma, Vishnu and Rudra. 


Lord Siva is the Lord of innumerable crores of 
Brahmandas or worlds. Isvara united with Maya gives rise to 
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Brahma, Vishnu and Rudra out of Rajas, Sattva and Tamo 
Gunas respectively, under the command of Lord Siva. Brahma, 
Vishnu and Rudra are the trinities of the world. 

There is no difference among the trinities, Brahma, Vishnu 
and Rudra. By the command of Mahesvara these three do the 
creative, preservative and destructive duties of the world. The 
work of all the three deities is done conjointly. They all have one 
view and one definite purpose in creating, preserving and de- 
stroying the visible universe of names and forms. He who re- 
gards the three deities as distinct and different, Siva Purana 
says, is undoubtedly a devil or evil spirit. 

The Lord who is beyond the three Gunas, Mahesvara, has 
four aspects: Brahma, Kaala, Rudra and Vishnu. Siva is the 
support for all the four. He is the substratum for Sakti also. Siva 
is distinct from the Rudra included in the trinities. Rudra is really 
one though according to the different functions He is consid- 
ered to have eleverl different forms. 

The first face of Siva does Krida or play, the second does 
penance, the third destroys or dissolves the world the fourth 
protects the people and the fifth, being knowledge, fully covers 
the entire universe by its power. He is Isana the creator and 
promoter of all beings, from within. 

The first form of Siva is the enjoyer of Prakriti as 
Kshetrajna Purusha. The second is Tatpurusha resting in 
Sattva-guna, rooted in Bhogya-Prakriti, the Prakriti-enjoyed. 
The third is Ghora rooted in the eightfold Buddhi like Dharma, 
etc. The fourth is Vamadeva rooted in Ahankara and the fifth is 
Sadyojata, the presiding deity of the mind. The eight forms of 
Siva are Sarva, Bhava, Rudra, Ugra, Bhima, Pasupati, Isana 
and Mahadeva, rooted respectively in earth, water, fire, air, 
ether, Kshetrajna, sun and moon. 


ARDHANARISVARA 


Brahma was unable to create and bring forth creatures from his 
mental creation. To know the method of creation he did Tapas. 
As. a result of his Tapas Adyasakti arose in Brahma’s mind. 
Through the help of Adyasakti Brahma meditated upon 
Tryambakesvara. Pleased by the penance of Brahma, Lord 
Siva appeared in the form of Ardhanarisvara (half male and half 
female). Brahma praised Ardhanarisvara. Lord Siva then 
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created from His body a Goddess by name Prama-Sakti. 
Brahma said to the Goddess: “| was not able to bring forth crea- 
tures by my mental creation. Though | created the Devatas yet 
they could not multiply. Therefore, | wish to bring forth crea- 
tures by intercourse. Before Your appearance or till now, | was 
not able to create the endless female species. Therefore, O 
Devi, be merciful and take birth as the daughter of my son, 
Daksha." 


WORLD-TEACHER 


The most auspicious and useful work beneficial to mankind 
ever carried out by Lord Siva, is to jinpart the knowledge of 
Yoga, Bhakti, Jnana, etc., to the world. He blesses those who 
deserve His grace and who cannot get out of Samsara without 
His grace. He is not only the World-Teacher but also an ideal 
example to the Jivanmukta or sage. He teaches by His very ac- 
tions in His daily life. 


PASUPATA YOGA 


Uniting the self with the true Siva Tattva by the control of the 
senses is real wearing of Bhasma, because Lord Siva through 
His third eye of wisdom burnt passion to ashes. The meditation 
of Pranava should be done through Japa. One should attain the 
real Jnana, Yoga and Bhakti by steady practice. In the heart, 
there is a ten-petalled lotus. It has ten Nadis. It is the Jivatma’s 
abode. This Jivatma lives in a subtle form in the mind and itis 
Chitta or Purusha itself. One should ascend to the moon by cut- 
ting open or transcending the Dasagni Nadi by the regular 
practice of Yoga as instructed by the Guru and practising 
dispassion, righteousness and equality. The moon then gradu- 
ally attains fullness, as it gets itself pleased with the Sadhaka 
on account of his regular application in Yoga and purification of 
Nadis. In this state, the Sadhaka overcomes waking and sleep- 
ing state and through meditation merges himself in the object 
meditated upon in this waking state itself. 


Chapter iil 
THE SAIVA SIDDHANTA PHILOSOPHY 


SIVA AND TATTVAS 


Satyam Sivam Subham Sundaram Kantam. 


The Saiva Siddhanta system is the distilled essence of 
Vedanta. It prevailed in Southern India even before the 
Christian era. Tirunelvely and Madurai are the centres of Saiva 
Siddhanta school. Saivites elaborated a distinctive philosophy 
called the Saiva Siddhanta about the eleventh century A.D. 
Even today, Saivism is a very popular creed in South India. It is 
a rival school of Vaishnavism. 

Tirumular’s work—Tirumantiram—is the foundation upon 
which the later structure of Saiva Siddhanta philosophy was 
built. The twenty-eight Saiva Agamas, the hymns of the Saiva 
saints, form the chief sources of Southern Saivism. 

In the books which treat of Saivism, there is a reference to 
four schools, viz., Nakulisa-pasupata, the Saiva, the 
Pratyabhijna and Rasesvara. 

Lord Siva is the supreme Reality. He is eternal, formless, 
independent, omnipresent, one without a second, beginning- 
less, causeless, taintless, self-existent, ever free and ever 
pure, He is not limited by time. He is infinite bliss and infinite in- 
telligence. 

Lord Siva pervades the whole world by His Sakti. He 
works through His Sakti. Sakti is conscious energy of Lord 
Siva. She is the very body of Lord Siva. The potter is the first 
cause for the pot. The stick and the wheel are the instrumental 
causes. The clay is the material cause of the pot. Similarly Lord 
Siva is the first cause of the world. Sakti is the instrumental 
cause. Maya is the material cause. 

Lord Siva is the God of love. His grace is infinite. He is the 
saviour and Guru. He is engaged in freeing the souls from the 
thraldom of matter. He assumes the form of a Guru out of the 
intense love for mankind. He wishes that all should know Him 
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and attain the blissful Siva-Pada. He watches the activities of 
the individual souls and helps them in their onward march. 

In the Saiva Siddhanta, there are 36 Tattvas of which 24 
are known as Atma Tattvas, 7 as Vidya Tattvas, and the remain- 
ing 5 as Siva Tattvas. The 24 Atma Tattvas are the 5 elements, 
ether, air, fire, water and earth; the 5 Tanmatras, sound, touch, 
form, taste and smell: the 5 sense-organs, ear, skin, eye, palate 
and nose; the internal organ; the 5 motor organs, speech, 
hand, foot, anus and the generative organ; and Ahankara, 
Buddhi and Guna. The 7 Vidya Tattvas are Purusha, Raga 
(love), Vidya (knowledge), Kala (art), Niyati (order), Kaala 
(time) and Asuddha (impure) Maya. The 5 Siva Tattvas are 
Suddha Vidya, Isvara, Sadasiva, Sakti and Siva. 

Maya evolves into the subtle principles and then into the 
gross. The individual soul experiences pleasure and pain 
through Vidya. Siva Tattva is the basis of all consciousness and 
action. It is undifferentiated (Nishkala) Suddha. Maya, the Sakti 
of Siva starts her activities. Then Siva becomes the 
experiencer. Then He is called Sadasiva known also by the 
name Sadakhya, who is not really separate from Siva. The 
Suddhamaya becomes active. Then Siva, the experiencer be- 
comes the Ruler. He is then Isvara, who ts not really separate 
from Sadasiva. Suddhavidya is the cause of true knowledge. 

The five activities (Pancha-Krityas) of the Lord are: Srishti 
(creation), Sthiti (preservation), Samhara (destruction), 
Tirobhava (veiling) and Anugraha (grace). These, separately 
considered, are the activities of Brahma, Vishnu, Rudra, 
Mahesvara and Sadasiva. 

In the five-lettered Mantra (Panchakshari) 'Namassivaya’, 
‘Na’ is the screening power of the Lord that makes the soul to 
move in the world, ‘Ma’ is the bond that binds him in the 
Samsaric wheel! of the births and deaths, ‘Si’ is the symbol for 
Lord Siva, ‘Va’ stands for His grace and ‘Ya’ stands for the soul. 
lf the soul turns towards ‘Na’ and ‘Ma’ he will be sunk in worlidli- 
ness. If he associates himself with ‘Va’ he will move towards 
Lord Siva. 

Hearing the Lilas of Lord Siva and the significance of 
Panchakshara, is ‘Sravana’. Reflection on the meaning of 
Panchakshara is ‘Manana’ or ‘Chintana’. To develop love and 
devotion for Lord Siva and meditate on Him, is ‘Sivadhyana’. To 
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become immersed in ‘Sivananda’, is ‘Nishtha’ or ‘Samadhi’. He 
who attains this stage is called Jivanmukta. 


PATI-PASU-PASA 


‘Pati’ is Lord Siva. It is the object of all the Vedas and the Aga- 
mas to explain the concepts of Lord (Pati), bound souls (Pasu) 
which really means cattle, and bondage (Pasa). Lord Siva is in- 
finite, eternal, one without a second. He is changeless and indi- 
visible. He is the embodiment of knowledge and bliss. He 
energises the intelligence of all souls. He is beyond the reach 
of mind and speech. He is the ultimate goal of all. He is smaller 
than the smallest and greater than the greatest. He is self-lumi- 
nous, self-existent, self-contained and self-delight. 

‘Pasus’ are the individual souls who are sunk in the quag- 
mire of Samsara, They assume bodies to work out their good 
and evil actions and are born as lower and higher beings ac- 
cording to their nature of Karma. They do virtuous and vicious 
actions in the course of experiencing the endless fruits of their 
Karma and have countless births and deaths. Ultimately they 
attain the grace of Lord Siva through meritorious acts and their 
ignorance is dispelled. They attain salvation and become one 
with Lord Siva. 

‘Pasa’ is bond. The web of bonds is distinguished into 
Avidya or Anavamala, Karma and Maya. Anavamala is egoism. 
It is the taint due to the false notion of finiteness which the sou! 
has. The soul imagines itself to be finite and confined to the 
body and of limited knowledge and power. It erroneously identi- 
fies itself with the perishable body and mistakes the body for its 
reality. It has forgotten its essential divine nature. 


‘Karma’ is the cause of bodies and manifold bodily experi- 
ences and births and deaths. It is beginningless. It is the cause 
of the conjunction of the conscious soul with the unconscious 
body. It is an auxiliary of Avidya. It is done through thought, 
word and deed. It takes the form of merit and sin and produces 
pleasure and pain. It is subtle and unseen (Adrishta). It exists 
during creation and merges into the substratum of Maya during 
Pralaya. It cannot be destroyed. It must work out its results. 

Maya is the material cause of the world. It is unconscious 
or unintelligent, omnipresent, imperishable. It is the seed of the 
world. The four categories, viz., Tanu, Karana, Bhuvana and 
Bhoga beginning with the bodies, spring up from Maya. It per- 
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meates all its developments and causes perversion in the Kar- 
mic souls. During Pralaya it is the basic resort of all souls. It is 
itself a bond for the souls. All these processes in it are due to 
the energising influence by Lord Siva. Just as the trunk, the leaf 
and the fruit grow from the seed, so also the universe from Kala 
to earth, springs from Maya. 

The real Nada, the root of sound is evolved from pure 
Maya by the will of Lord Siva. From Nada, the real Bindu 
springs up. From it, the real Sadasiva originates and gives birth 
to Isvara. Suddha Avidya is developed from Isvara. The world 
originates from Bindu and develops into various forms. 


SADHANA 


One will develop love and devotion for Lord Siva if he is freed 
from egoism. Chariyai, Kiriyai, Yoga and Jnana are the four 
Sadhanas or steps to kill egoism and attain Lord Siva. Erecting 
temples, cleaning them, making garlands of flowers, singing 
Lord's praises, burning lamps in the temples, making flower 
gardens constitute Chariyai. Kiriyai is to perform Puja, 
Archanas. Yoga is restraint of the senses and contemplation on 
the internal light. Jnana is to understand the true significance of 
Pati, Pasu, Pasa and to become one with Siva by constant 
meditation on Him after removing the three Malas, viz., Anava 
(egoism), Karma (action) and Maya (illusion). 

The worship of the all-pervading, eternal Supreme Being 
through external forms, is called Chariyai. The requisite initia- 
tion for this, is Samaya Diksha. The worship of the cosmic form 
of the Eternal Ruler of the universe externally and internally, is 
called Kiriyai. The internal worship of Him as formless, is called 
Yoga. For Kiriyai and Yoga, the requisite initiation is called 
Visesha Diksha. The direct realisation of Lord Siva through 
Jnana Guru, is called Jnana. The initiation that leads to it, is 
called Nirvana Diksha. 

The aspirant should free himself from the three kinds of 
Mala, viz., Anava, Karma and Maya. Then only he becomes 
one with Lord Siva and enjoys 'Sivanandam’. He should thor- 
oughly annihilate his egoism, free himself from the bondage of 
Karma and destroy the Maya which is the basis of all impurities. 

Guru or the spiritual preceptor is very essential for 
attaining the final emancipation. Siva is full of grace. He helps 
the aspirants: He showers His grace on those who worship Him 
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with faith and devotion and who have childlike trust in Him. Siva 
Himself is the Guru. The grace of Siva is the road to salvation. 
Siva lives in the Guru and looks with intense love cn the sincere 
aspirant through the eyes of the Guru. Only if you have love for 
mankind, you can love God. 

lf the aspirant establishes a relationship between himself 
and Lord Siva, he will grow in devotion quickly. He can have the 
mental attitude or Bhava—Dasya Bhava or the relationship of 
master and servant which Tirunavukarasar had, or the Vatsalya 
Bhava wherein Lord Siva is the father and the aspirant is the 
child of Lord Siva which Tirujnanasambandhar had, or the 
Sakhya Bhava or the relationship of friend (Lord Siva is re- 
garded as the friend of the aspirant) which Sundarar had, or the 
Sanmarga wherein Lord Siva is the very life of the aspirant 
which Manikkavasagar had, which corresponds to the 
Madhurya Bhava or Atma Nivedana of the Vaishnavites. 

The devotee becomes one with Siva, like salt with water, 
milk with milk, when the three Malas (Pasa) are destroyed, but 
he cannot do the five functions of creation, etc. God only can 
perform the five functions. 

The liberated soul is called a Jivanmukta. Though he lives 
in the body, he is one in feeling with the Absolute. He does not 
perform works which can produce further bodies. As he is free 
from egoism, work cannot bind him. He will do meritorious acts 
for the solidarity of the worid (Lokasangraha). He lives in the 
body, until his Prarabdha Karma is exhausted. All his present 
actions are consumed by the grace of the Lord. The 
Jivanmukta does all actions on account of the impulsion of the 
Lord within him, Glory to Lord Siva and His Sakti! 


ASHTAMURTI 


Siva is spoken of as being in eight forms (Ashtamurti). The 
eight forms of Siva are the five elements, the sun, the moon 
and the priest who performs sacrifice. 

Vishnu appeared in the Mohini form after the churning of 
the milk-ocean. Siva embraced Vishnu in that form. Sasta is the 
offspring of Siva and Mohini. Sasta is called also by the name 
Hari-Hara-Putra or the son of Hari and Hara. 

Appar wanted all Saivas to regard Vishnu as ony another 
aspect of Siva. 
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According to Appar, there are three aspects of Siva. (1) 
The lower Siva who dissolves the world and who liberates Jivas 
from their bondage. (2) The higher form is called Parapara. In 
this form Siva appears as Siva and Sakti (Ardhanarisvara). It 
has the name Param-Jyoti. Brahma and Vishnu were not able 
to comprehend this Jyoti. (3) Beyond these two forms is the 
Param, or the ultimate being from whom Brahma, Vishnu, 
Rudra originate. It is purely the Saiva form. It is formless. It is 
the Sivam of the Saiva Siddhanta. It is Para Brahman of the 
Upanishads and Vedantins. 

The Mahavishnu of Vishnu Purana corresponds to Param 
of Saiva Siddhantins. Narayana or the higher Vishnu corre- 
sponds to the Paramjyoti of Appar or Saiva Siddhantins. The 
lower Vishnu does the function of preservation. He corre- 
sponds to the lower Siva. 

What is the inner meaning of all the Saiva allusions about 
Vishnu worshipping Siva and all the Vaishnava allusions about 
Siva worshipping Vishnu? The lower Siva must take Narayana, 
the Parapara or Paramjyoti as his Superior. The lower Vishnu 
must take Paramjyoti or the Parapara as his Superior. The 
higher Vishnu and higher Siva are identical. They are inferior to 
Param, the Highest. 

In that highest condition called Siva Mukti, there is no du- 
ality. No one can see anything. One merges himself in Sivam or 
the Highest. If you wish to see, you will have to come to the 
stage immediately below the Highest. 

The Siva Murti or manifestation is inferior to the real 
‘Sivam’ which ts formless. 

According to the Saiva Siddhanta philosophy, the Tativas 
are reckoned as ninety-six. They are as follows: 

24 Atma Tattvas, 10 Nadis, 5 Avasthas or conditions. 3 
Malas or impurities, 3 Gunas (Sattva, Rajas and Tamas), 3 
Mandalas (Surya or the sun, Agni or the fire and Chandra or the 
moon), 3 humours (Vata, Pitta and Sleshma), 8 Vikaras or mod- 
ifications (Kama, Krodha, Lobha, Moha, Mada, Matsarya, 
Dambha and Asuya), 6 Adharas, 7 Dhatus, 10 Vayus, 5 
Koshas and 9 doorways. The twenty-four Tattvas are the 5 ele- 
ments (Bhutas), 5 Tanmatras (Sabda, etc.), 5 Jnana-indriyas, 5 
Karma-Indriyas and 4 Karanas (Manas, Buddhi, Chitta and 
Ahankara). All these 96 relate to the body. Over and above 
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these 96, there are the 5 Kanchukas or coverings. They are 
Niyati, Kaala, Kala, Raga and Vidya. The five enter the body 
and cause weariness to the Tattvas of the body and afflict the 
body. 


SUDDHA SAIVA 


The Suddha Saiva does not attain the final emancipation by 
Kriya (Kiriyai) alone. He attains only Salokya. Jnana in Kriya 
leads to Salokya, the world of Siva. Jnana in Charya (Chariyai) 
leads him to Samipya (proximity to Siva). Jnana in Yoga 
bestows on him Sarupya (likeness in form). Jnana in Jnana 
leads him to Sayujya, merging or absorption. 

‘Ambalam’ means ‘open space of the heart’ or Chidakasa 
or Chidambaram. 

And Lingam is the Visvarupa or the God's form of the 
Universe. 


He who brings about the destruction of the world is Siva or 
Rudra. That is the reason why He is held superior to Brahma 
and Vishnu. 

The Siddhantis divide Jivas or Pasus into three orders, 
viz., Vijnana Kalar, Pralaya Kalar and Sakalar. Vijnana Kalar 
have only the Anava Mala (egoism). Pralaya Kalar have Anava 
and Maya. Sakalar have all the Malas, Anava, Karma and 
Maya. The Malas affect only the Jivas and not Siva. Those who 
are freed from the Malas or impurities become identical with 
Siva. They are Siddhas or perfected beings. 


Chapter IV 
PHILOSOPHY OF SYMBOLS 


PHILOSOPHY OF SYMBOLS 


Lord Siva represents the destructive aspect of Brahman. That 
portion of Brahman that is enveloped by Tamo-Guna-Pradhana 
Maya is Lord Siva who is the all-pervading Isvara and who also 
dwells in Mount Kailas. He is the Bhandara or store-house for 
wisdom. Siva minus Parvati or Kaali or Durga is Nirguna 
Brahman Himself. With Maya-Parvati He becomes the Saguna 
Brahman for the purpose of pious devotion of His devotees. 
Devotees of Rama must worship Lord Siva for 3 or 6 months 
before they take to worship of Rama. Rama _ Himself 
worshipped Lord Siva at the famous Ramesvaram. Lord Siva is 
the Lord of Ascetics and Lord of Yogins, robed in space 
(Digambara). 

His Trisul (trident) that is held in His right hand represents 
the three Gunas—Sattva, Rajas and Tamas. That is the 
emblem of Sovereignty. He wields the world through these 
three Gunas. The Damaru in His left hand represents the 
Sabda Brahman. It represents OM from which all languages 
are formed. It is He who formed the Sanskrit language out of 
the Damaru. 


The crescent moon indicates that He has controlled the 
mind perfectly. The flow of the Ganga represents the nectar of 
Immortality. Elephant represents symbolically pride. His wear- 
ing the skin of the elephant denotes that He has controlled 
pride. Tiger represents lust; His sitting on tiger's skin indicates 
that He has conquered lust. His holding a deer on one hand 
indicates that He has removed the Chanchalata (tossing) of the 
mind. Deer jumps from one place to another swiftly. His 
wearing of serpents denotes wisdom and eternity. Serpents live 
for a long number of years. He is Trilochana, the three-eyed 
One, in the centre of whose forehead is the third eye, the eye of 
wisdom. 

‘Hoam’ is the Bija Akshara of Lord Siva. 
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He is Sivam (auspicious, Subham), Sundaram (beautiful), 
Kantam (effulgent). “Santam Sivam Advaitam” (Mandukya 
Upanishad). 

| bow with folded hands crores of times at the lotus-feet of 
that Lord Siva who is non-dual, who is the Adhishthana, or sup- 
port for the world and all minds, who is Sat-Chit-Ananda, who is 
the Ruler, the Antaryamin, the Sakshi (silent witness) for every- 
thing, who is self-effulgent, self-existent and self-contained 
(Paripurna), who is the remover of the primitive Avidya and who 
is the Adi-Guru or Parama-Guru or Jagad-Guru. 

That Lord Siva | am in essence. Sivoham, Sivoham, 
Sivoham. 


SNAKE ON THE BODY OF SIVA 


Serpent is the Jiva or the individual soul which rests upon Siva, 
the Paramatman or the Supreme Soul. The five hoods mean 
the five senses or the five Tattvas, viz., earth, water, fire, airand 
ether. They also represent the five Pranas, which hiss in the 
body like the serpent. The inhalation and exhalation are like the 
hissing of the serpent. Lord Siva Himself became the five 
Tanmatras, the five Jnanendriyas, the five Karmendriyas and 
other groups of five. The individual soul enjoys the worldly ob- 
jects through these Tattvas. When the individual attains knowl- 
edge through control of the senses and the mind, he finds his 
eternal resting abode in Lord Siva, the Supreme Soul. This is 
the esoteric significance of Lord Siva wearing the snake on His 
body. 

Lord Siva is absolutely fearless. Srutis declare, “This 
Brahman is fearless (Abhayam), Immortal (Amritam).” Worldly 
people are afraid even at the very sight of a snake but Lord Siva 
is wearing serpents as ornaments on His body. This indicates 
that Lord Siva is absolutely fearless and immortal. 

Generally serpents live for hundreds of years. Wearing of 
serpents by Lord Siva signifies that He is Eternal. 


SIGNIFICANCE OF BHASMA, NANDI, ETC. 


Namassivaya is the Mantra of Lord Siva. ‘Na’ represents earth 
and Brahma; ‘Ma’ represents water and Vishnu; ‘Si’ fire and 
Rudra; ‘Va’ Vayu and Mahesvara; ‘Ya’ Akasa and Sadasiva and 
also the Jiva. 
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Lord Siva has white complexion. What is the significance 
of white colour? He teaches silently that people should have 
pure heart and entertain pure thoughts and should be free from 
crookedness, diplomacy, cunningness, jealousy, hatred, etc. 

He wears three white-lined Bhasma or Vibhuti on His fore- 
head. What is the significance of this? He teaches silently that 
people should destroy the three impurities, viz., Anava (ego- 
ism), Karma (action with expectation of fruits), and Maya (illu- 
sion), and the three desires or Eshanas, viz., desire for landed 
property, desire for woman, desire for gold, and the three 
Vasanas, viz., Lokavasana, Dehavasana and Sastravasana, 
and then attain Him with a pure heart. 

What does the Balipitha or altar which stands in front of 
the sanctum sanctorum of the Siva’s temple represent? People 
should destroy their egoism and mine-ness (Ahamta and 
Mamata) before they attain the Lord. This is the significance. 

What does Nandi or the bull which is in front of Sivalinga 
represent? Nandi is the attendant or doorkeeper of Siva. He is 
the vehicle of Lord Siva. He represents Satsanga. If you make 
association with the sages, you are sure to attain God-realisa- 
tion. Sages will show you the way to reach Him. They will re- 
move pitfalls or snares that lie on your path. They will clear your 
doubts and instil in your heart dispassion, discrimination and 
knowledge. There is no other safe boat than Satsanga to reach 
the other shore of fearlessness and immortality. Even a mo- 
ment’s Satsanga or association with the sages, is a great 
blessing to the aspirants and the worldly-minded persons. 
They get firm conviction in the existence of God through 
Satsanga. The sages remove the worldly Samskaras. The 
company of sages is a formidable fortress to protect oneself 
from the temptations of Maya. 

Lord Siva represents the destructive aspect of the 
Godhead. He is seen absorbed on the mountain peak of Kailas. 
He is an embodiment of serenity, renunciation and indifference 
to the world. The third eye in the centre of His forehead 
represents His destructive energy which when let loose 
destroys the world. Nandi is His favourite. He is the 
door-Keeper. He is seen hushing all nature, so that the Lord 
may not be disturbed in His Samadhi. The Lord has five faces, 
ten hands, ten eyes, two feet. 
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Vrishabha or the bull represents Dharma Devata. Lord 
Siva rides on the bull. Bullis His vehicle. This denotes that Lord 
Siva is the protector of Dharma, is an embodiment of Dharma 
or righteousness. 

Deer represents the Vedas. Its four legs are the four 
Vedas. Lord Siva is holding the deer in His hand. This indicates 
that He is the Lord of the Vedas. 

He has sword in one of His hands. This signifies that He is 
the destroyer of births and deaths. The fire in one of His hands 
shows that He protects the Jivas by burning all fetters. 


PHILOSOPHY OF ABHISHEKA 


Salutations and adorations to the blissful Lord Siva, the lover of 
Uma or Parvati, the Lord of all beings (Pasupati). 

“Alankarapnyo Vishnuh, Abhishekapriyah Sivah—Lord 
Vishnu is very fond of Alankara (fine dress, beautiful 
ornaments, etc.); Siva is fond of Abhisheka." In Siva temples, a 
pot made up of copper or brass with a hole in the centre is kept 
hanging over the image or Linga of Siva, and water is falling on 
the image throughout day and night. Pouring over the Linga, 
water, milk, ghee, curd, honey, coconut water, Panchamrita, 
etc., is Abhisheka. Abhisheka is done for Lord Siva. Rudri is 
chanted along with the Abhisheka. Lord Siva is propitiated by 
Abhisheka. 

Lord Siva drank the poison that emanated from the ocean 
and wore the Ganga and moon on His head to cool His head. 
He has the fiery third eye. Constant Abhisheka cools this eye. 

The greatest and the highest Abhisheka is to pour the 
waters of pure love on the Atmalinga of the lotus of the heart. 
The external Abhisheka with various objects will help the 
growth of devotion and adoration for Lord Siva and eventually 
lead to internal Abhisheka with pure abundant flow of love. 

Abhisheka is a part of Siva Puja. Without Abhisheka, 
worship of Siva is incomplete. During Abhisheka Rudra, 
Purushasukta, Chamaka, Mahamrityunjaya Japa, etc., are 
chanted in a particular rhythm and order. Monday is very 
important day for Lord Siva and the thirteenth day of the 
fortnight (Pradosha) is very sacred. On these days, devotees of 
Siva worship Him with special Puja, Abhisheka with Ekadasa- 
Rudra, Archana, offering plenty of Prasad, and illumination. 
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In Ekadasa-Rudra Abhisheka, every Rudra is chanted 
with distinctive articles for Abhisheka. Ganga water, milk, ghee, 
honey, rose-water, coconut water, sandal paste, Panchamnrita, 
scented oil, sugarcane juice and lime juice are made use of for 
Abhisheka. After every Abhisheka, pure water is poured over 
the head of Siva. When Rudra is repeated once, the different 
articles of Abhisheka are made use of after every stanza of the 
Rudra. The Abhisheka water or other articles used for 
Abhisheka are considered very sacred and bestow immense 
benefits on the devotees who take it as the Lord's Prasad. It pu- 
rifies the heart and destroys countless sins. You must take it 
with intense Bhava and faith. 

When you do Abhisheka with Bhava and devotion, your 
mind is concentrated. Your heart is filled with the image of the 
Lord and divine thoughts. You forget your body and its relation 
and surroundings. Egoism gradually vanishes. When there is 
forgetfulness, you begin to enjoy and taste the eternal bliss of 
Lord Siva. Recitation of Rudra or Om Namassivaya purifies the 
mind and fills it with Sattva. 

If you do Abhisheka with Rudrapatha in the name of a per- 
son suffering from any disease he will be soon freed from that 
disease. Incurable diseases are cured by Abhisheka. 
Abhisheka bestows health, wealth, prosperity, progeny, etc. 
Abhisheka on Monday is most auspicious. 

By offering Panchamrita, honey, milk, etc., to the Lord, 
thoughts of your body diminish. Selfishness slowly vanishes. 
You derive immense joy. You begin to increase your offerings 
unto the Lord. Therefore, self-sacrifice and self-surrender 
come in. Naturally, there is an outpouring from your heart, “| am 
Thine, my Lord. All is Thine, my Lord”. 

Kannappa Nayanar, a great devotee of Lord Siva, a 
hunter by profession, did Abhisheka with the water in his mouth 
for the Linga at Kalahasti in South India and propitiated Lord 
Siva. Lord Siva is pleased by pure devotion. It is the mental 
Bhava that counts and not the outward show. Lord Siva said to 
the temple priest: “This water from the mouth of Kannappa, my 
beloved devotee, is more pure than the water of the Ganga’. 

A devotee should be regular in doing Abhisheka for the 
Lord. He should get by heart Rudra and Chamakam. Ekadasa 
Rudra is more powerful and effective. In Northern India, every 
man or woman takes a lota of water and pours it on the image 
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of Siva. This also causes beneficial results and brings about 
the fulfilment of one’s desire. Abhisheka on Sivaratri day is very 
effective. 

May you all recite Rudrapatha which describes the glory 
of Lord Siva and His manifestations in every living being, in ev- 
ery animate and inanimate being! May you do Abhisheka daily 
and thus obtain the grace of Lord Siva! May Lord Visvanatha 
bless you all! 


FRUIT OF ABHISHEKA AND RUDRA JAPA 
IN SIVA’S TEMPLE 


Chamaka is divided into eleven sections. Each of these is then 
combined with Namaka (Rudra) and repeated. This is called 
Rudra. Eleven such Rudras make one Laghu Rudra. Eleven 
Laghu Rudras make one Maharudra. Eleven Maharudras 
make one Atirudra. 

Rudra is to be repeated after performing the initial 
Sankalpa, Puja, Nyasa, Anga, Panchamritasnana and 
Dhyana. The fruit of Rudra Japa is stated as shown below: , 


No. of Japa Fruit of Japa 

1 Rudra Freedom from Bala graha (diseases 
common to children). 

3 Rudras Freedom from imminent difficulties 
with which one is faced. 

5 Rudras Freedom from the evil effects of certain 
planets occupying unfavourable positions. 

7 Rudras Freedom from great fear. 


9 Rudras The fruit of one Vajapeya sacrifice; 
and also attainment of peace of mind. 


11 Rudras Getting the favour of kings and great wealth. 

33 Rudras Attainment of wishes for objects and having 
no enemies. 

77 Rudras Enjoyment of great happiness. 

99 Rudras Attainment of son, grandson, wealth, grain, 


Dharma, Artha, Kama and Moksha and 
freedom from death. 

4 Maharudra Attainment of the favour of kings and 
becoming the Lord of great wealth. 
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3 Maharudras Fulfilment of impossible tasks. 

5 Maharudras Acquirement of vast lands. 

7 Maharudras Attainment of the seven worlds. 
9 Maharudras Freedom from births and deaths. 
1 Atirudra Becoming God. 

Materials for Abhisheka: Pure water, milk, sugar-cane 
juice, ghee, honey, waters of sacred rivers, sea water. 

For getting rain, Abhisheka should be done with pure 
water. For freedom from diseases, and for begetting a son, 
Abhisheka should be done with milk. If Abhisheka is done with 
milk, even a barren woman begets children. The person also 
attains plenty of cows. If Abhisheka is done with Kusa water, 
one becomes free from all diseases. He who desires wealth, 
should perform Abhisheka with ghee, honey and sugarcane 
juice. He who desires Moksha, should do Abhisheka with 
sacred waters. 


Chapter V 
PHILOSOPHY OF SIVA TANDAVA 
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The Tandava or celestial dance of Lord Siva is extremely 
thrilling and charming, exquisitely graceful in pose and rhythm 
and intensely piercing in effect. 


Nritya or Tandava is an inseparable, sacred movement of 
the various limbs of the body in accordance with the inner 
divine Bhava. Nritya is a divine science. The Adigurus for this 
celestial Nritya were Lord Siva, Krishna and Mother Kaali. In 
Nritya, the six Bhavas, viz., Srishti, Samhara, Vidya, Avidya, 
Gati and Agati are demonstrated. 

The dance of Lord Siva is for the welfare of the world. The 
object of His dance is to free the souls from the fetters of Maya, 
from the three bonds of Anava, Karma and Maya. He is not the 
destroyer but He is the regenerator. He is the Mangala Data 
and Ananda Data, bestower of auspiciousness and bliss. He is 
more easily pleased than Lord Hari, He grants boons quickly, 
for a little Tapas or a little recitation of His five letters. 

‘Aghada Bhum is His song of dance. When Siva starts His 
dance Brahma, Vishnu, the Siva Ganas and Kaali with Her 
bow! of skull, join Him. Have you not seen the picture of 
Pradosha Nritya? It will give you an idea of the dance of Siva. 

Kaali was very proud of Her ability in dancing. Siva started 
dancing to quell Her pride, He danced very beautifully, very 
artistically. Kaali had to put Her face down in shame. 

Lord Siva wears a deer in the left upper hand. He has 
trident in the right lower arm. He has fire and Damaru and Malu, 
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a kind of weapon. He wears five serpents as ornaments. He 
wears a garland of skulls. He is pressing with His feet the 
demon Muyalaka, a dwarf holding a cobra. He faces south. 
Panchakshari itself is His body. Lord Siva says: “Control the 
five senses which are hissing like serpents. The mind is jump- 
ing like a deer. Control the mind. Burn it in the fire of meditation. 
Strike it down with the Trisula of discrimination. You can attain 
Me". This is the philosophical significance of the picture of Lord 
Siva. 

You can witness the dance of Siva in the rising waves of 
the ocean, in the oscillation of the mind, in the movements of 
the senses and the Pranas, in the rotation of the planets and 
constellations, in cosmic Pralaya, in epidemics of infectious 
diseases, in huge inundations and volcanic eruptions, in earth- 
quakes, landslips, lightning and thunder, in huge conflagrations 
and cyclonic storm. 

As soon as the Guna Samya Avastha, wherein the three 
Gunas exist in a state of equilibrium, is disturbed by the will of 
the Lord, the Gunas manifest and quintuplication of elements 
takes place. There is vibration of Omkara or Sabda Brahman. 
There is manifestation of primal energy. This is the dance of 
Siva. The whole cosmic play or activity or Lila is the dance of 
Siva, All movements within the cosmos are His dance. He 
gazes on Prakriti and energises Her. Mind, Prana, matter begin 
to dance. When He begins to dance, the Sakti Tattva manifests. 
From Sakti, Nada proceeds and from Nada, Bindu originates. 
Then the universe of names and forms is projected. The undif- 
ferentiated matter, energy and sound become differentiated. 

The burning grounds are the abodes of Siva. Rudra is the 
destructive aspect of the Lord. Lord Siva dances in the crema- 
torium with Kaali, in His ten-armed form. The Siva Ganas also 
join with Him in the dance. 

Nataraja of Chidambaram is the expert dancer. He has 
four hands. He wears the Ganga and the crescent moon on His 
matted locks. He holds Damaru in His right hand. He shows 
Abhaya Mudra to His devotees with His raised lef hand. The 
significance is: “O devotees! Do not be afraid. | shal! protect 
you all.” One left hand holds the fire. The other right hand points 
down on the Asura Muyalaka who is holding a cobra. He has 
raised the left foot in a beautiful manner. 
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The sound of the drum invites the individual souls to His 
feet. It represents Omkara. All the Sanskrit alphabets have 
come out of the play of the Damaru. Creation arises from 
Damaru. The hand which shows Abhaya Mudra gives 
protection. Destruction proceeds from fire. The raised foot 
indicates Maya or illusion. The hand which points down shows 
that His feet are the sole refuge of the individual souls. 
Tiruakshi represents Omkara or Pranava. 

Chidambaram is a sacred place of pilgrimage in South 
India. All the Tamil saints have sung hymns in praise of 
Nataraja. There is Akasa Linga here which indicates that Lord 
Siva is formless and attributeless. The popular saying goes: 
““4e who dies in Banares with Ramanam in his lips and heart, 
attains salvation. He who remembers Arunachalam or 
Tiruvannamalai attains Mukti. He who gets Darsana of 
Nataraja attains final emancipation.” Real Chidambaram is 
within the heart. Nataraja dances in the hearts of devotees who 
have burnt egoism, lust, hatred, pride and jealousy. 

He dances quite gently. If He dances vehemently the 
whole earth will sink down at once. He dances with His eyes 
closed, because the sparks from His eyes will consume the en- 
tire universe. The five activities of the Lord, Panchakriyas, viz., 
Srishti (creation), Sthiti (preservation), Samhara (destruction), 
Tirobhava (illusion) and Anugraha (grace), are the dances of 
Siva. 

May you all comprehend the true significance of the dance 
of Siva. May you all dance in ecstasy in tune with Lord Siva and 
merge in Him and enjoy the Sivananda, the final beatitude of 
life! 


il 


Lord Siva is an embodiment of wisdom. He is the Light of lights. 
He is Paramjyoti or supreme Light. He is self-luminous or 
Svayam-Jyoti. The dance of Siva represents the rhythm and 
movement of the world-spirit. At His dance the evil forces and 
darkness quiver and vanish. 

In the night of Brahma or during Pralaya, Prakriti is inert, 
motionless. There is Guna-Samya Avastha. The three Gunas 
are in a state of equilibrium or poise. She cannot dance till Lord 
Siva wills it, Lord Siva rises from His profound silence and be- 
gins to dance, The undifferentiated sound becomes differenti- 
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ated through the vibration set up by the movements of His 
Damaru or drum. Sabda Brahman comes into being. The undif- 
ferentiated energy also becomes differentiated. The equipoise 
in the Gunas becomes disturbed. The three Gunas Sattva, 
Rajas and Tamas manifest. All the spheres, the atoms and the 
electrons also dance rhythmically and in an orderly manner. At- 
oms dance in the molecule and molecules dance in all bodies. 
Stars dance in time and space. Prakriti also begins to dance 
about Him as His glory or Vibhuti. The Prana begins to operate 
on Akasa or subtle matter. Various forms manifest. 
Hiranyagarbha or the golden egg or the cosmic mind also man- 
ifests. 

When the time comes, Lord Siva destroys all names and 
forms by fire while dancing. There is stillness again. 

This is the symbolism involved in the form of Nataraja. The 
deer in the hand of Siva represents Asuddha Maya. The axe 
represents knowledge which destroys ignorance. The drum, 
the outstretched arm that carries fire, the water (Ganga), the 
hand with the axe, the foot standing on the Asura Muyalaka, 
are the formless or Sukshma Panchaksharas. 

Srishti (creation) is in the drum; Sthiti (preservation) is in 
the Abhaya hand; Samhara (destruction) is in the hand that 
holds the axe; Tirobhava (veiling) is in the pressing foot: and 
Anugraha (blessing) is in the uplifted foot. 

There are various kinds of dances of Siva. There are the 
Samhara dance, the five dances, the six dances, the eight 
dances, the Kodu Kotti dance, the Pandam dance, the Kodu 
dance. The Kodu Kotti is the dance after the destruction of 
everything. Pandam is the dance after the destruction of the 
three cities, wearing the ashes of those cities. Kodu or 
Kapalam is the dance holding Brahma’s head in the hand. 
Samhara is the dance at the time of dissolution or Pralaya. 

Srishti, Sthiti, Samhara, Tirobhava and Anugraha, and 
also Muni-Tandava, Anavarata Tandava and Ananda Tandava 
constitute the eight dances. Sivananda dance, Sundara dance, 
the golden city dance, the golden Chidambaram dance and the 
wonderful dance form the five dances. The five previous 
dances and the Ananda dance in the end form the six dances. 

Lord Siva is the only dancer. He is the Master or expert 
dancer. He is the King of dancers. He quelled the pride of Kaaii. 
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Lord Siva’s destruction is not a single act, but is a series of acts. 
There is a different kind of dance at every stage. 

May Lord Nataraja, the great dancer help you in the attain- 
ment of Sivanandam or the eternal bliss of Siva! 


LORD NATARAJA—THE GREAT DANCER 


‘Ya’ in Namassivaya represents Jiva or the individual soul. The 
Panchakshara Namassivaya forms the body of Lord Siva. The 
hand that wears fire is ‘Na’. The foot that presses the demon 
Muyalaka is ‘Ma’. The hand that holds Damaru is 'Si’. The right 
and left hands that move about are ‘Va’. The hand that shows 
Abhaya is ‘Ya’. 

Once upon atime, a group of Rishis abandoned their faith 
in the true Lord and took to the worship of false deities. Lord 
Siva wanted to teach them a lesson. He stirred in them strange 
passions. The Rishis became very furious. They created many 
evils through their power of penance and let them loose upon 
Siva. Lord Siva overcame them and finally defeated the great 
Kaali, a creation of the Rishis, by the cosmic dance. 

At the time of Sri Nataraja’s dance, Patanjali Rishi and 
Vyaghrapada were witnessing the dance and enjoying it. They 
were standing on either side of the Lord. Even in paintings and 
sculpture of the Nataraja’s Murti, you will find the figures of 
Patanjali and Vyaghrapada on either side of Nataraja. The 
lower part of the body of Vyaghrapada will resemble that of 
tiger and the corresponding part of Patanjali that of the serpent. 


The most wonderful dance of Nataraja is the Urdhva 
Tandava. In this dance the left leg is lifted up and the toe points 
to the sky. This is the most difficult form of dance. Nataraja de- 
feated Kaali by this pose in dancing. Kaali successfully com- 
peted with Nataraja in all other modes of dance. Nataraja lost 
His earring while dancing. He succeeded by means of His toe, 
in this form of dance, in restoring the ornament to its original 
place without the knowledge of the audience. 


Nataraja danced with His right leg lifted upwards. This is 
the Gajahasta pose in dancing or Nritya. He danced continu- 
ously without changing His legs once. 

There is another dance pose of Siva on the head of an 
elephant. In this form, Lord Siva is known as Gajasana Murti. At 
the foot of Lord Siva, there is the head of an elephant monster. 
Lord Siva has eight hands. He holds the trident, the drum and 
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the noose in His three right hands. He holds the shield and the 
skull in His two hands. The third left hand is held in Vismaya 
pose. 

An Asura assumed the form of an elephant to kill the Brah- 
mins who were sitting round the Linga of Visvanath in Banares, 
absorbed in meditation. Lord Siva came out suddenly from the 
Linga and killed the elephant-monster and used the skin as His 
garment. 


DANCE OF SIVA 


The flood of nineteen-twenty-four 

Was horrible in Rishikesh; 

lt carried away many Mahatmas and Sadhus, 
This is the dance of Siva. 


The impetuous Chandrabhaga 
Turned its course in 1943; 
People crossed it with difficulty 
With the help of elephant, 

This is the dance of Siva. 


In the morning of eleventh January 1945 
There was fall of snow 

On the surrounding Himalayas; 

The chill was terrible, 

This is the dance of Siva. 


Lord Visvanath dwells now 

In a place where there was forest. 
He pleases the whole world. 

He bestows health and long life. 
This is the dance of Siva. 


Forests become Ashrams, 
Islands become an ocean, 
Ocean becomes an island, 
Cities become deserts, 

This is the dance of Siva. 

Siva gazes at His Sakti 

Then there is the atomic dance, 
There is the dance of Prakriti, 
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Lord Siva merely witnesses, 
This is the dance of Siva. 


Then Prana vibrates, mind moves, 
Senses function, 

Buddhi operates, 

Heart pumps, lungs breathe, 
Stomach digests, intestines excrete, 
This is the dance of Siva. 


This is a world of change, 

A changing thing is perishable; 
Know the Imperishablie 

Which is changeless 

And become Immortal. 


Chapter VI 
SAKTI YOGA PHILOSOPHY 


I 


The power or active aspect of the immanent God is Sakti. Sakti 
is the embodiment of power. She is the supporter of the vast 
universe. She is the supreme power by which the world is up- 
held. She is the Universal Mother. She is Durga, Kaali, Chandi, 
Chamundi, Tripurasundari, Rajesvari. There is no difference 
between God and His Sakti, just as there is no difference 
between fire and its burning power. 

He who worships Sakti, that is, God in Mother form, as the 
supreme power which creates, sustains and withdraws the 
universe, is a Sakta. All women are forms of the Divine Mother. 

Siva is the unchanging consciousness: Sakti is His chang- 
ing power which appears as mind and matter. Saktivada or 
Saktadarsana is a form of monism or Advaitavada. 

A Sakta does Sadhana which helps the union of Siva and 
Sakti, through the awakening of the forces within the body. He 
becomes a Siddha in the Sadhana, when he is able to awaken 
Kundalini and pierce the six Chakras. This is to be done ina 
perfect practical way under the guidance of a Guru who has be- 
come perfect. The Sakti must be awakened by Dhyana, by 
Bhava, by Japa, by Mantra-Sakti. The Mother, the embodiment 
of the fifty letters, is present in the various letters in the different 
Chakras. When the chords of a musical instrument are struck 
harmoniously, fine music is produced. Even so, when the 
chords of the letters are struck in their order, the Mother who 
moves in the six Chakras and who is the very self of the letters, 
awakens Herself. The Sadhaka attains Siddhi easily when She 
is roused. It is difficult to say when and how She shows Herself 
and to what Sadhaka. Sadhana means unfolding, rousing up or 
awakening of power or Sakti. Mode of Sadhana depends upon 
the tendencies and capacities of the Sadhaka. 

Sakti may be termed as that by which we live and have our 
being in this universe. In this world all the wants of the child are 
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provided by the mother. The child's growth, development and 
sustenance are looked after by the mother. Even so, all the 
necessaries of life and its activities in this world and the energy 
needed for it, depend upon Sakti or the Universal Mother. 


No one can free himself from the thraldom of mind and 
matter without Mother's grace. The fetters of Maya are too hard 
to break. If you worship Her as the great Mother, you can very 
easily go beyond Prakriti through Her benign grace and bless- 
ings. She will remove all obstacles in the path and lead you 
Safely into the illimitable domain of eternal bliss and make you 
free. When She is pleased and bestows Her blessings on you, 
then alone you can free yourself from the bondage of this 
formidable Samsara. 


The first syllable which a child or a quadruped utters is the 
name of the beloved mother, Is there any child which does not 
owe its all to the affection and love of its mother? It is the 
mother who protects you, consoles you, cheers you and nurses 
you. She is your friend, philosopher, protector and guide 
throughout your life. Human mother is a manifestation of the 
Universal Mother. 


The Supreme Lord is represented as Siva and His power 
is represented as his consort, Sakti or Durga or Kaali. Just as 
the husband and wife look after the well-being of the family, so 
also Lord Siva and His Sakti are engaged in looking after the 
affairs of the world. 

Radha, Durga, Lakshmi, Sarasvati and Savitri are the five 
primary forms of Prakriti or Devi. Durga destroyed Madhu and 
Kaitabha through Vishnu. As Mahalakshmi, She destroyed the 
Asura Mahisha and as Sarasvati She destroyed Sumbha and 
Nisumbha with their companions Dhumralochana, Chanda, 
Munda and Raktabija. 


When Vishnu and Mahadeva destroyed various Asuras, 
the power of Devi was behind them. Devi took Brahma, Vishnu 
and Rudra and gave them necessary Sakti to proceed with the 
work of creation, preservation and destruction. She is at the 
centre of the universe. She is in Muladhara Chakra in our 
bodies. She vitalises the body through the Sushumna. She 
vitalises the universe from the summit of Mount Meru. 

In this system of Sakti philosophy, Siva is omnipresent, 
impersonal, inactive. He is pure consciousness. Sakti is 
dynamic. Siva and Sakti are related as Prakasa and Vimarsa. 
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Sakti or Vimarsa is the power that is latent in the pure 
consciousness. Vimarsa gives rise to the world of distinctions. 
Siva is Chit. Sakti is Chidrupini. Brahma, Vishnu and Siva do 
their functions of creation, preservation and destruction in 
obedience to Sakti. Sakti is endowed with Iccha (will), Jnana 
(knowledge) and Kriya (action). Siva and Sakti are one. Sakti 
Tattva and Siva Tattva are inseparable. Siva is always with 
Sakti. There are thirty-six Tattvas, in Sakti philosophy. Sakti is 
in Sakti Tattva, Nada in Sadakhya Tattva, Bindu in Isvara 
Tattva. The creative aspect of the Supreme Siva is called Siva 
Tattva. Siva Tattva is the first creative movement. Sakti Tattva is 
the will of Siva. It is the seed and womb of the entire world. 


The first manifestation is called the Sadakhya or Sadasiva 
Tattva. In this Tattva there is the beginning of formation of 
ideas. There is Nada Sakti in this Tattva. Next comes Isvara 
Tattva. This Tativa is called Bindu. The fourth Tattva is Vidya or 
Suddhavidya. Then Prakriti modifies into the Tattvas of mind, 
senses and the matter which constitutes the worid. 


Nada, Bindu are all names for different aspects of Sakti. 
Nada is really Siva Sakti. Siva has two aspects. In one aspect, 
He is the supreme changeless one who is Satchidananda. This 
is Para Samvit. In the other aspect, He changes as the world. 
The cause of the change is Siva Tattva. This Siva Tattva and 
Sakti Tattva are inseparable. Sakti Tattva is the first dynamic 
aspect of Brahman. 


Nishkala Siva is Nirguna Siva. He is not connected with 
the creative Sakti. Sakala Siva is associated with the creative 
Sakti. Maya or Prakriti is within the womb of Sakti. Maya is the 
matrix of the world. Maya is potential in the state of dissolution. 
She is dynamic in creation. Maya evolves into the several ma- 
terial elements and other physical parts of all sentient creatures 
under the direction of Sakti. There are thirty-six Tattvas in Sakti 
philosophy. In Sakti philosophy we have Brahman, Sakti, 
Nada, Bindu and Suddhamaya. In Saiva Siddhanta philosophy 
we have Siva, Sakti, Sadakhya and the Suddhamaya. The rest 
of the evolution in Sakti philosophy is the same as in Saiva 
Siddhanta philosophy. 

Knowledge of Sakti leads to salvation. “Saktiinanam vina 
devi nirvvanam naiva jayate—O Devi! Without the knowledge of 
Sakti, Mukti cannot be attained” (Isvara says to Devi). The Jiva 
or the individual soul thinks when he is under the influence of 


70 LORD SIVA AND HIS WORSHIP 


Maya that he is the doer and the enjoyer and identifies himself 
with the body. Through the grace of Sakti and through Sadhana 
or self-culture, the individual soul frees himself from all fetters, 
attains spiritual insight and merges himself in the Supreme. 

There is in reality nothing but the One Self. The experi- 
enced is nothing but the experiencer. Brahman appears as the 
world through the mirror of mind or Maya. An object is nothing 
but the One Self appearing through Maya as non-self, to itself 
as subject. Triputi or knower, knowledge and knowable 
vanishes in Nirvikalpa Samadhi. Supreme Siva or Brahman 
alone exists. 

In the Kenopanishad, it is said that the gods became 
puffed up with a victory over the Asuras. They wrongly took the 
success to be the result of their own valour and prowess. The 
Lord wanted to teach them a lesson. He appeared before them 
in the form of a Yaksha, a huge form, the beginning and end of 
which were not visible. The Devas wanted to find out the iden- 
tity of this form and sent Agni for this purpose. The Yaksha 
asked Agni: “What is your name and power?" Agni replied: “I 
am Agni (Jatavedas). | can burn up the whole universe in a min- 
ute.” The Yaksha placed before Agni a dry blade of grass and 
asked him to burn it. Agni was not able to burn it. He ran away 
from the Yaksha in shame. The gods then sent Vayu to enquire 
who the Yaksha was. Vayu approached the Yaksha. The 
Yaksha said to Vayu: “Who are you? What is your power?" 
Vayu said: “| am wind-god. | can blow up the whole world in a 
minute.” The Yaksha then placed a blade of grass before Vayu 
and told him to blow that away. Vayu could not make it move an 
inch from its place. He left the place in shame. Last of all came 
Indra himself. When Indra reached the place, he found that the 
Yaksha had vanished. 

Then Uma appeared before Indra and revealed to him the 
real identity of the Yaksha. She said to Indra: “It is the power of 
the Divine Mother and not that of the gods that crowned the 
gods with victory. It is the Sakti or Uma or Haimavati, sister of 
Krishna, that is the source of the strength of all the gods.” Sakti 
is the great teacher of Jnana. She sheds wisdom on her 
devotees. 

May you all obtain the grace of Sakti or the Universal 
Mother and enjoy the supreme bliss of the final emancipation. 
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Sakti is Chidrupini. She is pure, blissful Consciousness. 
She is the Mother of Nature. She is Nature itself, She is the 
power of Lord Siva or Brahman. She runs this world-show. She 
maintains the sportive play or Lila of the Lord. She is 
Jagat-Janani (creator of the world), Mahishasuramardini 
(destroyer of Mahishasura) Bhrantinasini (destroyer of illusion 
or Avidya), and Daridryanasini (destroyer of poverty). 

Devi is Sakti of Lord Siva. She is Jada Sakti and Chit 
Sakti. She is lccha Sakti, Kriya Sakti and Jnana Sakti. She is 
Maya Sakti. Sakti is Prakriti, Maya, Mahamaya, Sri Vidya. Sakti 
is Brahman itself. She is Lalita, Kundalini, Rajesvari, 
Tripurasundari, Sati and Parvati. Sati manifested to Lord Siva 
in the ten forms as the Dasa Maha Vidyas, viz., Kaali, 
Bagalamukhi, Chinnamasta, Bhuvanesvari, Matangi, Shodasi, 
Dhumavati, Tripurasundari, Tara and Bhairavi. 

Worship of Sakti or Saktism is one of the oldest and most 
widespread religions in the world. Everybody in this world 
wants power, loves to possess power. He is elated by power. 
He wants to domineer over others through power. War is the 
outcome of greed for power. Scientists are followers of 
Saktism. He who wishes to develop will-power and charming 
personality, is a follower of Saktism. In reality, every man in this 
world is a follower of Saktism. 

Scientists say now that everything is energy only and that 
energy is the physical ultimate of all forms of matter. The follow- 
ers of the Sakta school of philosophy have said the same thing, 
long ago. They further say that this energy is only a limited 
manifestation of the Infinite Supreme Power of Maha Sakti. 

Sakti is always with Siva. They are inseparable like fire 
and heat. Sakti evolves Nada and Nada Bindu. The world is a 
manifestation of Sakti. Suddha Maya is Chit Sakti. Prakriti is 
Jada Sakti. Nada, Bindu and the rest are only names for 
different aspects of Sakti. 

The countless universes are only dust of Divine Mother's 
holy feet. Her glory is ineffable. Her splendour is indescribable. 
Her greatness is unfathomable. She showers Her grace on Her 
sincere devotees. She leads the individual soul from Chakra to 
Chakra, from plane to plane and unifies him with Lord Siva in 
the Sahasrara. 
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The body is Sakti. The needs of the body are the needs of 
Sakti. When a man enjoys, it is Sakti who enjoys through him. 
His eyes, ears, hands and feet are Hers. She sees through his 
eyes, hears through his ears. Body, mind, Prana, egoism, intel- 
lect, organs and all the other functions are Her manifestations. 

Saktism speaks of personal and the impersonal aspects 
of Godhead. Brahman is Nishkala or without Prakriti and 
Sakala or with. Prakriti. The Vedantin speaks of Nirupadhika 
Brahman (Pure Nirguna Brahman without Maya) end 
Sopadhika Brahman (with Upadhi or Maya) or Saguna Brah- 
man. It is all the same. Names only are different. It is a play of 
words or Sabda Jalam. People fight on word only, carry on lin- 
gual warfare, hairsplitting, logical chopping and intellectual 
gymnastics. In reality the essence is one. Clay is the truth. All 
the modifications such as pot, etc,, are in name only. In Nirguna 
Brahman, Sakti is potential, whereas in Saguna Brahman, it is 
kinetic or dynamic. 

The basis of Saktism is the Veda. Saktism upholds that 
the only source and authority (Pramana) regarding transcen- 
dental or supersensual matters such as the nature of Brahman, 
etc., is Veda. Saktism is only Vedanta. The Saktas have the 
same Spiritual experience as that of a Vedantin. 

The Devi-Sukta of the Rig-Veda, the Sri-Sukta, 
Durga-Sukta, Bhu-Sukta and Nila-Sukta, and the specific 
Sakta Upanishads such as Tripuratapini Upanishad, Sitopani- 
shad, Devi Upanishad, Saubhagya-Upanishad, Sarasvati 
Upanishad, Bhavanopanishad, Bhavrichopanishad,  etc., 
emphatically declare about the Mother-aspect of God. The 
Kena Upanishad also speaks of Uma (Haimavati) who 
imparted wisdom of the Self to Indra and the Devas. 

Divine Mother is everywhere triple. She is endowed with 
the three Gunas, viz., Sattva, Rajas and Tamas. She manifests 
as Will (lccha Sakti). Action (Kriya Sakti) and Knowledge 
(Jnana Sakti). She is Brahma Sakti (Sarasvati) in conjunction 
with Brahma, Vishnu Sakti (Lakshmi) in conjunction with Lord 
Vishnu, and Siva Sakti (Gauri) in conjunction with Lord Siva. 
Hence She is called Tripurasundari. 

The abode of Tripurasundari, the Divine Mother is called 
Sri Nagara. This magnificent abode is surrounded by 
twenty-five ramparts, which represent the twenty-five Tattvas. 
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The resplendent Chintamani palace is in the middle. The Divine 
Mother sits in the Bindu Pitha in Sri Chakra in that wonderful 
palace. There is a similar abode for Her in the body of man 
also. The whole world is Her body. Mountains are Her bones. 
Rivers are Her veins. Ocean is Her bladder. Sun and moon are 
Her eyes. Wind is Her breath. Agni is Her mouth. 


The Sakti enjoys Bhukti (enjoyment in the world) and 
Mukti (liberation from all worlds). Siva is an embodiment of 
Bliss and Knowledge. Siva Himself appears in the form of man 
with a life—mixture of pleasure and pain. If you remember this 
point always, all dualism, all hatred, jealousy, pride will vanish. 
You must consider every human function as worship or a reli- 
gious act. Answering calls of nature, talking, eating, walking, 
seeing, hearing, become worship of Lord, if you develop the 
right attitude. It is Siva who works in and through man. Where 
then is egoism or individuality? All human actions 2re divine 
actions. One universal life throbs in the hearts of all, sees in the 
eyes of all, works in the hands of all, hears in the ears of all. 
What a magnificent experience it is, if one can feel this by 
crushing this little ‘I’! The old Samskaras, the old Vasanas, the 
old habits of thinking, stand in the way of your realising this 
experience—Whole. 

The aspirant thinks that the world is identical with the 
Divine Mother. He moves about thinking his own form to be the 
form of the Divine Mother and thus beholds oneness every- 
where. He also feels that the Divine Mother is identical with 
Para Brahman. 


The advanced Sadhaka feels: “I am the Devi and the Devi 
is in me". He worships himself as Devi instead of adoring any 
external object. He says: “Sa-aham—I am She (Devi). 


Saktism is not a mere theory or philosophy. It prescribes 
systematic Sadhana of Yoga, regular discipline, according to 
the temperament, capacity and degree of evolution of the 
Sadhaka. It helps the aspirant to arouse the Kundalini and unite 
Her with Lord Siva and enjoy the Supreme Bliss or Nirvikalpa 
Samadhi. When Kundalini sleeps, man is awake to the world. 
He has objective consciousness. When She awakes, he 
sleeps. He loses all consciousness of the world and becomes 
one with the Lord. In Samadhi, the body is maintained by the 
nectar which flows from the union of Siva and Sakti with 
Sahasrara. 
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Guru is indispensable for the practice of Sakti Yoga 
Sadhana. He initiates the aspirant and transmits the divine 
Sakti. 

Physical contact with a female is gross Maithuna. This is 
due to Pasu Bhava or animal disposition or brutal instinct. 
Mother Kundalini Sakti unites with Lord Siva in Sahasrara dur- 
ing Nirvikalpa Samadhi. This is real Maithuna or blissful union. 
This is due to Divya Bhava or divine disposition. You must rise 
from Pasu Bhava to Divya Bhava, through Satsanga, service of 
Guru, renunciation and dispassion, discrimination, Japa and 
meditation. 

Worship of the Divine Mother with intense faith and per- 
fect devotion and self-surrender will help you to attain Her 
grace. Through Her grace alone, you can attain knowledge of 
the Imperishable. 

Glory to Tripurasundari, the World-Mother, who is also 
Raja-Rajesvari and Lalita Devi. May Her blessings be upon you 
alll 


SIVA AND SAKTI 


Sakti Tattva is really the negative aspect of the Siva Tattva. 
Though they are spoken of separately they are really one. Sakti 
Tattva is the will of Siva. 

Ambal, Ambika, Gauri, Jnanambika, Durga, Kaali, 
Rajesvari, Tripurasundari are all other names for Sakti. Sakti is 
Herself pure, blissful consciousness and is nature itself born of 
the creative play of Her thought. This Sakti cult is the concep- 
tion of God as the Universal Mother. 

Sakti is spoken of as Mother, because that is the aspect of 
the Supreme in which She is regarded as the genetrix and 
nourisher of the universe. But God is neither male nor female. 
He is named according to the body in which He is manifested. 

Hinduism is the only religion in the world which has 
emphasised much on the motherhood of God. The Devi-Sukta 
appears in the tenth Mandala of the Rig-Veda. It was revealed 
by Bak, the daughter of Maharshi Ambrin. In this Rigvedic 
hymn addressed to the Divine Mother, Bak speaks of her reali- 
sation of God as Mother who pervades the whole universe. In 
Bengal, Mother-worship is very prevalent. ‘Ma’ is always on the 
lips of every Bengall. 
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Siva and Sakti are essentially one. It is said in the very first 
verse of Kalidasa’s Raghuvamsa that Sakti and Siva stand to 
each other in the same relationship as the word and its mean- 
ing. Just as heat and fire are inseparable, so Sakti and Siva are 
inseparable. Lord Siva cannot do anything without Sakti. This 
is emphasised by Sri Sankaracharya in the first verse of 
Saundarya Lahari. 


Sakti is like the snake with motion. Siva is like the motion- 
less snake. Waveless ocean is Siva. Ocean with waves is 
Sakti. The transcendental Supreme Being is Siva. The man- 
ifested, immanent aspect of the Supreme is Sakti. Siva is 
attributeless. He is Nishkriya. Sakti is with attributes. She 
creates. Sakti is compared to a rope made up of tricoloured 
threads. 

Mother Kaali dances on the breast of Siva. She has terri- 
ble form but She is not really terrible. She ts all-merciful and 
gentle. She wears a garland made up of skulls. What does this 
mean? She wears the heads of Her devotees. How loving and 
affectionate She is to Her devotees! 

Kaali is the Divine Mother. She is the Sakti or power of 
Lord Siva. She is the dynamic aspect of Siva. Siva is the static 
aspect. Lord Siva is like a dead corpse. What does this signify? 
He is absolutely calm, motionless, breathless, with His eyes 
closed in Samadhi. He is actionless, changeless. He is un- 
touched by the cosmic play or Lila that is eternally going on, on 
His breast. 

He is absolutely dead to the world. He is beyond the three 
Gunas. There is no duality, no plurality, no relativity, no differen- 
tiation between subject and object, no distinction, no differ- 
ence, no Triputi, no Dvandvas, no Raga-Dvesha, no good and 
evil in Him. He is ever pure, Nirlipta (unattached). And yet He is 
the source, substratum, support, first cause for this universe. 
He simply gazes. Sakti is vitalised. She works and creates. In 
His mere presence Sakti keeps up the play of this universe or 
Lila. The whole world is a mere vibration or Spandana in Him. 
He is superconscious and yet He has cosmic consciousness. 
He constitutes all the names and forms and yet He is above all 
names and forms. This is a great marvel and a supreme 
mystery which cannot be comprehended by the finite intellect. 

Without Siva, Sakti has no existence and without Sakti, 
Siva has no expression. It is through Sakti that the Impersonal 
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Supreme Being Siva or Nirguna Brahman becomes the 
Personal Being or Saguna Brahman. Siva is the Soul of Durga 
or Kaali. Durga or Kaali is identical with Siva. Siva is 
Satchidananda. Durga or Kaali is Satchidananda Mayi. Siva 
and Sakti are one and neither is higher than the other. Sakti is 
Chit, Chidrupini, Chinmatra Rupini. 


SIVA AND PARVATI 


O Devi! All auspicious one, giver of success and prosperity, we 
bow to Thee! Shower peace and amity on this earth and protect 
us ever more by Your kind compassion at a glance! 

Parvati is the daughter of the king of Parvatas, Himavan. 
She is the wife or Sakti of Lord Siva. She is the matrix of the 
universe. She is the revealer of Brahman. She is not only 
Loka-Mata or World-Mother but also Brahma-Vidya. One of 
Her names is Sivajnana-Pradayini. She ts also called Sivaduti, 
Sivaradhya, Sivamurti and Sivankari. 

The grace of Devi is an indispensable factor for the attain- 
ment of God-realisation. Parvati or Sakti is all-in-all. You must 
rouse the Sakti by Yoga. Then the grace of Sakti will lead you to 
God-realisation and the attainment of the final emancipation 
and the achievement of infinite, eternal supreme bliss. 

The glorious story of Parvati is related in detail in the 
Mahesvara Kanda of the Skanda Purana. Sati, the daughter of 
Daksha Prajapati, the son of Brahma, was wedded to Lord 
Siva. Daksha did not like his son-in-law on account of His queer 
form, strange manners and peculiar habits. Daksha performed 
a sacrifice. He did not invite his daughter and son-in-law. Sati 
felt the insult and went to Her father and questioned him. He 
gave Her a displeasing reply. Sati got enraged at this. She did 
not want any more to be called his daughter. She preferred to 
offer Her body to fire and to be born again as Parvati to marry 
Siva. She created fire through Her Yogic power and destroyed 
Herself in that Yogagni. 

Lord Siva sent Virabhadra. He destroyed the sacrifice and 
drove away all the Devas who assembled there. The head of 
Daksha was cut off and thrown into the fire. Lord Siva had a 
goat’s head stuck to the body of Daksha at the request of 
Brahma. 

Lord Siva repaired to the Himalayas to do austerities. 
Asura Taraka had a boon from Brahma that he should die only 
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at the hands of the son of Siva and Parvati. Therefore the 
Devas requested Himavan to have Sati as his daughter. 
Himavan agreed. Sati was born as Parvati, the daughter of 
Himavan. She served Lord Siva during His penance and 
worshipped Him. Lord Siva married Parvati. 

Narada proceeded to Kailasa and saw Siva and Parvati 
with one body, half male, half female in the form of 
Ardhanarisvara. He wanted to see their play at dice. Lord Siva 
said He won the game. Parvati said that She was victorious. 
There was a quarrel. Siva left Parvati and went to practise aus- 
terities. Parvati assumed the form of a huntress and met Siva. 
Siva fell in love with the huntress. He went with her to her father 
to get his consent for the marriage. Narada informed Lord Siva 
that the huntress was Parvati. Narada told Parvati to apologise 
to Her Lord. They were reunited. 

Siva assumed the form of Arunachala hill as a Linga. He 
subdued the pride of Brahma and Vishnu who were quarrelling 
as to their relative greatness. Arunachala is a Tejolinga. Parvati 
saw Siva as Arunachala-lsvara. Siva took Parvati back to His 
side and made Her again Ardhanari. 


Asura Taraka greatly oppressed the Devas. Mahi-Sagara- 
Sangama-Kshetra was his capital. Lord Subrahmanya, the 
second son of Parvati, killed the Asura on the seventh day after 
his birth. 

Parvati created a child with the face of an elephant for Her 
pleasure. He was Lord Ganesa. He was made the Lord of all 
creatures to remove their obstacles. One day Lord Siva offered 
a fruit saying that it would be given to that child who would go 
round the world first. Lord Subrahmanya proceeded on a tour 
round the world. Lord Ganesa went round His father Siva, the 
Maha Linga who enveloped the whole universe, and got the 
fruit. 

Parvati had a dark skin. One day Lord Siva playfully 
referred to Her dark colour. She was much touched by Siva's 
remark. She went to the Himalayas to perform austerities. She 
attained a beautiful complexion and came to be called Gauri. 
Gauri joined Siva as Ardhanarisvara by the grace of Brahma. 

One day Parvati came behind Lord Siva and closed His 
eyes. The whole universe lost life and light. Siva asked Parvati 
to practise austerities in order to make amends for Her folly. 
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She proceeded to Kanchi (Kanjivaram) and did rigorous 
penance. Lord Siva created a flood. The Siva Linga which 
Parvati was worshipping was about to be washed away. She 
embraced the Linga. The Linga remained there as 
Ekambaresvara. She remained there as Kamakshi for the 
welfare of the world. 


Parvati ever dwells with Siva as His Sakti. She is the 
Divine Mother of this universe. She sheds wisdom and grace 
on Her devotees and makes them attain union with Her Lord. 
Salutations to Parvati and Siva, the real Parents of all beings. 


THE DIVINE MOTHER 


Sri Sankaracharya begins his Saundarya Lahari with a Sloka in 
which he shows that the combination of Siva and Sakti is the 
basis of all existence. Kalidasa prays in his first Sloka to Parvati 
and Lord Siva as the joint parents of the universe. 

Children are more familiar with the mother than with the 
father. Mother is an embodiment of affection, tenderness and 
love. She looks after the wants of the children. Whenever a 
child wants anything it approaches the mother rather than the 
father. In spiritual matters also the aspirant has more concern 
with Mother Kaali than Father Siva. Siva is indifferent to the 
external world. He is unattached. He is lost in Samadhi with His 
eyes closed. It is Sakti or the Divine Mother alone who really 
looks after the affairs of the world. She will introduce to Her 
Lord for the attainment of final emancipation when She is 
pleased with the earnestness of the devotee. 


Siva and Sakti are inseparable. This is shown in 
Ardhanarisvara—Siva and Parvati (with one body, half male 
and half-female). Lord Siva has Parvati as the left half of His 
body. 

Siva-Jnana leads us on to the realisation of Self and be- 
stows on us eternal bliss and frees us from births and deaths. It 
shows us the light of life, It is the eye of intuition. It is the third 
eye of Siva. This third eye destroys all illusions and passions. 

Sakti is thought of in various forms. Sarasvati is the 
Goddess of learning. Lakshmi is the Goddess of wealth. 
Parvati or Uma is the bliss-bestowing Goddess. 

The Markandeya Purana contains seven hundred verses 
which are known as the Sapta-sati or the Chandi or the 
Devi-Mahatmya. It is one of the most famous religious texts of 
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the Hindus. It ranks almost equal with the Gita. It describes in 
an allegorical form, that in the path of salvation the chief obsta- 
cles are our own desire, anger, greed and ignorance and we 
can overcome them through the grace of Divine Moiher if we 
sincerely worship Her. 

The book gives a beautiful description of the three aspects 
of the Mother as Mahakaali, Mahalakshmi and Maha 
Sarasvati—the Tamasic, the Rajasic and the Sattvic aspects of 
the Divine Mother. 

The Devas were oppressed by the Asuras. The gods 
invoked the blessings of Divine Mother. She appeared as the 
above three forms and destroyed the Asuras and protected the 
gods. The Divine Mother has given to men as well as gods, Her 
definite and infallible promise that whenever they would 
remember Her in danger or difficulties She would save them. 


SAKT!I ENERGISES THE TRIMURTIS 


O Lord Siva! Silent adorations unto Thee! Thou art the only 
refuge, the only object of adoration, the one Governor of the 
Universe, the self-effulgent Being. Thou art the creator, 
preserver and destroyer of the universe. Thou art the Highest, 
the Immovable, the Absolute. 

Sakti is the energy or the vital power that makes any 
activity possible. When a man does any work he does it only by 
virtue of his Sakti. If he is unable to do the work he says that he 
has no Sakti to do that work. Hence Sakti is that which enables 
one to work. Sakti is Devi. Sakti is the Divine Mother. Mind is 
Sakti. Prana is Sakti. Will is Sakti. 

Devi Bhagavata deals with the forms of Prakriti. Devi took 
the Trimurtis to Her abode in Manidvipa, gave them their 
consorts Sarasvati, Lakshmi and Parvati and sent out for the 
life of universe in the new Kalpa. 

Lord Narayana created Brahma from His navel. Brahma 
did not know what to do. Vishnu and Siva also did not know 
how to set going the life of a new universe in a new Kalpa after 
the dissolution. They were lifted in a Vimana or celestial car 
and they soon reached a strange region where they were trans- 
formed into women. They were in a land of women headed by 
Devi. It was Manidvipa in the Sudha Samudra, the ocean of 
nectar. The newly made women stayed there, for a hundred 
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years. They did not know who they were, why they were there 
and what they were to do. 

Then they were put in the company of men and they them- 
selves became men. They were coupled, Brahma with 
Sarasvati, Vishnu with Lakshmi and Siva with Parvati. They 
found themselves at once in their original place and they knew 
what to do. They understood their functions. The Trimurtis at- 
tain Sakti through association with the Devi. 

Parvati is the Sakti of Lord Siva who bestows Jnana and 
Mukti on men. Lakshmi is the Sakti of Vishnu who gives pros- 
perity to the people. Sarasvati is the Sakti of Brahma who cre- 
ates the world. Radha is the Sakti of Lord Krishna who leads 
humanity to Mukti through Bhakti. 


May Sakti bless you all with Sakti! 


MOTHER GANGA 


The Ganga is the most sacred river of India. Lord Krishna says 
in the Gita: “| am the Ganga among rivers”. No germ can flour- 
ish in the waters of the Ganga. It is saturated with antiseptic 
minerals. In the West, doctors prescribe Ganga water for rub- 
bing in the treatment of diseases of the skin. Ganga is not 
merely a river, It is a sacred Tirtha. It is possessed of mysteri- 
ous powers which are not found in any other rivers of the worid. 
Even scientists have admitted the efficacy of the Ganga water. 
Dr. F.C. Harrison of McGill University, Canada, writes: “A 
peculiar fact, which has never been satisfactorily explained, is 
the quick death (in three or five hours) of the cholera vibrio in 
the waters of Ganga. When one remembers sewage, by nu- 
merous corpses of natives (often dead of cholera) and by the 
bathing of thousands of natives, it seems remarkable that the 
belief of the Hindus, that the water of this river is pure and can- 
not be defiled, and that they can safely drink it and bathe in it, 
should be confirmed by means of modern bacteriological re- 
search.” A well-known French physician Dr. D. Herelle, made 
similar investigations into the mystery of the Ganga. He ob- 
served some of the floating corpses of men dead of dysentery 
and cholera and was surprised to find that only a few feet below 
the bodies, where one would expect to find millions of these 
dysentery and cholera germs, there were no germs at all. He 
then grew germs from patients having the disease and to these 
cultures added water from the Ganga. When he incubated the 
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mixture for a period, much to his surprise, the germs were 
completely destroyed. 

A British physician Dr. C.E. Nelson, F.R.C.S. tells us of an- 
other striking fact. He says: “Ships leaving Calcutta for England 
take their water from the Hugli river which is one of the mouths 
of the filthy Ganga and this Ganga water will remain fresh all 
the way to England. On the other hand, ships leaving England 
for India, find that the water they take on in London will not stay 
fresh till they reach Bombay, the nearest Indian port, which is a 
week closer to England than Calcutta. They must replenish 
their water supply at Port Said, Suez or at Aden on the Red 
Sea. It is no wonder that the Indian people should hold that the 
Ganga is very sacred and possessed of mysterious powers.” 


For a Hindu the word ‘Ganga’ has its own sacred associa- 
tion. Every Hindt thirsts for a dip in the Ganga, and for a drop of 
water at the time of his death. Aspirants and mendicants build 
their huts on the banks of the Ganga for practising penance 
and meditation. Bhishma spoke very highly on the glory of the 
Ganga in his parting instructions to the Pandavas from his bed 
of arrows. 

Whenever a pious Hindu goes to take his bath, he invokes 
first the Ganga, and feels Her presence in the water before he 
takes a plunge in the river. If he lives in a place far away from 
the Ganga, he intensely yearns to see Her on some day and 
feels blessed by bathing in the holy waters. He carries some 
water to his house and carefully saves it in.a vessel so that he 
may use it for purposes of purification. 


Hindus believe that all their sins are washed away if they 
take a dip in the sacred waters of the Ganga. 


In the Satya Yuga, all places were sacred. In the Treta 
Yuga, Pushkara was considered as the most holy place. In the 
Dvapara Yuga, Kurukshetra was regarded as the most sacred 
place. In Kali Yuga, the Ganga has that glory. Devi Bhagavata 
says: “He who utters the name of Ganga even from hundreds 
of miles afar, is freed from sins and attains the abode of Lord 
Hari. 

The Ganga comes out of the Supreme Being. She enters 
the feet of Lord Hari and reaches Vaikuntha. She issues from 
Goloka and passes through the regions of Vishnu, Brahma, 
Siva, Dhruva, Chandra, Surya, Tapah, Janah, Mahah, and 
reaching Indraloka flows as Mandakini. 
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The Ganga entered the matted locks of Lord Siva at the 
request of Bhagiratha who did rigorous penance for the 
descent of Ganga to Patala for the redemption of his ancestors, 
the thousand sons of Sagara, who had been burnt to ashes by 
sage Kapila. , 

Thereupon, She flowed down from the locks of Lord Siva. 
She was drunk up by the sage Jahnu, as the water inundated 
the Yajnasala of the sage. Then again She issued out of the ear 
of the sage and acquired the name of Jahnavi. She is also 
known by the name Bhagirathi, daughter of Bhagiratha. The 
Ganga flowed into Patala as Bhagirathi. The ancestors of the 
king were raised to Svarga by the touch of the sacred waters of 
the Ganga. 

Ganga had to take a human form on account of Her own 
fault in behaviour in the presence of Brahma. She became the 
wife of Santanu. Santanu also was a celestial being known as 
king Mahabhisha. He had to take birth in the world for his fault 
in conduct in the presence of Brahma by showing vanity. 
Ganga gave birth to Bhishma, the illustrious hero and sage. 

Ganga consented to bear the seed of Lord Siva which was 
transferred to Her by Agni. She gave to the world Lord 
Subrahmanya, the great commander of the army of Devas, 
who killed the formidable Asura Taraka. 

Ganga is the form of Vishnu. Her sight is soul-stirring and 
elevating. She flows in the valleys and lives by the side of 
Parvati, daughter of Himavan. How magnificent She is when 
She flows in the valley of Rishikesh! She has a blue colour like 
that of the ocean. The water is extremely clear and sweet. Rich 
people from the plains get water from Rishikesh. They take it in 
big copper-vessels to far off places in India. 

To have a look at the Ganga in Rishikesh, is soul-elevat- 
ing. To sit for a few minutes on a block of stone by the side of 
the Ganga, is a blessing. To stay for some months in Rishikesh 
on the bank of the Ganga and do Anushthana or 
Purascharana, is great Tapas which will take the aspirant to the 
abode of Lord Hari. To live for ever on the banks of the Ganga 
and spend the life in meditation is Sivanandam. 

May Mother Ganga bless you all! May She help you to live 
on Her banks and practise Yoga and Tapas! 
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TRIPURA RAHASYA 


The three cities are Anava Mala (egoism), Karma (bondage of 
Karma) and Maya (the illusory power of Lord Siva which veils 
the individual souls). Destroy the first city Anava Mala through 
self-surrender to Lord Siva and consequent descent of His 
grace (Anugraha). Annihilate the second impurity, viz., Karma, 
through consecrating the fruits of your actions to the Lord and 
destroying the idea ‘| am the doer’, by developing the Nimitta 
Bhava, the Bhava that Lord Siva is working through your 
various organs and that you are a mere instrumentin His hands 
(Chariyai and Kiriyai). You will not be bound by actions. You will 
attain purity of heart and through purity of heart, realisation of 
Sivanandam or eternal bliss of Siva. Annihilate the third 
impurity, viz., Maya, through the recitation of Panchakshara, 
worship of Guru, hearing and reflection of the attributes of the 
Lord and His various Lilas and meditation on His form and 
Satchidananda aspect. 

This is the destruction of the three cities or castles. This is 
Tripura Rahasya. 

Destroy Tamas through Rajas and convert Rajas into 
Sattva, by developing various virtuous qualities, by taking 
Sattvic food, by Satsanga, Japa of Panchakshara and 
meditation on Lord Siva. Transcend Sattva also. You will attain 
oneness with Lord Siva. 

This is the destruction of the three cities or castles. This is 
Tripura Rahasya. 

Annihilate the evil tendencies or Asubha Vasanas, viz., 
lust, anger, greed, hatred, jealousy, through Subha Vasanas or 
good tendencies, viz., Japa, meditation, study of religious 
books, Kirtan or singing Lord's praise. You will enjoy the eternal 
bliss of Siva. 

This is the destruction of the three cities or castles. This is 
Tripura Rahasya. 

Serve the Guru. Purify your heart by serving him with faith 
and devotion. Learn the Yogic practices which lead to the 
awakening of Kundalini from him and practise them. Study the 
Yoga Sastras under him. Observe celibacy. Kill the Shadripus 
or six enemies. Look within. Take the Kundalini through the 
Sushumna Nadi and break the Granthis through the Chakras 
and unite Her with Her Lord Sadasiva at the Sahasrara Chakra 
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at the crown of the head and enjoy the eternal bliss of Lord 
Siva. 

This is the destruction of the three cities or castles. This is 
Tripura Rahasya. 

Kill the three bodies, i.e., transcend the three bodies, viz., 
the gross or physical body (Sthula Deha), subtle body 
(Sukshma Deha) and causal body (Karana Sarira). Go above 
the five sheaths or Kosas (Annamaya, Pranamaya, Mano- 
maya, Vijnanamaya and Anandamaya), through meditation on 
Lord Siva and attain Siva Sayujya. 

This is the destruction of the three cities or castles. This is 
Tripura Rahasya. 


Become a witness of the three states, viz., waking, dream- 
ing and deep sleep states. Stand as a spectator. Withdraw 
yourself from the objective consciousness. Live within. Attain 
the Turiya state or the fourth state or Siva Pada. 

This is the destruction of the three cities or castles. This is 
Tripura Rahasya. 

Go above physical consciousness, subconsciousness 
and mental consciousness and attain the superconsciousness 
State or Nirvikalpa or Asamprajnata Samadhi. 

This is the destruction of the three cities or castles. This is 
Tripura Rahasya. 

Go above instinct, reason, understanding and open the 
eye of intuition, the third eye of Siva (Divya Chakshus) and 
merge yourself in the supreme light of Siva. Go above thinking, 
willing and feeling and enter the supreme silence or thought- 
less state of Siva Nirvana. 

This is the destruction of the three cities or castles. This is 
Tripura Rahasya. 


Tripura Sundari is the Sakti of Lord Siva. She and Siva are 
one. She is extremely beautiful. She attracts the devotees to 
Her blissful Self and sheds wisdom, devotion and divine light 
on them. Hence, She is called Tripura Sundari. She helps the 
aspirants to destroy the three cities or castles mentioned 
above. 

The whole world is under Her control, The entire universe 
is under the sway of Her three Gunas. All the ties and bonds of 
Karma can be broken down; the wheel of births and deaths can 
be rent asunder only by Her worship and benign grace. All sins 
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can be destroyed and the eternal bliss of Siva can be realised 
only through singing Her praise and repetition of Her Names. 

She is called Tripura, the three cities. The body of a man 
or a woman is one of the forms assumed by Her. The whole 
world is Her body. All the Devas are Her forms only. All the 
triplets of the sacred texts are contained in Her. The triplets, 
viz., the three Gunas, the three states of consciousness, the 
three fires, the three bodies, the three worlds, the triple power 
(lccha Sakti, Kriya Sakti and Jnana Sakti), the three Svaras 
(Udatta, Anudatta and Svarita), the Trivarnikas, the three kinds 
of Karmas (Sanchita, Agami and Prarabdha), the Trimurtis, the 
three letters A, U, M, and the triad Pramata, Pramana and 
Prameya, knower, knowledge and knowable, seer, sight and 
seen, are all contained in Tripurasundari. 

All the Devatas dwell in this body. They are the presiding 
deities of the various organs. The Lord Tryambaka dwells in 
Muladhara, Jambukesvara in  Svadhishthana, Aruna- 
chalesvara in Manipura, Nataraja in Anahata, Kalahastisvara in 
Visuddha, Visvesvara in Ajna and Srikanthesvara_ in 
Sahasrara, 

All the sacred places are in this body—Kedar in the 
forehead, Amaravati in the tip of the nose, Kurukshetra in the 
breasts and Prayaga in the heart. 

All the nine planets have their special abodes in the body. 
Sun is in the Nada-Chakra, moon in the Bindu-Chakra, Mars in 
the eyes, Mercury in the heart, Jupiter in the Manipura, Venus 
in the Svadhishthana, Saturn in the navel, Rahu in the face and 
Ketu in the thorax. 

Countless rivers and hills are also allotted special places 
in the body. Whatever is found in the outer world is found in the 
body also. This body is microcosm. It is Pindanda. 

This is Tripura Rahasya. 

May you attain the grace of Tripurasundari and 
understand the Tripura Rahasya and attain Sivananda or eter- 
nal bliss of Lord Siva. 


KAMAKSHI AND THE DUMB POET 


The word ‘Muka’ means dumb. A certain devotee was perform- 
ing rigorous austerities in the temple of Goddess Kamakshi at 
Kanchi to obtain Her Grace. Kamakshi appeared in the form of 
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a beautiful maiden before the devotee to bless him. The devo- 
tee took Her to be an ordinary human maiden and did not show 
any veneration. She left him and found a person sleeping in an- 
other corner of the temple. He was dumb from his birth. She 
woke him up. He was extremely joyous when he saw Her. The 
Goddess wrote the Bijakshara on his tongue and blessed him 
with the power of speech. He became the celebrated Muka 
Kavi (dumb poet). He sang five hundred verses called the 
Panchasati which describe the glory of Devi, of Her lotus-feet, 
of Her grace, of Her gracious glance and of Her loving maternal 
smile. One hundred verses are devoted to each of these five 
aspects. Hence the work is called ‘Mukapanchasati’. 

The dumb poet became the Acharya of the Kama Koti 
Pitha at Kumbakonam and occupied the seat for thirty-nine 
years. 

The Mukapanchasati is read with intense devotion during 
the Navaratri celebrations in South India by all religious- 
minded persons. 

Kalidasa was an unlettered shepherd. He also was turned 
into India’s most talented poet through the benign grace of 
Mother Kaali. Kalidasa in his famous Syamaladandaka, has 
praised Devi in a charming manner. 

Glory to the Devi who is the giver of the power of speech! 


HYMN FOR FORGIVENESS TO MOTHER 


Mother is more dear to the child than the father. Mother is gen- 
tle, soft, sweet, tender and affectionate. She is full of smiles. 
Father is stiff, harsh, rude, rough and hard-hearted. The child 
runs towards the mother for getting presents, sweets, fruits and 
other gifts. The child can open the heart more freely towards 
the mother than to the father. 

Even so, poets and saints also are more familiar with the 
Divine Mother than with the Divine Father. They open their 
heart more freely towards the Divine Mother. They have found 
much more intimate cries of the heart when they speak of the 
Deity as their Mother, than when they address themselves to 
God as Father. Go through the following hymn to Mother by Sri 
Sankara. You will feel and realise the truth of the above state- 
ment. 
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By my ignorance of Thy commands 
By my poverty and sioth 
| had not the power to do that which | should have done 
Hence my omission to worship Thy feet 
But O Mother, auspicious deliverer of all 
All this should be forgiven, 
For, a bad son may sometimes be born, 
but a bad mother never. 


O Mother! Thou hast many sons on earth 
But |, Thy son, am of no worth 
Yet it is not meet, that Thou shouldst abandon me 
For, a bad son may sometimes be born, 
but a bad mother never. 


O Mother of the world! O Mother! 
| have not worshipped Thy feet 
Nor have | given abundant wealth to Thee 
Yet the affection which Thou bestowest on me 
is without compare 
For, a bad son may sometimes be born, 
but a bad mother never. 


Chapter VII 
VIRASAIVISM AND KASHMIR SAIVISM 


VIRASAIVISM 


Virasaiva philosophy is only Sakti Visishtadvaita philosophy. It 
is a phase of Agamanta. It underwent radical changes in the 
hands of Sri Basavanna and his colleagues. Basava was the 
Prime Minister to a Jain king named Bijjala who ruled over 
Kalyan (1157-1167) which is sixty miles from Gulbarga in 
Karnataka State. 


Basavanna was a magnetic personality. He exercised 
tremendous influence over the people. He held a spiritual 
conference. Three hundred Virasaiva saints assembled. There 
were sixty women saints also. Akka Mahadevi, the illustrious 
lady saint was also present on that grand occasion. 
Virasaivism became Lingayatism in the hands of Basava. 
Lingayatism is the special faith of the Karnatic Virasaivas. 
Sharanas are the saints of the Lingayat faith or cult. 

Virasaivism or Lingayatism shows the way to attain the 
Lakshya or Lord Siva. Lord Siva, Lord Subrahmanya, king 
Rishabha, Santa Lingar, Kumara Devi, Sivaprakasa had all ex- 
pounded lucidly this system of philosophy. Viragama is the 
chief source for this system of philosophy. Those who embrace 
this faith, live in great numbers in Karnataka. 

Ordinary Saivites keep the Sivalinga in a box and worship 
it during the time of Puja. The Lingayats keep a small Lingaina 
small silver or golden box and wear it on the body with the chain 
attached to the box. Wearing the Linga on the body will remind 
one, of the Lord and help His constant remembrance. The 
Christians wear the cross in the neck. This also has the same 
object in view. 

Sakti in Virasaiva philosophy is identical with Siva. Sakti 
works. Siva is the silent witness. Siva is infinite, self-luminous. 
eternal, all-pervading. He is an ocean of peace. He is stupen- 
dous silence. Siva illumines everything. He is all-full and 
self-contained. He is ever free and perfect. The whole world is 
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an expression of the Divine Will. In Virasaiva philosophy, the 
world movement is not an illusion, but an integral play. 


KASHMIR SAIVISM 


This is known by the name Pratyabhijna system. The Agamas 
are the basis for Kashmir Saivism. The Agamanta called 
Pratyabhijna Darsana, flourished in Kashmir. The twenty-eight 
Agamas were written in Sanskrit in the valley of Kashmir. in 
order to make the meaning clear to every one. This Agamanta 
arose in North India long before Jainism came into promi- 
nence. There it was called Pratyabhijns Darsana. Then it 
Spread westwardly and southwards. In Western India, it was 
known by the name Vira Mahesvara Darsanam, and in South 
India, it was called Suddha Saiva Darsanam. 

Siva is the only reality of the universe. Siva is infinite 
consciousness. He is independent, eternal, formless, 
secondless, omnipresent. Siva is the subject and the object, 
the experiencer and the experienced. The world exists within 
consciousness, 

God creates by the mere force of His Will, Karma, material 
cause like Prakriti, Maya which produce illusion, forms, etc., 
are not admitted in this system. God makes the world appear in 
Himself just as objects appear in a mirror. He is not affected by 
the objects of His creation, just as the mirror is not affected by 
the reflected image in it. He appears in the form of souls by His 
own wonderful power inherent in Him. God is the substratum of 
this world. His activity (Spanda or vibration) produces all dis- 
tinctions. 

Siva is the changeless Reality. He is the underlying basic 
substratum for the whole world. His Sakti or energy has infinite 
aspects. Chit (intelligence), Ananda (bliss), Ilccha (will), Jnana 
(knowledge) and Kriya (creative power) are Her chief aspects. 

Sakti functions as Chit, then the Absolute becomes the 
pure experience known as Siva Tattva. The Ananda of Sakti 
functions and life comes in. Then there is the second stage of 
Sakti Tattva. The third stage is the will for self-expression. Then 
comes the fourth stage, Isvara Tattva with its power and will to 
create the world. It is the stage of conscious experience 
(Jnana) of being. In the fifth stage, there is the knower and also 
the object of knowledge. Action (Kriya) starts now. This is the 
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stage of Suddha-vidya. There are thirty-six Tattvas or principles 
in this system. 


Bondage is due to ignorance (Ajnana). The soul thinks: ‘| 
am finite’, ‘| am the body.’ It forgets that it is identical with Siva 
and that the world is wholly unreal apart from Siva. 


Pratyabhijna or recognition of the reality, is all that is 
needed for attaining the final emancipation. When the soul re- 
cognises itself as God, it rests in the eternal bliss of oneness 
with God. The liberated soul is merged in Siva, as water in wa- 
ter, or milk in milk, when the imagination of duality has disap- 
peared. 


Vasu Gupta (eighth century A.D.) wrote the Siva Sutra and 
taught it to Kallata. Siva Drishti written by Somanatha may be 
considered equal in merit to Tirumantiram of Tirumular. Vasu 
Gupta’s Spanda Karika, Somanatha’s Siva Drishti (930 A.D.), 
Abhinava Gupta’s Paramarthasara and  Pratyabhijna 
Vimarsini, Kimaraja's Siva Sutra Vimarsini are some of the im- 
portant works of this school. 


They accept the Siva Agamas and the Siddhanta works 
as authoritative. They modify them in the light of Sankara's 
Advaita. Somanatha’s Siva Drishti, Utpala’s Pratyabhijna Sutra 
and Abhinava Gupta’s works support non-dualism. 


Chapter Vill 
LORD SIVA AND HIS LILAS 





Siva is Known by the name ‘Girisa’, as He is the Lord of the 
Mount Kailas. 

Siva is called ‘Tryambaka’, because He has a third eye in 
His forehead, the eye of wisdom (Jnana Chakshus). 

The word ‘Hara’ is derived from the root ‘Hri’ to take and 
the suffix ‘Ati’, for He removes (Harati) all ills. ‘Hara’ means He 
who at the time of dissolution (Pralaya) withdraws the world 
within Himself. 

Siva is holding in His hands Parasu (axe) and deer. He is 
making with the other two hands the Vara and the Abhaya 
Mudras. The deer here is Brahma. Siva is very powerful. Even 
Brahma is under His control. 


TRIPURARI 


Siva was the destroyer of the Asuras, Tripuras. He destroyed 
the Tripuras or the three cities of the Asuras which were built of 
gold, silver and iron by Maya. The Asuras oppressed all theists, 
being protected by the three cities. Siva is called Tripurari be- 
cause He destroyed the Asuras, Tripuras, and the cities, 
Tripuras. 


SIVA JYOTI 
Brahma and Vishnu were one day disputing which of the two 
was the greater. Siva appeared in the form of an Infinite Jyoti or 
fiery Linga, in order to destroy their pride. Brahma and Vishnu 
set out to measure the Jyoti. They failed in their attempts. 


NILAKANTHA 


When the ocean was churned, a terrible poison came out. Siva 
swallowed this in order to save the world. This caused a blue 
Stain on His throat. So He is called by the name Nilakantha. 
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RAVANA AND SIVA 


Ravana was a great devotee of Lord Siva. He used to go every- 
day to Mount Kailas to worship Lord Siva. He found this very 
troublesome. He thought within himself to bring the whole 
mountain to his adode in Lanka in order to save himself from 
the trouble of a daily journey to Mount Kailas. He began to pull 
up the mountain which trembled. Parvati, consort of Siva, got 
frightened. She embraced Lord Siva. Siva pressed Ravana 
with His toe and sent him down to the nether world. 


HARI AND SIVA 


Hari used to worship Siva daily with a thousand lotuses. One 
day one lotus was missing. He plucked out His own eye to 
make the number of a thousand. Siva gave Vishnu the 
Sudarsana Chakra or discus, being very much pleased with 
His devotion. It is this Sudarsana Chakra which Vishnu always 
bears. This discus is itself an embodiment of devotion. 


BRAHMA’S BOON 


A Rakshasa worshipped Brahma and asked Him to grant him 
the power to destroy the whole world. Brahma was partially un- 
willing to grant him this boon. He consented in a half-hearted 
manner and asked him to wait. The Devas, hearing this, were 
terribly frightened and went to Siva and told Him everything. 
Siva danced in order to delay the granting of this boon by 
Brahma, to distract him and thus save the world. 


BIRTH OF SUBRAHMANYA 


The Asura Taraka drove all the gods from heaven. The gods 
went to Brahma. Brahma said to the gods: “The Asura has 
acquired his power through my grace. | cannot destroy him. | 
shall suggest to you one plan. Go to Lord Siva. He is in Yoga 
Samadhi. He must be tempted to unite with Parvati. A powerful 
son will be born unto Him. He will destroy the Asura’. 
Thereupon, Indra asked Cupid (Kama) to go with his wife 
Rati and his companion Vasanta (the spring), to Mount Kailas, 
the abode of Lord Siva. The three persons at once proceeded 
to Kailas. Spring season appeared there. All the Rishis were 
surprised at this. Kama stood behind a tree and shot an arrow 
at Siva. At this moment Parvati was worshipping Siva and offer- 
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ing flowers in His hand. Her hand touched the hands of Siva. 
Siva felt suddenly a thrill of passion and His seed came out. 
Siva was wondering what was it that thus distracted Him from 
His Yoga. He looked around and witnessed Kama behind a 
tree. He opened His third eye. A fire flashed and burnt Kama to 
ashes. 


Siva's seed was thrown into Agni (God of Fire). Agni was 
not able to bear it. He threw it into the Ganga. Ganga threw it 
into a forest of reeds where Subrahmanya, called the reed- 
born (Sara Janma, Saravana Bhava), was born. Subrahmanya 
became the commander of the Devas and destroyed the Asura 
as Brahma intended. 


LORD SIVA AND DAKSHA 


Daksha goes to attend the sacrifice of the sages who are the 
progenitors of the world, and not being honoured by Rudra who 
has come before him, Daksha reproaches Him and leaves the 
place. Nandisvara in his turn, curses Daksha and other Brah- 
mins. Rudra then leaves the place of sacrifice. 

Sati, daughter of Daksha, known also by the name 
Dakshayani, requests Siva’s permission to attend her father's 
sacrifice, the Brihaspati-sava, and Siva shows how inadvisable 
it would be. 

In spite of her Lord’s advice, Sati goes to Daksha's sacri- 
fice. Disregarded by her father and enraged at finding no offer- 
ing made to Rudra, she praises the greatness of her Lord, 
censures Daksha and by the Yoga method casts off her body. 


Hearing of Sati’s casting off her body, Sankara creates in 
His anger Virabhadra out of His Jata (matted locks) and causes 
Daksha's death. 

Informed by the gods of the destruction of Daksha, 
Brahma pacifies Rudra, and Daksha and others are revived. 

Being pleased with Brahma's praise, Siva goes along with 
the gods to the scene of sacrifice; Daksha and others are re- 
vived; Vishnu issuing forth from the sacrificial fire is praised by 
Daksha and others. After the closing ceremony of ablutions, 
the gods return home. Maitreya describes the benefit of 
listening to this story, the birth of Sati as Parvati. and that of 
Skanda. 
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DAKSHINAMURTI 


On the Mount Kailas, with Parvati Devi by His side, Lord Siva 
was sitting in a hall beautifully decorated by precious stones. At 
that time, Devi worshipped the Lord and requested Him to alter 
the name of Dakshayani given to her before, for being the 
daughter of Daksha. This Daksha was killed by Lord Siva for 
his disrespect and arrogance, On hearing this request Lord 
Siva ordained that Devi should be born as the daughter of 
Parvata Raj who was doing rigorous Tapas for getting a child. 
He also told Parvati that He would come over to her and marry 
her. Thus ordained, Parvati Devi was born as the child of 
Parvata Raj and since her fifth year, began to do rigorous Tapas 
for being the bride of Lord Siva. 

During the absence of Devi, when Lord Siva was alone, 
the sons of Brahma, who are sages Sanaka, Sanandana, 
Sanatana and Sanatkumara, came to have Darsana of Lord 
Siva and prostrated before Him. They entreated the Lord to 
teach them the way to remove Avidya and attain salvation. 
They experienced that in spite of the vast study of scriptures 
they had no internal peace and they were in need of learning 
the inner secrets, by knowing which they could attain salvation. 

Lord Siva, hearing this appeal made by the sages, as- 
sumed the form of Dakshinamurti and remaining as the Guru 
Supreme, began to teach them the inner secrets by keeping 
Mauna and showing the Chinmudra by His hand. The sages 
began to meditate on the lines shown by the Lord and attained 
‘the state of inexpressible and illimitable joy. Thus Lord Siva 
came to be known as Dakshinamurti. May the blessings of Lord 
Dakshinamurti be upon us all! May you all dive deep and enjoy 
the everlasting Peace and Bliss through His Grace! 


TRIPURA SAMHARA 


This occurs in the Karna Parva of the Mahabharata. In times of 
yore, there was a war between the Devas and the Asuras. The 
Asuras were defeated in the battle. The three sons of the 
Asura, Taraka, wanted to take revenge on the Devas. They per- 
formed rigorous penance and obtained a boon from Brahma, 
the creator. By virtue of this boon, they could not be conquered 
by anyone save somebody who could destroy their three 
castles by a single arrow. 
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They made three castles, one of gold in heaven, the sec- 
ond silver in air, and the third of iron on earth. They began to 
oppress the gods and the Rishis, Thereupon, all the gods 
made a complaint to Brahma. Brahma replied that no one save 
Mahadeva who knows Yoga and Sankhya, through particular 
penance, could vanquish these Asuras. All the gods 
approached Mahadeva and provided Him with a chariot out of 
all forms of the universe. They also supplied Him with a bow 
and arrow, the constituent pa:is of which were Vishnu, Soma 
and Agni. They requested Mahadeva to discharge the arrow 
against the three castles. Brahma became the charioteer. 
Mahadeva discharged the arrow against the three castles. The 
three castles fell down in the twinkling of an eye. Then all the 
gods eulogised Mahadeva and departed to heaven. 

Mahadeva said to the gods that He Himself could not de- 
stroy the Asuras, as they were very strong, but that they them- 
selves would be able to vanquish with the help of half His 
strength. The gods replied that they could not bear half His 
strength and that He should take up the task with the help of 
half their strength. Mahadeva agreed to this. He became stron- 
ger than all the gods. Hence He was called Mahadeva or the 
great God. 


LORD SIVA CURSES AND PARDONS NAKIRAR 


Once, a Pandya king of Madurai felt that his queen's hair had 
some kind of natural fragrance. A doubt arose in his mind as to 
whether human hair could have natural fragrance, or could be 
rendered fragrant only through association with flowers or 
scents. He went to the Sangham or the Tamil Academy the next 
day, suspended a bag containing one thousand gold pieces 
and said to the poets that anyone who would write a poem 
clearing the doubt he entertained in his mind would get the gold 
pieces as a prize. Many poets composed poems but they were 
not able to satisfy the king. 

Darumi, a Brahmin priest in the temple, was extremely 
poor. He requested Lord Siva thus: “O all-merciful Lord! | am 
very poor. | wish to marry now. Relieve me of my poverty. Help 
me to get these gold pieces now. | take refuge in Thee alone”. 
Lord Siva gave him a poem and said: “Take this poem to the 
Sangham. You will get the gold pieces". 
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The king was immensely pleased with the song as it 
cleared his doubt, but the Sangham poets did not accept it. 
Nakirar, one of them, said that there was a flaw in the poem. 
The poor priest was greatly afflicted at heart. He came back to 
the temple, stood in front of the Lord and said: “O Lord! Why did 
You give me the poem which contained a flaw? Nobody will 
take You for the Lord. | feel very much for this”. The meaning of 
the poem is: “O fair-winged bee! You spend your time in gather- 
ing flower-dust. Do not speak out of love, but speak out of truth. 
is there any among the flowers known to you that is more fra- 
grant than the hair of this damsel who is most loving, is of the 
colour of the peacock and has beautiful rows of teeth!” 


Thereupon, Lord Siva assumed the form of a poet, went to 
the Sangham and asked: “Which poet found out flaw in the 
poem?” Nakirar said: “It is | who said that there is a flaw." Lord 
Siva asked: “What is the flaw?" Nakirar said: “There is no flaw 
in the composition of words. There is flaw in the meaning.” Lord 
Siva said: “May | know what defect is there in the meaning?" 
Nakirar said: “The hair of a damsel has no natural fragrance. It 
gets the fragrance from association with the flowers.” Lord Siva 
said: “Does the hair of Padmini also possess fragrance by as- 
sociation with the flowers?” Nakirar said, “Yes.” Lord Siva said: 
“Does the hair of celestial damsels also possess fragrance by 
association with the flowers?” Nakirar replied, “Yes. Their hairs 
become fragrant by association with Mandara flowers.” Lord 
Siva said: “Does the hair of Uma Devi who is on the left side of 
Lord Siva whom you worship possess fragrance by association 
with the flowers?” Nakirar replied: “Yes. Quite so.” 

Lord Siva slightly opened His third eye. Nakirar said: “| am 
not afraid of this third eye. Even if you are Lord Siva, even if you 
show eyes throughout your whole body, there is flaw in this 
poem.” The fire from the third eye of Lord Siva fell upon Nakirar. 
Nakirar was not able to bear the heat. At once he jumped into 
the neighbouring lotus-tank to cool himself. 

Then all the poets approached Lord Siva and said: “O 
Lord! Pardon Nakirar.” Lord Siva appeared before Nakirar. 
Through the grace of Lord Siva his body was rendered cool. He 
repented for his mistake and said: “I pointed defect even for the 
hairs of Uma Devi. No one but the Lord can pardon me.” He 
sang a song with intense devotion. Lord Siva entered the tank 
and brought him to the shore. 
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Then Nakirar and other poets gave the purse of gold to 
Darumi. 


KNOW YOUR GURU 


Devotion to the Lord dawns in the heart of a man who has done 
virtuous actions in his previous births without expectation of 
fruits and egoism or the idea of agency. Devotion leads to 
knowledge of the Self (Jnana) and through Jnana, he attains 
Moksha or the final emancipation, 

In days of yore, Virasindhu was the king of Kalinga coun- 
try. He did severe Tapas, meditation and Yoga in his previous 
birth, but did not attain Moksha. He became a Yoga-Bhrashta 
as he had to enjoy the fruits of some residual Karmas in this last 
birth of a King. He took his birth as the son of a king. When he 
attained the proper age, he was crowned as the king of Kalin- 
ga. He ruled the kingdom for a period of ten years. 

Owing to the force of previous spiritual Samskaras, and 
the grace of the Lord, discrimination and dispassion dawned in 
his heart. He reflected within himself: “| am doing the same acts 
of eating, drinking and sleeping. My several forefathers who 
ruled the country, have been reduced to dust. | have no peace 
of mind despite my wealth and dominion. | should get a Guru 
and obtain initiation from him to get knowledge of the Atman 
and reach the abode of immortality and eternal bliss.” 

King Virasindhu sent invitation to all Pandits, Sannyasins, 
Sadhus and Mahatmas. He wrote in the letter thus: “I will give 
half of my dominion to that supreme Guru who will give me the 
right initiation and make me realise the Selif. If he fails to do so 
he will be put in the prison.” 

Many Pandits and Sadhus saw the king. One gave him 
Taraka Mantra, another gave Panchakshara, a third gave him 
Ashtakshara, but no one was able to satisfy the king. He put 
them all in the prison. He had initiation into these Mantras in his 
previous births. 

King Virasindhu became very restless as he did not obtain 
his Guru. Lord Siva assumed the form of an ordinary coolie. He 
had a very black complexion. He wore some rags and ap- 
peared before the king. The king went in advance to receive 
him, Through the grace of the Lord, he came to know that this 
coolie was none other than the Lord. The coolie raised his hand 
towards the king and said “stop”, and vanished immediately. 
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The king understood that the Guru has commanded him to stop 
the mind and control its movements. The king closed his eyes, 
while he was standing, and did not allow the mind to think of the 
sensual objects. He controlled all the modifications of the mind. 
lt was easy for him as he had practised Yoga and meditation in 
his previous birth. He entered into Nirvikalpa Samadhi and 
became like a statue. He did not open his eyes. 


The ministers were waiting in the Durbar Hall for hours 
together. King Virasindhu did not open his eyes for days 
together. Then the ministers reflected: “The king is in Samadhi 
now. We do not know when he will return from the Samadhi. 
We will have to manage the affairs of the State.” They removed 
the ring from his finger and used it for putting the seal in the pa- 
pers of the State. 

The king opened his eyes after six years, and asked the 
ministers: “Where is my Guru?" The ministers replied: “O 
venerable king! The Guru said a word to your majesty and 
vanished at once. You are standing here like a statue for the 
last six years. We are conducting the affairs of the state with the 
aid of your ring. Here is the seal of your ring in all the registers 
and papers.” 

The king was struck with awe and wonder. He thought 
within himself: “Six years have passed like a second. | enjoyed 
supreme bliss. | have no desire to rule the State after tasting the 
supreme bliss.” He left the palace and entered the forest and 
sat in Samadhi. 


The force of Yogic Samskaras of the king that was gener- 
ated by the practice of Yoga in his previous birth, helped him in 
the attainment of the beatitude in this birth. Those who have not 
much piety and religious inclination in this birth should do Japa, 
Kirtan, meditation, and study of religious books. They should 
live in the company of sages. They will develop good religious 
Samskaras. This will be a valuable asset for them in the next 
birth. They will start the practice of Yoga in the next birth in the 
early age. 

It is difficult to say in what form the Guru or the Lord will 
appear before you to initiate you. He may come in the form of a 
leper as Sri Hanuman did, or in the form of an untouchable as 
Lord Krishna did, or in the form of a groom as Lord Siva did. 
The aspirants must be very careful and vigilant to detect the 
Lord in the various forms which He assumes. 
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LORD SIVA DRINKS POISON 


Once, the Devas and the Asuras had a formidable fight for a 
very long period. Many Devas and Asuras died in the fight. The 
Devas thought that they should prolong their lives by drinking 
nectar and then continue the war. They approached Brahma 
with this desire in view. Brahma said: “This work cannot be 
done by me. It can be done only by Lord Vishnu.” Thereupon, 
Brahma and the Devas approached Lord Hari in Kshirasagara. 

Lord Hari asked the Devas and Asuras to churn the ocean 
with the help of Mandaragiri as churning-rod and Vasuki, the 
serpent, as the rope. As they went on churning, poison 
(Halahala) came out first from the ocean. The terrible poison 
began to burn the people into ashes. The Devas, the Asuras 
and the Rishis began to fly away. Lord Vishnu was not able to 
destroy the poison. His body also became very black. He ran to 
Kailas along with the Devas and Brahma to see Lord Siva. He 
reported to Lord Siva all that had happened. Thereupon, Lord 
Siva collected the poison and kept it as a drop in the palm of His 
hand and swallowed it. Then Lord Vishnu and Brahma 
requested Lord Siva to keep it in His neck as a mark of their 
protection. Lord Siva did it accordingly. Due to the effect of the 
poison His throat became blue. From that day onwards Lord 
Siva is called by the name ‘Nilakantha’ (blue-necked one) or 
‘Kalakantha Murti’. Then Lord Siva said to them: “If you churn 
again, you will get nectar and several other things.” They all 
Started again the churning of the ocean and obtained nectar 
and many other things. All the Devas drank the nectar and 
rejoiced heartily. 


LORD SIVA RIDES ON THE BULL 


Turning of Chatur-Yuga two thousand times, is a day of 
Brahma. Such thirty days make a month for him. Such twelve 
months make an year for him. Such hundred years make the 
full life of Brahma. The whole life-period of Brahma is a day for 
Lord Vishnu. After one hundred years, Lord Vishnu also will 
pass away or merge himself in Parabrahman. All the Andas will 
perish. On account of the heavy blowing of Prachanda Vayu, 
the seven oceans will ebb high and cover the whole world. Lord 
Siva alone will exist. He will burn everything into ashes through 
His fiery third eye and then dance. 
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The Dharmadevata or the Lord of Virtue reflected within 
himself: “How can | attain immortality? If | approach Lord Siva 
only, | can attain this." He assumed the form of a bull, went to 
Lord Siva and said: “My venerable Lord! Kindly accept me as 
Thy vehicle and thus protect me.* 

Lord Siva agreed to the humble request of the God of 
Dharma and said: “Conduct the Dharma with four feet in the 
Krita Yuga, with the three feet in the Treta Yuga, with two feet in 
the Dvapara Yuga, and with one foot in the Kali Yuga. On 
account of My grace, you will be endowed with all splendour 
and powers. You will be always My vehicle. You will be one with 
Me." 


When Lord Siva destroyed Tripuras or the three cities, 
Lord Vishnu assumed the form of a bull and supported Lord 
Siva. 


LORD SIVA WEARS THE GANGA ON HIS HEAD 


Once upon a time in Mount Kailas, Parvati closed the eyes of 
Lord Siva with her hands. Thereupon the sun, moon and fire 
did not shine forth. This caused terrible havoc in the world. All 
were enveloped by darkness for a long period. Lord Siva 
opened His third eye a bit. The sun, moon and fire began to 
shine again and all darkness vanished. 

Parvati was frightened. She removed her hands and 
dropped down the perspiration from her fingers. This perspira- 
tion was turned into ten Gangas with countless branches. 
These rivers did much havoc to the world. Thereupon Lord 
Brahma, Vishnu and Indra ran to Lord Siva and requested Him 
to avert this catastrophe. 


Lord Siva felt compassionate and brought the whole 
waters in one hair of His matted locks. Lord Brahma, Vishnu 
and Indra requested Lord Siva to give a little of the water of the 
Ganga for their worlds. Lord Siva gave them a little. They be- 
came Virajanadi in Vaikuntha, Manasa Tirtha in Satyaloka and 
Devaganga in Indraloka. King Bhagiratha brought down the 
Ganga from Brahmaloka to save the sixty thousand sons of 
Sagara. 


LORD SIVA’S LILA OF BEGGING 


The Rishis of Darukavana thought that there was no use in 
loving and adoring Lord Siva and they could attain Moksha 
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through the performance of sacrifices. They left off worship of 
the Lord and did sacrifices vigorously. 

Then Lord Siva said to Lord Hari: “Assume the form of 
Mohini and enter the abode of all Rishis in Daruka forest. They 
have no regard for Me now. They are treading the wrong path 
now. We should teach them a severe lesson. Excite their 
passion and delude them. Destroy their Vratas.” He also put on 
the form of a mendicant-beggar. 

Thereupon, Lord Hari assumed the form of Mohini and 
entered the dwelling places of the Rishis in Darukavana. All the 
Rishis lost their power of understanding and discrimination and 
followed Mohini under strong excitement of passion. 

Lord Siva entered the Parnakutirs of the wives of the 
Rishis, sang the Srutis and hymns beautifully and roamed 
about as a mendicant-beggar. The wives of Rishis became 
excited and followed Lord Siva. They entreated Him in a variety 
of ways to satisfy them. Lord Siva multiplied Himself and 
appeared in the mind of each woman. All the wives of the 
Rishis enjoyed heartily. They all brought forth in the morning 
eighteen thousand Rishis with matted locks, Danda and 
Kamandalu. They all prayed to Lord Siva. Lord Siva blessed 
them to do Tapas in the forest. The Rishis acted accordingly. 

The Rishis witnessed the condition of their wives and said: 
“We were deluded by the enchanting Mohini. The mendicant- 
beggar spoiled the chastity of our wives. Lo! How powerful is 
lust! Mysterious is Maya!” 


LORD SIVA WEARS TRIDENT, DEER, ETC. 


The Rishis of Darukavana performed a Yajna to destroy Lord 
Siva. A cruel tiger came out of the fire. They commanded the 
tiger to kill Lord Siva. Lord Siva killed the tiger and wore the skin 
around His waist. Then they created a trident to kill the Lord. 
Lord Siva wore it in His hand as His instrument. Then they 
created a deer with sharp horns, to kill the Lord. Lord Siva wore 
it in His left hand. 

Later on they created countless black cobras to kill the 
Lord. Lord Siva wore them as His ornaments. Then they 
created countless Bhuta Ganas to kill the Lord. Lord Siva made 
them as His army. Then they created a Damaru to kill the Lord. 
Lord Siva wore it in His hand. Then they created an Asura, 
Muyalaka, to kill the Lord. Muyalaka marched with the Yajna 
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fire to destroy Lord Siva. Lord Siva held the fire as Malu in His 
hand and kept the Asura under His feet. 


LORD SIVA HAS UMA ON HIS LEFT 


After the Samhara was over, Lord Brahma, born of the grace of 
Lord Siva thought of creating all beings. He created Sanaka, 
Sanandana, Sanatkumara and Sanatsujata. They did not enter 
the life of householders. They developed wisdom and became 
great Yogis. 

Lord Brahma went to Vaikuntha and saw Lord Hari and 
said to Him: “O venerable Lord! | am not able to continue the 
creation. Sanaka, Sanandana, etc., have become Yogis. They 
do not wish to become householders. Kindly suggest to me a 
way to continue my work of creation.” Lord Vishnu said: “This is 
not in my power. Let us go to Lord Siva who abides in Kailas." 

Brahma and Vishnu saw the Lord of Kailas and said to 
Him: “O God of gods! The creative work of Brahma has been 
stopped as the four Kumaras have become Yogis. Kindly bless 
him to continue his creative work.” 

Lord Siva looked at the left side of His chest. Uma took 
Her birth from Lord Siva's left side. Lord Siva said to them: 
“Now there is no difficulty in creation. It will continue without 
any hitch.” Thereupon Brahma and Vishnu repaired to their re- 
spective abodes. Then Lord Brahma created the worlds 
through the grace of Lord Siva. Men and women lived together 
happily and brought forth offsprings. The whole appearance is 
Saktimaya. Lord Siva witnesses Prakriti’s activities. 


LORD SIVA WEARS ELEPHANT’S SKIN 


In days of yore, Gajasura did severe penance. Brahma ap- 
peared before him and asked him: “O Gajasura! | am pleased 
with your penance. What boon do you want?” Gajasura said: 
“O venerable Lord! Give me prowess and inexhaustible 
wealth.” “I have given you what you desired. But if you fight 
against Lord Siva, you will lose your boon.” Then Lord Brahma 
vanished. 


Thereupon, Gajasura did Digvijaya, and defeated Devas 
and Indra. He troubled the Munis and the Rishis also. They 
repaired to Banares and fell at the feet of Lord Visvanatha and 
said: “Gajasura is trying to kill us. Protect us. O Lord! There is 
no other refuge for us.” 
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Gajasura attacked Lord Visvanatha also. The Lord killed 
the Asura, tore the skin and wore it as His garment. Then the 
Devas and the Rishis praised the Lord and became happy. 


LORD SIVA THE FUEL-SELLER 


Varaguna Pandian was the king of Pandya kingdom. His capital 
was at Madurai. He was like Indra. Yemanathan, skilled in Vina, 
came to his Durbar from Northern India. He played thrilling 
songs on Vina. The king appreciated Yemanathan's music, 
gave him rich presents and kept him in a separate bungalow. 
Yemanathan was very much puffed up owing to his skill in 
music. 

Varaguna Pandian understood that Yemanathan was 
proud of his knowledge of music. He called his Durbar-musi- 
cian Bhanabhadra and said to him: “O Bhadra! Will you be able 
to attain victory over the new musician Yemanathan?” 
Bhanabhadra replied: “| can certainly defeat him through your 
grace and the blessings of Lord Somasundara of Madurai.” 
The king said: “Well then, come tomorrow and exhibit your skill 
in music." 

The disciples of Yemanathan roamed about in all the 
streets and lanes of Madurai, played on Vina and vigorously 
advertised about their skill in music. Bhanabhadra heard this 
and reflected within himself: “These disciples are very efficient 
in music and Vina. If the disciples possess such knowledge, 
what must be the splendour and glory of their Guru! How can | 
attain victory over this master-musician?” Then he prayed to 
Lord Siva: “Kindly help me now to defeat Yemanathan. | am in 
need of Thy grace.” 

Then the Lord assumed the form of a wood-cutter, wore a 
rag around his body and torn shoes on his feet. He had a Vina 
in his hand and a bundle of fuel on his head. He went to the 
house where Yemanathan was living and sat on the verandah. 
He took his Vina and played in a marvellous manner. He sang 
beautifully along with Vina. 

Yemanathan was struck with wonder when he heard the 
wonderful music. He came out and asked the fuel-seller: “O 
fuel-seller! Who are you?" The fuel-seller replied: “| am one of 
the disciples and a servant of Bhanabhadra, the Durbar-singer 
of Varaguna Pandian. He has many disciples. As | became old, 
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my master abandoned me and told me that | am unfit for 
singing.” 

Yemanathan requested the fuel-seller to sing again. He 
sang again Satari Raga which melted the heart of Yemanathan. 
Lord Siva, who acted the part of fuel-seller, vanished with his 
bundle of fire-wood. 

Yemanathan thought within himself: “| have not heard this 
Satari Raga till now. It is Devaraga. If this old man can sing this 
Raga in such a beautiful manner, what must be the knowledge 
and glory of his master! Surely God only ought to have taught 
him this Raga. | cannot stand before Bhanabhadra. Let me 
leave this place at once.” Yemanathan’s heart was filled with 
fear and shame. He left all the things and left the house at 
midnight along with his disciples. 

Lord Somasundara appeared in the dream of 
Bhanabhadra and said: “Do not be afraid. | put on the form of 
fuel-seller, sat on the verandah of the house in which 
Yemanathan lived and played on the Vina. He was struck with 
wonder and ran away at midnight. Be at ease now.” 

Bhanabhadra got up in the morning, went to the temple at 
Madurai and worshipped Lord Somasundara. Then he went to 
the Durbar of Varaguna Pandian. The king sent a servant to call 
Yemanathan. The servant searched him in several places. He 
was not able to find out the new musician. The neighbours of 
the house in which Yemanathan lived said: “One fuel-seller 
came and sang. The new singer left the place at midnight. This 
only we know.” 

The servant reported the matter to the king. The king said 
to Bhanabhadra: “Could you tell me what you did after leaving 
me?" Bhanabhadra told the king: “My venerable Lord! | went to 
my house and prayed to Lord Somasundara to bless me. He 
appeared in my dream and said: ‘| put on the form of a 
fuel-seller, sang Satari Raga in the house of Yemanathan. | 
drove him away.' | at once woke up. This is what happened.” 

Varaguna Pandian came to know that this was the Lila of 
Lord Siva. He admired the devotion of Bhadra and gave him 
rich presents. He said to Bhadra: “The Lord who made Brahma 
and the other Devas His servants, became your servant and 
blessed you. We are all your servants only. | am your servant. 
In future sing the praise of Lord Somasundara always." 
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Bhanabhadra rejoiced heartily. He was ever devoted to 
Lord Somasundara. 


THE TWENTY-FIVE LILAS OF LORD SIVA 


The following are the 25 Lilas (sportive plays) or manifestations 
of Lord Siva: 

1. Wearing of moon on the head, 2. Living with Uma Devi, 
3. Riding on ox, 4. Tandava dance with Kaali, 5. Marriage with 
Parvati, 6, Begging, 7. Burning of Manmatha or the God of 
Love, 8. Victory over Yama or the God of Death, 9. Burning of 
Tripuras, 10. Killing of Jalandarasura, 11. Killing of Gajasura, 
12. Incarnation of Virabhadra, 13. Harihara, 14. Ardha- 
narisvara, 15. Transforming into Kirata (hunter), 16. Assuming 
the form of Kankala, 17. Blessing Chandisvara, 18. Drinking 
poison, 19. Giving of Chakra to Lord Vishnu, 20. Destroying of 
obstacles, 21. Having sons of Uma Devi with Him, 22. Becom- 
ing Ekapada Rudra, 23. Being in easy pose (Sukhasana), 24. 
Assuming the form of Dakshinamurti, and 25. Assuming Linga 
form. 


Chapter IX 
SIVA YOGA SADHANA 


SECRET OF PANCHAKSHARA 


Panchakshara is a Mahamantra which is composed of five 
letters, Namassivaya. A Mantra is that which removes all 
obstacles and miseries of one who reflects on it and bestows 
eternal bliss and immortality. Panchakshara is the best among 
seven crores of Mantras. There are seven Skandhas in 
Yajurveda. There is Rudradhyayi in the centre of the middle 
Skandha, In this Rudradhyayi there are one thousand Rudra 
Mantras. Namassivaya or the Siva Panchakshara Mantra 
shines in the centre of these one thousand Rudra Mantras. 

Yajurveda is the head of Paramesvara, who is the Veda 
Purusha. Rudram which is in the middle is the face, 
Panchakshara is His eye, Siva which is in the centre of the 
‘Namassivaya’ is the apple of the eye. He who does Japa of this 
Panchakshara is freed from births and deaths and attains eter- 
nal bliss. This is the emphatic declaration of the Vedas. This 
Panchakshara is the body of Lord Nataraja. This is the abode 
of Lord Siva. If you add ‘Om’ to the ‘Namassivaya’ in the 
beginning, then it becomes Shadakshara or six-lettered 
Mantra. ‘Om Namo Mahadevaya’ is the eight-lettered Mantra or 
Ashtakshara. 


Panchakshara is of six kinds, viz., Sthula Panchakshara 
(Namassivaya), Sukshma Panchakshara (Sivaya Namah), Ka- 
rana Panchakshara (Sivaya Siva), Mahakarana Panchakshara 
(Sivaya), Mahamanu or Mukti Panchakshara (Si). 


‘Namah’ means ‘Prostration’. ‘Sivaya Namah’ means 
‘Prostration unto Lord Siva’. The Jiva is the servant of Lord Siva 
from the Deha-Drishti. ‘Namah’ represents Jivatman. ‘Siva’ 
represents Paramatman. ‘Aya’ denotes ‘Aikyam’ or identity of 
Jivatman and Paramatman. Hence ‘Sivaya Namah’ is a 
Mahavakya, like ‘Tat Tvam Asi’ which signifies the identity be- 
tween the individual and the supreme soul. 
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Pranava denotes the external form (husk) of the Lord 
(paddy) and Panchakshara, the internal Svarupa (rice). 
Pranava and Panchakshara are one. The five letters denote 
the five actions or Pancha Krityas of the Lord, viz., Srishti 
(creation), Sthiti (preservation), Samhara (destruction), 
Tirodhana (veiling) and Anugraha (blessing), They also denote 
the five elements and all creations through the combination of 
the five elements. 

‘Na’ represents Tirodhana; ‘Ma’, the Mala or impurity; 
‘Siva’ Lord Siva; ‘Va’, the Arul Sakti; and ‘Ya’, the individual 
soul. 

Take bath or wash your face, hands and feet. Wear 
Bhasma and Rudraksha Maala. Sit on Padmasana or 
Sukhasana, facing East or North, in a quiet place or room. 
Repeat silently the Panchakshara and meditate on the form of 
Lord Siva. Keep the image in the heart or space between the 
eyebrows. 

lf you practise meditation regularly, your heart will be puri- 
fied. All Samskaras and sins will be burnt in toto. You will attain 
Siva-Yoga-Nishtha or Nirvikalpa Samadhi. You will attain the 
glorious Siva-Pada or Siva-Gati and become one with Lord 
Siva. You will enjoy the eternal bliss of Sivanandam and be- 
come immortal. 

May Lord Siva bless you all! 


MEDITATION ON LORD SIVA 


Saguna Meditation: Saguna meditation is meditation on a 
form. An archer first aims at a gross, big object. Then he takes 
up a medium object. Finally, he shoots at very small and minute 
objects. Even so, one should take to Saguna meditation to start 
with, and when the mind is trained and disciplined well, he can 
have Nirakara, Nirguna meditation. Saguna meditation is medi- 
tation on a concrete object. Saguna meditation is peculiarly 
pleasing the Bhakta, who loves to gaze on the peculiar form of 
his Ishta. Saguna Upasana removes Vikshepa. For three or six 
months, practise Trataka on Siva’s picture. 

Meditate on the mental picture of the Murti from half an 
hour to two hours only in the Trikuti (space between the eye- 
brows), See and feel that the Lord is present in every object of 
the universe. When you meditate, mentally repeat the Mantra 
of the Devata, ‘Om Namah Sivaya’; think of the attributes of the 
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Deity such as omnipresence, omnipotence and omniscience. 
Feel that Sattvic qualities from the Ishtam flow towards you. 
Feel that you possess these Sattvic qualities. This is Sattvic or 
Suddha Bhavana. You will have Darsana of your Ishtam in one 
or two years, if you are sincere in your Sadhana. Follow this 
plan. This will help concentration. Move the mind on the various 
parts of the Murti, the picture or idol of Lord Siva, and meditate. 
Sit upon your usual Asana. Repeat His Name and think of His 
attributes like bliss, radiance, love, etc., gazing at His picture all 
the while. Then enthrone Him in the lotus of your heart or 
between your eyebrows amidst a blazing light. Now mentally 
think of His lotus-feet, offering your devout salutations. Take 
the mind to the elephant-skin worn round the waist, then to the 
necklace of Rudraksha beads, adorning His chest, and the 
beautiful blue hue of His throat (Nilakantha), serene counte- 
nance, radiating the majestic aura of profound meditations, the 
indrawn half-closed meditative eyes, the mysterious third eye 
in the centre of the forehead. Next take the mind up to the 
matted locks, the cool crescent moon, and the sacred Ganga 
sprouting from the Jata. Rotate your mind on the trident 
(Trisula) in one hand, and then, the Damaru, in the other, Run 
your mind over the whole form till you complete all the details. 
Then fix your mind either on the face or upon the starting point 
(feet). Repeat the entire process again and again, as many 
times as you can. By constant practice, you will ultimately be 
established in meditation and have communion with Siva. 

Nirguna Meditation: This is meditation on Lord Siva, in 
His all-pervasive, unmanifested aspect, as the Supreme Para 
Brahman. In this form of meditation, you meditate on Lord Siva 
as the Supreme Brahman without form, attributeless, eternal, 
infinite. Meditate on Him as the Suddha, Satchidananda, 
Vyapaka Atman; Nitya, Suddha, Siddha, Buddha, Mukta, 
eternally free Brahman; an unlimited Ocean of Pure 
Consciousness. Now, identify yourself with this transcendental 
Svarupa of Siva. Feel that you are Chaitanya, Akhanda, 
Paripurna, Ekarasa, Santa, Unchanging Existence. 

Every atom, every molecule, every nerve, vein, artery, 
should powerfully vibrate with these ideas. Lip-repetition of 
‘Sivoham’ will not produce much benefit. It should be through 
heart, head and soul. This feeling should be kept up 
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continuously, Negate the body-idea while repeating Sivoham 
mentally. When you chant Sivoham feel: 


Infinity | am Sivoham Sivoham 
All light | am Sivoham Sivoham 
All joy | am Sivoham Sivoham 
All glory | am Sivoham Sivoham 
All power | am Sivoham Sivoham 
All knowledge | am Sivoham Sivoham 
All Ananda | am Sivoham Sivoham 


Meditate on the above ideas constantly. Constant effort 
with zeal and enthusiasm, is an indispensable requisite. 
Repeat mentally the above ideas incessantly. You will realise. 


WORSHIP OF SIVA 


Lord Siva is worshipped in His Saguna aspect in the form of 
Sivalingam. Generally Sivabhaktas do Panchayatana Puja. In 
this Puja, Lord Siva, Ganesa, Parvati, Suryanarayana and 
Saligram are duly worshipped. 

Get the Panchayatana Murtis on an auspicious day. Install 
them with great faith in your own house. Conduct special 
prayers, Archana, Puja, Abhisheka, and feeding of Brahmins, 
Mahatmas and the poor on a grand scale. Install the deity in a 
separate room. Worship the Lord daily with all sincerity and 
faith. You will have all wealth, peace of mind, attainment of 
Dharma, Artha, Kama and Moksha also. You will lead a 
prosperous life and enter the Immortal abode of Siva-Sayujya, 
on death. 

Collect plenty of Bael or Bilva leaves for Lord Siva'’s 
worship. Get ready Dhupa, Dipa, camphor, sandal-sticks, fresh 
water, plenty of flowers, food offerings to the Lord, a seat to sit 
upon, a bell, conch and other things required for the Puja 
before you begin the worship. Get up in the early morning 
before sunrise. Wash your face. Take bath. Wear silk dress 
separately kept for Puja purposes. Decorate the Puja room 
nicely. Enter the room chanting Lord's names, glorifying Him, 
repeating Hymns in His praise and prostrating before the Lord. 
Wash your feet before entering the room. Sit in a comfortable 
posture and commence your worship. You have to first of all do 
Sankalpa for beginning the Puja in the prescribed method. You 
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should then do Kalasa (water vessel), Sankha (conch), Atma 
(self) and Pitha (Lord's seat) Puja in their order. You should 
then offer Shodasopachara Puja to the Lord and then repeat 
Mahamrityunjaya Mantra, Rudrapatha, Purushasukta, Gayatri, 
and do Abhisheka with pure water, milk, sugarcane juice, ghee 
and other articles according to your capacity or with pure water 
alone. Rudrabhisheka is highly beneficial. If you do Rudra Japa 
and Abhisheka, all your worries and agonies will disappear and 
you will attain the highest beatitude of human existence by the 
grace of Lord Visvanath. Rudra is a great purifier. There is 
invisible hidden power in Rudra and Purushasukta. There is a 
wonderful inspiration in the recitation of Rudra. Start the 
worship and realise its glory and splendour for yourself. 

After Abhisheka, decorate the Lord nicely with sandal 
paste and flowers. Then do Archana repeating His names, ‘Om 
Sivaya Namah’, ‘Om Mahesvaraya Namah’, etc. Do daily 108 
or 1008 Archanas if possible. After Archana, do Arati with 
different kinds of lights—single Arati, Triple Arati, Pancha Arati 
and Karpura Arati. Ring bells, cymbals, conch, etc., during 
Arati. Offer sacred Prasad or Naivedya to the Lord. 

After Arati is over, sing the praises of the Lord like 
Mahimna Stotra, Panchakshara Stotra, etc., waving the 
Chamara. In the end repeat the prayers ‘Kayena vachah’ ‘Atma 
tvam Girija matih’, and ‘Kara-charana-kritam’. Offer everything 
to the Lord. Feel that you are a mere instrument in His hands. 
Do everything for obtaining the divine grace only. Develop 
Nimitta Bhava. Serve the Bhaktas. The Lord is much pleased 
with the service of His devotees. Distribute the Prasad among 
the Bhaktas in the end. Take the Prasad with great faith. The 
glory of Bhagavan's Prasad is indescribable. Vibhuti is taken as 
Prasad and applied to the forehead. 


When you advance in Saguna worship with external ob- 
jects of worship, you can begin Manasa Puja. You will have 
Darsana of the Lord and final emancipation. 


Have special Pujas on Mondays and Pradosha (thirteenth 
day of every fortnight—Trayodasi) days. These days and 
Sivaratri (in the month of February-March) are very sacred for 
Lord Siva. Celebrate the Sivaratri on a grand scale. Fast the 
whole day. Have Trikala Puja, special Abhisheka, Ekadasa- 
rudra-japa, Sahasrarchana, vigil in the night, study of hymns of 
Lord Siva, Sivapurana, hearing discourses on the Lilas of Lord 
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Siva. After Puja on the next day, break your fast with Abhisheka 
water. Offer sacred food offerings and partake of the Divine 
Prasad. You will have great mental peace, and spiritual 
advancement. Never miss this opportunity. Daily worship is a 
sure remedy for all ills. You will never suffer from poverty. Take 
my word and begin the Puja right from this day onwards. 


SIVA MANASA PUJA 


Manasa Puja is mental worship. Manasa Puja is more powerful 
and effective than the external worship with flowers, sandals, 
etc. You will have more concentration when you do Manasa 
Puja. 

Mentally enthrone the Lord on a Simhasana, set with 
diamonds, pearls, emeralds, etc. Offer Him a seat. Offer 
Arghya, Madhuparka and various sorts of flowers, clothes, etc. 
Apply sandal paste to His forehead and body. Burn incense 
and Agarbatti (scented sticks). Wave lights. Burn camphor and 
do-Arati. Offer various kinds of fruits, sweetmeats, Payasa, co- 
conut and Mahanaivedyam. Do Shodasa-upachara or the six- 
teen kinds of offerings in worship. 


PANCHAKSHARA MANTRA WRITING 


Write down in a fine note book ‘Om Namah Sivaya’ for half an 
hour or more. You will have mere concentration by taking 
recourse to this Sadhana. Write the Mantra in ink clearly. When 
you write the Mantra observe Mauna. You may write the Mantra 
in any language. Give up looking hither and thither. Repeat the 
Mantra mentally also when you write the Mantra. Write the 
whole Mantra at once. When the Mantra notebook is 
completed, keep it in a box in your meditation room. Be regular 
in your practice. 

Keep a small notebook in your pocket and write Mantra 
when you get leisure in the office. Have three things in your 
pocket, viz., the Gita, Mantra notebook and a Japa Maala or 
rosary. You will be immensely benefited. 


SIVA JNANAM 


Japa and meditation of the sacred Names of Lord Siva will free 
you from all sins and lead you to the attainment of Siva Jnanam 
or eternal bliss and immortality. Siva-nama is the very soul of all 
Mantras. 
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Lord Siva has manifested in the world in sixty different 
aspects. Vrishabharudha, Hari-hara, Nataraja, Bhairava, 
Dakshinamurti, Ardhanarisvara, Bhikshatana, Somasekara- 
murti, Urdhvanatana, Kalasamhara, Jalandhara, Sura- 
samhara, Lingodbhava are His forms. 


Siva means that which is eternally happy or auspicious, 
Parama-mangala. Om and Siva are one. Mandukya Upanishad 
says: ‘Santam Sivam Advitam’. Even an outcaste can meditate 
on the name of Lord Siva. 


Siva manifests in the Gayatri Mantra, Agni and in the Sun. 
When you repeat Gayatri and when you worship the Agni and 
the Sun, you should meditate on Lord Siva. 

Japa of Panchakshara and meditation of Lord Siva should 
be particularly done in the Pradosha Kaala or just before the 
sunset. The Pradosha on the thirteenth Tithi after a full moon or 
a new moon day, is known as the Mahapradosha. The Devas 
visit Siva temples for the worship of the Lord at this period. You 
can worship the Devas also if you visit temples during 
Mahapradosha. Devotees of Lord Siva observe full fast on 
Mahapradosha days. 

A devotee of Lord Siva should apply Vibhuti to his fore- 
head and body. He should wear a Rudrakshamaala. He should 
worship the Sivalinga with leaves of the Bilva tree. He should 
do Japa and meditation of the Panchakshara ‘Om Namah 
Sivaya’. Lord Siva is propitiated by everyone of these actions. 
Vibhuti or Bhasma is very sacred. It is worn by Lord Siva Him- 
self. The bead of a Rudrakshamaala represents the third eye 
on the forehead of Lord Siva. Bilva leaves are regarded to be 
one of the five abodes of Lakshmi or the Goddess of wealth. 


lt is Siva only who causes bondage and Mukti for the 
Jivas. It is Siva who makes the Jivas realise their essential Di- 
vine Nature. Siva made Maya as the body, senses and the Uni- 
verse and thrust the Jivas into the Maya. He created the idea of 
egoism, ‘l’-ness in them, He bound them in Karma and made 
them experience pleasure and pain according tc the nature of 
their Karmas, virtuous actions or vicious deeds. This is the 
stage of bondage of the Jivas. 

Gradually it is Siva only who releases them from the 
fetters of egoism, Karma and Maya and makes them shine as 
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Siva. This is the state of Moksha or freedom. It is only through 
the grace of Lord Siva, they attain the state of final 
emancipation. 

The Jivas have no independence, when they are under 
the influence of the three impurities, i.e., Anava, Karma and 
Maya. They are endowed with a little knowledge (Alpajnana). 

The Jiva must first know his nature and his relationship 
with Lord Siva in order to attain His grace. Life or Prana is in the 
body. Lord Siva is within the Prana. He is the Prana of Pranas, 
and yet He is distinct from the Pranas and body. If there is no 
Prana in the body, the body becomes a corpse. It cannot per- 
form any action. Siva is the support for this body, Prana and 
Jiva. The Jiva cannot do any action without Siva. It is Siva who 
illumines the intellect. Just as the eye cannot see without the 
light of the sun, although it is endowed with the power to see, so 
also the intellect cannot function without the light of Lord Siva. 


The four Sadhanas, viz., Charya, Kriya, Yoga and Jnana 
are the four steps to attain Salvation. They are like the bud, 
flower, unripe fruit and ripe fruit. 


Lord Siva gradually frees the individual souls from ego- 
ism, Karma and Maya. The Jivas gradually become disgusted 
with the sensual pleasures. They become balanced in pleasure 
and pain. Through the grace of the Lord they understand that 
Karma is the cause for births and deaths. They begin to do ac- 
tions for the Lord, serve the devotees of the Lord and attain pu- 
rity of mind. They understand that the soul or Siva is distinct 
from the body, senses and mind and is beyond the reach of 
mind and speech. They get initiation into the significance of 
‘Om Namah Sivaya’, the Panchakshara Mantra and meditate 
on Siva. 


They practise Siva Yoga. Their hearts melt. Seer, sight 
and seen vanish. All the activities of senses, mind and intellect 
cease. They bathe Lord Siva with the stream of Divine Love 
that is generated in their heart and offer their heart as flower 
unto the Lord. 

They hear the sound ‘Chilambosai’ and march forward 
through the path of the sound and behold the vision of Nataraja 
in the Chidakasa and are immersed in the ocean of Sivananda. 
They become one with the Lord, just as camphor melts in the 
fire. 


114 LORD SIVA AND HIS WORSHIP 


WORSHIP OF SIVA LINGA 


The popular belief is that the Siva Lingam represents the phal- 
lus or the virile organ, the emblem of the generative power or 
principle in nature, This is not only a serious mistake, but also a 
grave blunder. In the post-Vedic period, the Linga became 
symbolical of the generative power of the Lord Siva. Linga is 
the differentiating mark. It is certainly not the sex-mark. You will 
find in the Linga Purana: Pradhanam prakritir yadahur- 
lingamuttamam; Gandhavarnarasairhinam sabda-sparsadi- 
varjitam—The foremost Linga which is primary and is devoid of 
smell, colour, taste, hearing, touch, etc., is spoken of as Prakriti 
(Nature). 

Linga means ‘mark’, in Sanskrit. It is a symbol which 
points to an inference. When you see a big flood in a river, you 
infer that there had been heavy rains the previous day. When 
you see smoke, you infer that there is fire. This vast world of 
countless forms is a Linga of the Omnipotent Lord. The Siva 
Linga is a symbol of Lord Siva. When you look at the Linga your 
mind is at once elevated and you begin to think of the Lord. 

Lord Siva is really formless. He has no form of his own and 
yet all forms are His forms. All forms are pervaded by Lord 
Siva. Every form is the form or Linga of Lord Siva. 

There is a mysterious power or indescribable Sakti in the 
Linga, to induce concentration of the mind. Just as the mind is 
focussed easily in crystal-gazing, so also the mind attains 
one-pointedness, when it looks at the Linga. That is the reason 
why the ancient Rishis and the seers of India have prescribed 
Linga for being installed in the temples of Lord Siva. 

Siva Linga speaks to you in the unmistakable language of 
silence: “I am one without a second, | am formless”. Pure, pious 
souls only can understand this language. Acurious passionate, 
impure foreigner of little understanding or intelligence says 
sarcastically: “Oh, the Hindus worship the phallus or sex organ. 
They are ignorant people. They have no philosophy”. When a 
foreigner tries to learn Tamil or Hindusthani language, he first 
tries to pick up some vulgar words. This is his curiosity nature. 
Even so, the curious foreigner tries to find out some defects in 
the worship of symbol. Linga is only the outward symbol of the 
formless being, Lord Siva, who is the indivisible, all-pervading, 
eternal, auspicious, ever-pure, immortal essence of this vast 
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universe, who is the undying Soul seated in the chambers of 
your heart, who is your Indweller, innermost Seif or Atman, and 
who is identical with the Supreme Brahman. 

A Siva Linga consists of three parts, the lowest of which is 
the Brahma-Pitha, the middle one, the Vishnu-Pitha and the 
uppermost one, the Siva-Pitha. 


Some are Svayambhu-lingas, some are Narmadesvaras. 
There are twelve Jyotirlingas and five Pancha Bhuta Lingas in 
India. The twelve Jyotir-lingas are: Kedarnath, Kasi Visvanath, 
Somanath, Baijnath, Ramesvar, Ghrusnesvar, Bhimasankar, 
Mahakaala, Mallikarjuna, Amalesvar, Nagesvar and Tryamba- 
kesvar. The five Pancha Bhuta Lingas are: Kalahastisvar, 
Jambukesvar, Arunachalesvar, Ekambaresvar of Kanjivaram 
and Nataraja of Chidambaram. The temple of Lord Mahalinga 
at Tiruvidaimarudur known also as Madhyarjuna is regarded as 
the great Siva temple of South India. 

Sphatikalinga is also a symbol of Lord Siva. This is 
prescribed for Aradhana or worship of Lord Siva. It is made up 
of quartz. It has no colour of its own, but takes on the colour of 
the substances which come in contact with it. It represents the 
Nirguna Brahman or the attributeless Supreme Self or formless 
and attributeless Siva. 


For a sincere devotee, the Linga is not a block of stone. It 
is all radiant Tejas or Chaitanya. The Linga talks to him, makes 
him shed profuse tears, produces horripulation and melting of 
heart, raises him above body-consciousness and helps to com- 
mune with the Lord and attain Nirvikalpa Samadhi. Lord Rama 
worshipped the Siva Linga at Ramesvar. Ravana, the learned 
scholar, worshipped the golden Linga. What a lot of mystic 
Sakti there should be in the Linga! 


May you all attain the formless Siva through the worship of 
the Linga, the symbol of Lord Siva which helps concentration of 
mind and which serves as a prop for the mind to lean upon in 
the beginning for the neophytes! 


SIVA LINGA IS CHINMAYA 


The light of consciousness manifesting out of Sadasiva is, in 
reality, the Sivalinga. From Him all the moving and unmoving 
creations take their origin. He is the Linga or cause of every- 
thing. In Him, the whole world merges itself finally. The Siva 
Purana says: “Pitham Ambamayam Sarvam Sivalingascha 
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Chinmayam." The support or Pitham of all is Prakriti or Parvati, 
and Linga is Chinmaya Purusha, the effulgent light which is 
self-luminous. Union of Prakriti or Parvati, and Purusha or 
Sivalinga is the cause of the world. In Sanatkumara-samhita of 
the Siva Purana, Lord Siva Says: “O Parvati, daughter of 
mountain, there is non> dearer to Me than the man who 
worships Me in the Linga, knowing that Linga is the root-cause 
of everything and knowing the world to be Linga-maya or 
Chaitanya-maya.” 

The Linga is like an esq. It represents the Brahmanda 
(cosmic egg). Whatever that is contained in the Brahmanda is 
in the Linga. The whole world is the form of Lord Siva. The 
world is a Linga. Linga also is th2 form of Lord Siva. 

Linga signifies that the creation is effected by the union of 
Prakriti and Purusha. It means Laya, Jnana, Vyapya, Prakasa, 
Arathaprakasa, Samarthya and the symbol which denotes the 
above meaning. Linga means the place of dissolution for the 
world and all beings. It signifies also Satya, Jnana and 
Ananta—Truth, Knowledge and Infinity. It indicates that Lord 
Siva is endowed with all-pervading and self-luminous nature. 
Linga is a symbol which makes us understand the various 
kinds of Artha which are indicated above. 

There are six Lingas, viz., Anda Linga, Pinda Linga, 
Sadasiva Linga, Atma Linga, Jnana Linga and Siva Linga. 
These Lingas are taken to mean the characteristics by which 
the Anda (the Universe), Pinda (the body), Sadasiva, etc., are 
to be recognised and understood. 

The union of Linga with Yoni is a representation of the 
Eternal Union between the static and the dynamic aspects of 
the Absolute Reality. This represents the Eternal Spiritual 
Communion of the paternal and the maternal principles from 
which all the phenomenal diversities have originated. This is an 
eternal communion of the Changeless Being and the Dynamic 
Power or Sakti from which all changes flow. 

Further, the lower sexual propensities in the aspirants are 
eradicated by this sublime conception. The spiritualisation and 
divinisation of Linga and Yoni, helps the aspirants to free them- 
selves from sexual thoughts. All base thoughts gradually van- 
ish by entertaining this lofty idea. All sexual relations in this 
world are spiritualised as the manifestations of the ultimate 
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Creative Principle, of the eternal Self-enjoyment and Self- 
multiplication of Lord Siva in and through His Power or Sakti. 


The union of Linga with Yoni symbolises the creation of 
this universe by Lord Siva in conjunction with His Sakti or 
Power. 


The so-called educated men of the modern age have no 
spiritual insight and philosophical penetration. Hence, they 
criticise the union of Linga with Yoni as immoral and obscene, 
owing to their extreme ignorance and lack of enquiry, deep 
thinking and Satsanga or association with sages. This is highly 
deplorable and lamentable indeed! May Lord grant wisdom to 
these poor ignorant souls! 


WAY TO ATTAIN LORD SIVA 


Tirumular’s Tirumantram is a poetical work, said to be com- 
posed in the course of three thousand years. It deals with the 
practical and theoretical aspects of Saiva religion and philoso- 
phy. The treatment of Pati (Lord Siva), Pasu (the individual 
soul) and Pasa (attachment) in the old method, is found in this 
book. The following is Tirumular's exposition in his 
Tirumantram. 


God alone is the Guru or the spiritual teacher. He shows 
Siva or Sat. Sat-Guru is Ambalam or Chidakasa Siva. You will 
have to search the Guru in your own heart. Knowledge, 
devotion, purity and Siddhis are obtained through the grace of 
the Guru. The grace descends in virtuous aspirants who have 
purity, dispassion, etc. 


The thirsting aspirant should get help from Guru Param. 
Guru Param imparts spiritual instructions to the aspirant. Then 
Suddha Guru confers upon him Divine Grace. When the 
aspirant obtains the Divine Grace, he gets several powers, 
purity, the power to know the Mantras, higher Siddhis, etc. 
Then the Sat-Guru reveals himself in the Chidakasa, breaks 
the three bonds, viz., Anava (egoism), Karma (action) and 
Maya (illusion) and helps him to enter the illimitable domain of 
Moksha or supreme abode of eternal bliss. Siva Guru presents 
himself later on and manifests Sat, Asat and Sadasat. When 
the Jiva attains this final knowledge, he becomes Siva himself. 
The Guru who presents himself in the earlier and later stages, 
is Siva himself. 
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The devotee attains the grace of the Lord when he medi- 
tates on Him in the chambers of his heart, in the space between 
the two eyebrows and in the head. The holy feet of the Lord are 
highly eulogised. Tirumular says: “The holy feet of my Lord are 
Mantra, beauty and truth.” 

Jneya or that which is to be known, is Siva Ananda which 
is a product of Siva and His grace, Sakti. The Jnata (knower) is 
the individual soul or Jiva. He knows Siva by abiding in Siva 
Ananda and obtains Jnana or knowledge. 

Moksha is the attainment of Siva Ananda. He who attains 
Moksha will attain supreme knowledge of Siva. He who gets 
established in Siva Ananda will attain knowledge and Moksha 
(the final emancipation). The Jiva who knows Siva Ananda 
dwells for ever in it. He attains Siva and Sakti in Siva Ananda. 
He is endowed with true knowledge which is really union of 
Siva and Sakti. Lord Siva shows the path which leads on to 
Moksha, to the aspirant who is endowed with dispassion, 
non-attachment, renunciation, who praises Him always and 
performs regular worship. 

The devotee of Lord Siva gets strength to resist the temp- 
tations of the world and of Indra, through his Tapas or austerity. 
He does not care at all for the celestial pleasures offered by 
Indra. He is quite contented with the supreme bliss attained 
through union with Lord Siva. 

When the Sadhaka does rigorous austerities and prac- 
tises concentration, he attains several powers. Indra and other 
Devas get terribly afraid that they will lose their position. Hence, 
they put several obstacles on his path and tempt him in a vari- 
ety of ways by offering celestial car, damsels and various sorts 
of celestial pleasures. But the firm Sadhaka stands adamant. 
He never yields and marches direct to the goal, viz., Siva-Pada 
or the Immortal seat of eternal Bliss. He who yields gets a 
downfall. Visvamitra had a downfall. 

Sage Tirumular says: “Abandon pride of learning. 
Introspect. Look within. You will be firmly established in Siva. 
Nothing will shake you. You will be freed from the trammels of 
births and deaths.” 

Saiva Siddhanta teaches Advaita only. It is Siva Advaita. 
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GREATNESS OF THE PRASAD 


Prasad is that which gives peace. During Kirtan, worship, Puja, 
Havan and Arati, Badam, Kismis, milk, sweets, fruits are 
offered to the Lord. Puja is done by Bael leaves, flowers, Tulasi, 
Vibhuti, and these are given as Prasad, from the Lord. They are 
charged with mysterious powers by the chanting of Mantras 
during Puja and Havan. 

Prasad is a great purifier. Prasad is a panacea. Prasad is 
a spiritual elixir. Prasad is the Grace of the Lord. Prasad is an 
embodiment of Sakti. Prasad is divinity in manifestation. Many 
sincere aspirants ‘get wonderful experiences from Prasad 
alone. Many incurable diseases are cured. Prasad energises, 
vivifies, invigorates and infuses devotion. It should be taken 
with great faith. 

Live fora week in Brindavan, Pandharpur or Banares. You 
will realise the glory and miraculous effects of Prasad. Prasad 
bestows good health, long life, peace and prosperity on all. 
Glory to Prasad, the bestower of peace and bliss. Glory to the 
Lord of the Prasad. Giver of immortality and undying 
happiness. 

Vibhuti is the Prasad of Lord Siva, to be applied on the 
forehead. A small portion can be taken in. 

Kumkum is the Prasad of Sri Devi or Sakti, to be applied at 
the space between the eyebrows (Ajna or Bhrumadhya). 

Tulasi is the Prasad of Lord Vishnu, Rama or Krishna, not 
to be taken in. Badam, Kismis, sweets, fruits, etc., are to be 
taken in. 

Ail these Prasads are given on all important religious func- 
tions. 


BENEFIT OF PILGRIMAGE 


You will find a description of Oertel’s treatment in books on 
medicine, for certain cardiac afflictions (heart-troubles). The 
patient is asked to climb up hills slowly. So, the Kailas trip, 
besides the spiritual benefit, removes many kinds of minor 
heart-troubles. The heart is invigorated and strengthened. The 
whole cardiac-vascular, nervous, pulmonary, alimentary, 
integumentary systems are thoroughly overhauled and 
purified. There is no necessity for Kuhne’s steam bath. You 
perspire profusely during the march. The whole body is filled 
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with fresh, oxygenated blood. The gentle breeze blowing from 
the tall pine trees all over, surcharged with natural oil of pine, 
disinfects the lungs and a consumptive is cured of phthisis 
when he returns. The excessive fat is reduced. A Kailas trip is 
the best treatment for reduction of obesity in corpulent persons. 
Many kinds of stomach troubles, uric acid troubles and various 
sorts of skin diseases are cured. You will not get any disease 
for a period of 12 years, as you are charged with new electrons, 
new atoms, new cells, new molecules and new nuclei with ren- 
ovated protoplasm. This is no Arthavada (glorification). You get 
two birds by throwing one stone. The Kailas trip brings spiritual 
blessings and good health. Hail! Hail to Sambhu, the Lord Siva 
who dwells in Kailas with His Sakti, Parvati, who gives Mukti to 
His devotees and who is known by the different names, Hara, 
Sadasiva, Mahadeva, Nataraja, Sankara, etc. 

The goal of life is God-realisation which only can free us 
from the miseries of Samsara, the wheel of birth and death. 
The performance of the daily obligatory rites, Nitya-Naimittika 
Karmas, Yatras, etc., unselfishly, leads to the acquisition of vir- 
tue. This leads to the destruction of sin, which in turn results in 
the purification of the mind. This purification of the mind leads 
to the comprehension of the true nature of Samsara or relative 
existence, its false and worthless nature. From this results 
Vairagya (renunciation), which arouses a desire for liberation. 
From this desire results a vigilant search for its means. From it 
comes the renunciation of all actions. Thence, the practice of 
Yoga, which leads to a habitual tendency of the mind to settle in 
the Atman or Brahman. This results in the knowledge of the 
meaning of such Sruti passages as ‘Tat Tvam Asi’, which de- 
Stroys the Avidya (ignorance), thus leading to the establish- 
ment in one's own self. Thus you see that Yatra like Kailas trip 
is a Parampara Sadhana for God-realisation, as it causes 
Chitta Suddhi and Nididhyasana. Dhyana is a direct (Sakshat) 
Sadhana. Householders who are shut up in the world amidst 
various sorts of cares and anxieties, find a great relief in a 
Yatra. Their minds get quite refreshed by a Yatra. Further, 
during the travel they come across Sadhus and Sannyasins. 
They can have good Satsanga. They can clear their doubts. 
They can get various sorts of help from them in spiritual 
Sadhana. That is the main object of Yatra. 
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Let me bring to your memory, once more, the last word of 
the Vedas, Upanishads—'Tat Tvam Asi’, my dear readers. Om 
Tat Sat, Om Santi, Peace be unto all beings. 


BENEFITS OF PARIKRAMA 


Parikrama is the devout perambulation or Pradakshina around 
a sacred and holy spot. This is either a mountain peak, a 
sacred Tirtha, a place of pilgrimage or an entire area regarded 
as holy and sanctified by tradition. This practice of making a 
circuit is ordinarily done at any time, and especially undertaken 
by devotees en masse at particular periods during the year. 

When done on a smaller scale within a small ambit as 
round a Murti installed in a shrine, round the sacred Tulasi plant 
or Pipal tree, the perambulation is in common parlance termed 
‘Pradakshina.’ A Parikrama also doubtless constitutes 
Pradakshina, but by convention, it is being referred mainly to 
big circuit. 

More difficult forms of Parikrama are in vogue. Additional 
measures involving greater physical exertion and strain are 
combined with Parikrama. Some lay themselves fully stretched 
upon the ground and roll along over the entire route. Some 
others proceed slowly prostrating full length at every three or 
ten steps; still others walk step by step, placing one foot in 
close proximity to the other and cover the whole distance of 
Parikrama; and others do the circuit themselves gyrating in a 
continuous Atma-Pradakshina. All these difficult features are 
adopted by devotees at times as special penance, or in 
accordance with some vow previously made, or as spontane- 
ous expression of their zeal or fervour. Your mental attitude and 
motive will bestow on you the highest, maximum spiritual good. 


Undaunted Yatris in the icy Himalayas do the difficult 
Parikrama of Mount Kailas and even longer circuit of Lake 
Manasasarovar. Other Yatris complete a round of entire 
Uttarakhand, in doing the Kedar-Badri-Yatra by going via one 
route and returning via another, after circling the Chardham. 

Far off in the South, pious devotees make Pradakshina of 
the holy Arunachala at Tiruvannamalai. Rama Bhaktas and 
Krishna Premis go round Chitrakuta Parvata, Ayodhya, Brij, 
Brindavan, Govardhana and Badrinath. 

The deep significance of Parikrama lies in the fact that the 
devotee considers not the physical aspect of the place, hill or 
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Tirtha, but the spiritual power it symbolises and the Divine 
Presence that is manifested and felt through it. Through the 
Lord's revelation in the tenth chapter of the Bhagavad-Gita, you 
will understand how much special places are saturated with the 
Divine Presence. By the fervent attitude of faith and veneration, 
you make yourself fully receptive to the inflow of the spiritual vi- 
brations of the holy place. These powerful spiritual currents en- 
ter and purify all the sheaths, gross and subtle, destroying bad 
Vasanas and Samskaras. Tamas and Rajas are reduced. The 
concentrated influence of Sattva awakens the dormant spiritual 
tendencies. By Parikrama, the devotee drinks deep the Divine 
atmosphere pervading the place and comes out of this spiritual 
path steeped in Sattvic vibrations. This is the inner working and 
significance of doing Parikrama. 

Being a great purifier, it is enjoined on all devotees as a 
method of penance or Tapascharya by wise tradition and con- 
vention. It is an act of great spiritual benefit and religious merit 
too. The devotee takes bath, wears clean clothes, smears Tilak 
or sacred ash and wears Tulasi or Rudraksha Maala and starts 
with God’s Name on his lips. On the Parikrama route, you gain 
valuable Satsanga by meeting Sadhus and Sannyasins living 
there. Your sins are destroyed by taking bath in sacred rivers 
(on big Parikramas) or ponds and Kunds. You are elevated and 
blessed by Darsana of many holy shrines situated on the way. 
You develop patience and endurance putting up with various 
discomforts in the sun or rain or cold. Difficult Parikramas mean 
giving up many dear articles to which the mind is attached. You 
have your mind freed from all thoughts and you are absorbed in 
the one idea of the Divine presence. A devoutedly conducted 
Parikrama constitutes in one single act a triple Sadhana elevat- 
ing your body, mind and spirit. The spiritual vibrations of the 
holy places of pilgrimage and shrines purify your base Asuric 
Vrittis and fill you with Sattva and purity. You need not go in for 
Satsanga. Mahapurushas come to you of their own accord. 
They are always in search of real and sincere Sadhakas. 
Therefore, they also remain in holy places like Badri, Kedar, 
Kailas, Haridwar, Brindavan, Mathura, etc. 

Blessed indeed are those who take part in Parikrama, 
because they will soon attain peace, bliss and immortality! 
Glory to Lord Rama, the Lord of Ayodhya! Glory to Krishna the 
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Indweller of all hearts, whose special seat is Brindavan! Glory 
to Bhaktas! May their blessings be upon you all! 


REAL FLOWER AND ARATI 


The tower of a temple represents Brahmarandhra. Balipitha 
represents the navel or Manipura Chakra. Nandi represents 
Ajna Chakra. Dhvajastambha represents Sushumna Nadi 
which runs from Muladhara to Brahmarandhra. 

Dig-devata dwells in the ears, Vayu in the skin, Sun in the 
eyes, Varuna in the tongue, Asvins in the nose, Vishnu in the 
feet, Indra in the hands, Agni in the speech, Prajapati'in the 
generative organ, Yama in the anus, Sutratman in the Prana, 
Hiranyagarbha in Antahkarana, Chandra in mind, Brahma in 
the intellect, Rudra in egoism, Siva in Chitta, Sarasvati in the 
end of the tongue, Parvati in Anahata Chakra, Lakshmi in 
Manipura Chakra, Ganesa in Muladhara and Satchidananda 
Brahman in Brahmarandhra at the crown of the head. 

Satya, Ahimsa, Tapas, mercy, love, self-restraint, con- 
tentment, forgiveness, Jnana, equal vision, peace are the real 
flowers of Puja. All the Nadas are the waters for Abhisheka. 
The virtuous actions are the offering of incense. Vedanta is 
Pitambar. Jnana and Yoga are the Kundalas. Tapas and 
meditation are the lights. Japa is Chamara. Anahata is the 
music. Kirtan is umbrella. Pranayama is the fan. 

Tattvas are the attendants of the Lord. Jnana-Sakti is the 
Devi. Agama is the commander. The eight Siddhis are the 
door-keepers of the Lord. Turiya is the Bhasma. Veda is the bull 
or Nandi. Kalyana Gunas represent the Trident in the hand. 
Panchakshara is the holy thread. Suddha Jiva is the ornament. 
The Vrittis are the Pujopakaranas. The Panchabhutas and the 
five Tanmatras are the Rudrakshamaalas of Lord Siva. Tiger 
skin represents Ahankara. 

Kriya-Sakti and virtuous actions are Dhupa or incense for 
the Lord. Chit-Sakti which produces knowledge is also Dhupa. 
Offering of the ego and the mind at the lotus-feet of the Lord is 
real Naivedya. Just as camphor melts and becomes one with 
the fire, so also the mind of a sage melts and the individual soul 
gets merged in the Supreme Soul. This is real Karpura Arati. 


Chapter X 
THE SAIVA UPANISHADS 


RUDRA OF THE UPANISHADS 


Some ignorant persons think that Rudra is a malevolent, terrific 
deity who causes destruction. They believe that Rudra is a God 
of punishment. It is not so. Rudra is the God who bestows 
prosperity and destroys suffering. He is a benevolent Deity who 
confers auspiciousness, offspring and cattle. He is the bringer 
or source of prosperity. 

Siva or Rudra means He who removes sin or suffering. 
The names Bhava, Sarva, Pasupati, Ugra, Mahadeva, Isana 
and Asani are applied to Rudra. Pasupati means the Lord or 
Protector of cattle. 

In the Vedas you will find prayers such as: “O Rudra! May 
we increase in offspring”. “Thou, O Rudra, art the most eminent 
of beings, the strongest of the strong, wielder of the thunder- 
bolt; protect us, carry us happily across our calamity, drive 
away all evils”, “Remove from us whatever sins we have done.” 
Therefore, Rudra is not a terror-inspiring God, but a bestower 
of welfare or prosperity. He is the one great Lord of the 
Universe. 

Rudra is the ideal of mendicants, because Rudra alone, of 
all the deities, is spoken of in the scriptures as the mendicant- 
God. He is mentioned as having the ascetic water-pot in the 
Rigveda hymns. 

You will find in the Svetasvatara Upanishad, chapter Ill: 
“There is one Rudra only who rules all the worlds by His 
powers. There is no one besides Him who can make Him the 
second. He is present inside the hearts of all beings. He 
creates all the worlds and maintains and finally withdraws them 
into Himself". 

Rudra represents here Para Brahman or the Supreme 
Self, the Infinite or the Absolute. 

Rudra, after having created all objects, draws together or 
takes them all back into Himself at the end of time, i.e., during 
cosmic Pralaya or dissolution. 
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Rudra is the destructive aspect of Siva. There are eleven 
Rudras in the cosmic hierarchy. Esoterically, the Pranas (or the 
ten senses) and the mind represent the eleven Rudras. Sri 
Hanuman is a manifestation or aspect of Rudra only. 

In Siva-Purana, Rudra is another name for Siva. Rudra is 
one who destroys the sins and removes the miseries of His 
devotees and confers on them wisdom and bliss. Rudra is the 
Antaryamin or indweller of all beings. He witnesses silently the 
actions and thoughts of men and dispenses the fruits of their 
actions. 

“That one God, having His eyes, His face, His arms and 
feet in every place, when producing heaven and earth, forges 
them together with His arms and His wings”. 

May Rudra, the creator and supporter of the gods, the 
great seer, the Lord of all, who created at first Hiranyagarbha, 
endow us with good thought (pure intellect). 

“Rudra, with Thy form which is auspicious, which is not 
dreadful, and which manifests what is holy, with that all-blessed 
form, appear to us, O Dweller among the mountains”. 


RUDRAKSHA JABALA UPANISHAD 


Hari Om! | praise the Effulgent State of Absolute Peace, 
belonging to Sri Maharudra, which is to be known through the 
Rudraksha Jabala Upanishad. 

Bhusunda questioned Lord Kalagnirudra: What is the 
beginning of Rudraksha beads? What is the benefit of wearing 
them on the body? 

Lord Kalagnirudra answered him thus: | closed my eyes 
for the sake of destroying the Tripura Asuras. From my eyes 
thus closed, drops of water fell on the earth. These drops of 
tears turned into Rudrakshas. 

By the mere utterance of the name of ‘'Rudraksha’, one 
acquires the benefit of giving ten cows in charity. By seeing and 
touching it, one attains double that benefit. | am unable to 
praise it any more. 

| closed my eyes one thousand celestial years. Then from 
my eyelids, drops of water dropped down and attained the state 
of immobility for blessing the devoted persons. 

This Rudraksha destroys the devotees’ sins that are 
committed both night and day, by wearing it. 
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By mere vision of the Rudraksha, the benefit will be say, a 
lakh. But by wearing them, it will be a crore. Why, it will be equal 
to hundred crores. 

But it will be a thousand lakhs of crores and hundred lakhs 
of crores times powerful when one does Japa with Rudraksha 
and wears it at all times. 

Among Rudrakshas, one as big as Amalaka (myrobalan), 
is considered to be the best. One as big as the Badari fruit 
(Indian berry) is considered to be of the middle sort. But that as 
big as Chana (Bengal gram) is considered to be the worst of all. 
This is my idea about the size of Rudraksha beads. 

The four kinds of people, Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaisyas 
and Sudras are born as merely a worthless burden on the 
earth. The real Brahmin is the white Rudraksha. The red is a 
Kshatriya. The yellow is a Vaisya. And the black is a Sudra. 

Therefore, a Brahmin should wear white Rudrakshas, a 
Kshatriya the red, a Vaisya the yellow and a Sudra the black. 

One should use those Rudraksha-beads which are nice, 
handsome, strong, big, auspicious and thorny. One should 
avoid those eaten by worms, broken, without thorns, and 
having sores. 

The self-holed Rudraksha is of the best variety. But that 
which is holed by man’s attempt, is considered to be worse. 
Those best Rudrakshas should be strung in white thread. A 
worshipper of Siva should wear Rudraksha all over the body. 
He should wear one bead on the crest, three hundred round the 
head, thirty-six round the neck, sixteen round each arm, twelve 
round the chest and five hundred round the waist. He should 
wear a Yajnopavita consisting of one hundred and eight beads 
of Rudrakshas. He should wear two, three, five or seven 
Maalas of Rudraksha round the neck, 

A Siva-Bhakta should wear Rudrakshas round his crown, 
ear-ring, chain, round the ear, armlet, at all times, and specially 
round the stomach, irrespective of the fact whether he is 
sleeping, drinking, etc. 

lf the devotee wears three hundred beads, it is the worst, if 
he wears five hundred it will be medium, but one thousand will 
be the best of all. 

The devotee, when wearing Rudrakshas on the head, 
should repeat his Ishta Mantra, and when wearing them round 
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the neck, should repeat the Tat-Purusha Mantra and when 
wearing round the throat, should repeat the Aghora Mantra. 
The same Mantra (Aghora) should be recited when wearing 
round the chest also. 

He should wear them round the arms with the Aghora Bija 
Mantra. 

Then again Bhusunda asked Lord Kalagnirudra: What are 
the different forms and effects of Rudraksha beads? Please tell 
me about the secret of these blessed ones including their vari- 
ous faces, which is the means of getting rid of all evil. 

Lord Kalagnirudra said: The bead with one face is of the 
form of the Supreme Truth. A disciplined one (controlling his 
senses) mingles himself with the one Eternal Truth, after wear- 
ing these Rudrakshas. (The following is a list of different faces 
of Rudrakshas and their effects). 


Faces Form Effect of wearing 
1. Supreme Truth Attainment of Eternity 
2. Ardhanarisvara Grace of Ardhanarisvara 
3. Tretagni Grace of Agni 
4. Brahma Grace of Brahma 
5. Pancha-Brahmas Destruction of homicide sin 
6. Karttikeya or Ganesa Attainment of Chitta-Suddhi 
and Jnana 
7. Saptamala Attainment of good health 
and wealth 
8. Ashtamatras (Ashta Grace of these Devatas and 
Vasus) or Ganga becoming truthful 
9. Nava-Saktis Grace of Nava-Saktis or 
nine Powers 
10. Yama Attainment of Peace 
11. Ekadasa Rudras Increase of all kinds of wealth 
12. Mahavishnu or Attainment of Moksha 
12 Adityas 
13. Cupid Attainment of fulfilling 
desires and grace of Cupid 
14. Rudra Destruction of all diseases 


One who wears Rudrakshas, should not use intoxicants, 
meat, garlic, onions, carrots and all such prohibited things. By 
wearing Rudrakshas during eclipses, Vishusankranti (the end 
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of Mina and beginning of Mesha Masa), new moon, full moon 
and other such auspicious days, one is freed of all sins. 

The base of the Rudraksha bead is Brahma, its navel is 
Vishnu, its face is Rudra and its hole consists of all gods. 

One day Sanatkumara asked Kalagnirudra: “O Lord! Tell 
me the rules for wearing Rudrakshas”. At that time Nidagha, 
Jadabharata, Dattatreya, Katyayana, Bharadvaja, Kapila, 
Vasishtha, Pippalada, etc., came to Kalagnirudra. Then Lord 
Kalagnirudra asked them why they all had come in a group. 
They all answered that they came to hear the method of 
wearing Rudrakshas. 

Kalagnirudra said: Those that are born out of Rudra’s 
Akshis (eyes) are called Rudrakshas. When these beads are 
even once touched by hand, one attains the glory of giving in 
charity two thousand cows at a time. When they are worn in 
ears, he gets the effect of giving out eleven thousand cows in 
charity. He also attains the state of the eleven Rudras. When 
the beads are worn on the head, one has the benefit of giving a 
crore of cows in charity. Of all these places, | am unable to tell 
you the benefit when worn in the ears. 

Whoever studies this Rudraksha Jabala Upanishad, be 
he a boy or a youth, becomes great. He becomes the Guru of 
all and the teacher of all Mantras. Havan and Archana should 
be done with these Mantras (of the Upanishad). 

That Brahmin who recites this Upanishad in the evening, 
destroys the sins committed during day time; who recites at 
noon, destroys the sins of six births; who recites in the morning 
and evening, destroys the sins of many births. He attains the 
same benefit of doing six thousand lakhs of Gayatri Japa. 

He becomes purified from all sins of killing a Brahmin, 
drinking toddy, stealing gold, approaching Guru's wife, having 
intercourse with her, speaking with corrupted person, etc. 

He gets the benefits of all pilgrimages and river-baths. He 
attains Siva-sayujya. He does not come back (to rebirth). 


BHASMA JABALA UPANISHAD 


| am that Absolute Brahman only which, after being under- 
stood in its true aspect (as one with this Atman), entirely burns 
into ashes (Bhasma) the ignorance (illusion or Maya) of consid- 
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ering this universe to be existing (real) and separate from one’s 
own Self, through the destructive fire of (Supreme) Knowledge! 


Once Bhusunda, a descendant of Jabali went to the 
Kailas Peak and prostrated before Lord Mahadeva Siva, who is 
the form of Omkara and who is beyond the trinity of Brahma, 
Vishnu and Rudra. 


Bhusunda worshipped Siva with great devotion again and 
again through fruits, flowers and leaves. Then he questioned 
Lord Siva: “Lord! Kindly impart to me the essential knowledge 
of all the Vedas, embodying the process and technique of using 
the Bhasma (sacred ash), because it is the only means for at- 
taining Liberation. What is the Bhasma made of? Where should 
it be applied? What are the Mantras to be recited? Who are the 
persons fitted for this? What are the rules regarding it? Kindly 
instruct me, born from a depressed class.” 


The kind Lord Paramesvara said: At first the devotee after 
understanding the influence of the celestials at the prescribed 
time, should fetch some sacred and pure cow-dung early in the 
morning, keep it in the leaf of a Palasa-tree and then dry it with 
the Vedic Mantra ‘Tryambakam’ etc. (in the sun). 


Then he should burn that dry cow-dung, placed in a con- 
venient place, with any fire that is available, according to the 
rules laid down in the Grihya Sutras of his sect, and then pour 
Ahutis of seasamum and paddy together with ghee, with the 
Mantra ‘Somaya Svaha'. The number of Ahutis should be 
1008, or if possible, 1}, times this. The instruments for pouring 
ghee should be made of leaf; in that case man does not commit 
any sin. 

Then, at the end, the devotee should offer the oblation of 
Sveshtakruta at the time of Purna-Ahuti, with the Mantra 
‘Tryambakam’ etc. With the same Mantra Bali (an offering) 
should be placed in the eight directions (of the fire). 


That Bhasma should be sprinkled with water by the 
Gayatri Mantra. Then that sacred ash should be placed in a 
gold, silver, copper or earthen vessel and sprinkled again with 
the Rudra Mantras. It should then be kept ina clean and decent 
place. 


Then the devotee should honour the Brahmins with a 
grand feast. 
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Then only he will become purified. Then he should take 
the Bhasma from the vessel with the Pancha-Brahma-Mantras, 
‘Manastoka’, '‘Sadyo Jatam’, etc., and with the idea that ‘fire is 
Bhasma, air is Bhasma, water is Bhasma, earth is Bhasma, 
ether is Bhasma, gods are Bhasma, Rishis are Bhasma, all this 
universe and existence are Bhasma; | prostrate to this sacred 
and purifying Bhasma which destroys all my sins.’ 

Thus, the devotee should keep a little Bhasma with the 
decent left hand saying, ‘Vamadevaya’ (this is to Vamadeva) 
sprinkling with the Mantra ‘Tryambakam’ etc., and cleaning it 
with the Mantra ‘Suddham suddhena’ etc. Then he should filter 
it nicely. Then he should apply it from head to foot, with the five 
Brahma-Mantras. With the first finger, middle finger and ring 
finger, he should apply the same to the middle of the head say- 
ing ‘to the head’ and ‘O Bhasma! Thou hast come from Agnil’ 


Places where Bhasma is Mantra to be used 
to be applied 

1. Forehead Tryambakam etc. 
2. Neck Nilagrivaya etc. 
3. Right side of neck Tryayusham etc. 
4. Cheeks Vama etc. 

5. Eyes Kalaya ete. 

6. Ears Trilochanaya etc. 
7. Face Srinavama etc. 

8. Chest Prabravama etc. 
9. Navel Atmane etc. 

10. Below right shoulder Nabhih etc. 

11. Middle of right shoulder Bhavaya etc. 

12. Right side of chest Rudraya etc. 

13. Back of right arm Sarvaya etc. 

14. Below left shoulder Pasupataye etc. 
15, Middle of left shoulder Ugraya etc. 

16. Middle of left arm Agrevadhaya etc. 
17. Back of left arm Durevadhaya etc. 
18. Armpits Namo Hantre etc. 
19. All parts Sankaraya etc. 


The devotee should then prostrate to Siva with the Mantra 
‘Somaya’ etc. He should wash the hands and drink that 
ash-water with the Mantra ‘Apah Punantu’ etc. The water 
should never be spilt down from any cause. 

Thus, this practice of Bhasmadharana should be done in 
the morning, noon and evening. If he does not do this, he will 
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become fallen. This very thing is the prescribed Dharma of all 
Brahmins. Without having Bhasmadharana in this fashion, he 
should never take any food, water or anything else. Acciden- 
tally if this practice is forgotten, that day, Gayatri should not be 
repeated. No Yajna should be done on that day; no Tarpana 
should be offered to gods, Rishis or Pitrus. This is the eternal 
Dharma that destroys all sins and gives the final state of 
Moksha. 

This is the daily rite of Brahmins, Brahmacharins 
Grihasthas, Vanaprasthas and Sannyasins. If this is 
overlooked even once, he should stand in water upto the neck, 
repeating Gayatri 108 times, and fast the whole day. If a 
Sannyasin does not wear Bhasma, even a single day, he 
should fast during the whole day and do 1000 Pranava Japa, 
for being purified once again. Otherwise, the Lord will throw 
these Sannyasins to dogs and wolves. 

In case this kind of Bhasma is not available, any other 
Bhasma that may be at hand should be used with the pre- 
scribed Mantras. This kind of practice shall destroy any kind of 
sin that may be committed by man. 

Then again Bhusunda asked Siva: What are the daily rites 
to be performed by a Brahmin, by neglecting which he will com- 
mit a sin? Who is to be then meditated upon? Who is to be re- 
membered? How to meditate? Where to practice this? Please 
tell me in detail, 

The Lord answered all in a nutshell: First of all the devotee 
should get up early in the morning before sunrise, and after fin- 
ishing the purificatory actions, should take his bath. He should 
clean the body with the Rudra Suktas. Then he should wear a 
clean cloth. After this, he should meditate on the sun-god and 
apply Bhasma to all the prescribed parts of the body. He should 
then wear white Rudraksha, as prescribed. Some prescribe the 
following way of applying Bhasma: 


Places No. of times (lines) 
1. Head 40 

2. Chest 1or3 

3. Ears 11 

4. Neck 32 

5. Arms 16 each 

6. Throat 12 each side 


7. Thumbs 6 each 
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Then the devotee should observe Sandhya with the Kusa 
grass in his hand. He should do Japa of either Siva- 
Shadakshara or Siva-Ashtakshara, ‘Om Namah Sivaya’ and 
‘Om Namo Mahadevaya’ are the two Mantras. This is the 
highest truth and the greatest instruction. | myself am that 
Great Lord Siva, God of all gods, the Supreme Controller of all 
the universes. | am that Impersonal Brahman, | am Omkara, | 
am the Creator, Preserver and Destroyer of all. Through My 
terror only, all are working properly. | am this world and the five 
elements. | am the Highest Truth that exists, the Brahman of 
the Upanishads. This is the greatest Vidya. 

| am the only giver of Moksha. Hence all people come to 
Me for final help. That is why | absorb into My Being those crea- 
tures who leave their Pranas at Banares which is standing at 
the top of My Trisula (trident). Therefore, everyone should per- 
form penance at Banares only. Banares should not be ne- 
glected under any circumstance. Everybody should try tc live at 
Banares as far as possible. No place is better than Banares. 

Even at Banares, the most celebrated is the temple of 
Siva, where in the East, there is the place of Wealth, in the 
South, the place of Vichara, in the West, the place of Vairagya 
and in the North, the place of Jnana. There in the middle, |, the 
Eternal Spirit should be worshipped. That Linga at Banares, is 
not illumined by the sun, moon or the stars. That self-luminous 
Linga called ‘Visvesvara’ has its root in Patala. That is Myself. | 
should be worshipped by one who wears the sacred Bhasma 
and Rudrakshas in the prescribed manner. | shall deliver him 
from all sins and sorrows. 

By performing My Abhisheka, he attains My Sayujya 
state. Nothing exists other than Myself. | initiate all with the 
Taraka Mantra. Those who want Mukti should live in Banares. | 
will take care of them. | am the Lord of Brahma, Vishnu and 
Rudra. The most corrupt man or woman will attain Moksha, if 
he or she dies at Banares. Other sinners will be fried in burning 
pits of live coals after death. Therefore, everybody should try to 
live at Banares which is My Pranalinga Itself. 


TRIPURA-TAPINI-UPANISHAD 


| praise that Supreme Truth which is Knowledge Absolute, 
which is to be known through the Vidya of the Tripura- 
Tapini-Upanishad. 
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The Lord assumed the form of destructive ferociousness 
and then He covered Himself all over the three worlds, Bhuh, 
Bhuvah and Svah. Then He had that power of the Adi-Sakti, 
i.e,, the Adi-Sakti burst out from His heart. This is the Sakti 
called the Maya of Siva and She is understood by the funda- 
mental syllable ‘Hrim’. The whole universe was then covered 
by this Sakti. Since She covered the three worlds or Tripuras, 
She has been styled as ‘Tripura’. 

This Tripura Sakti has the following Vidya called Sri Vidya 
which can be derived from the following Vedic Mantras: 


aefagawa wit taea eftafel frat at a: watearal 
Ut Tara ATA | 

wWiaaee Fras Baad aa eels Va: | 

aa: Udata eriftr faa area fare eftareaha: 1 


Aah ae GY Geary 
saleata aware Assad | 


This Vidya consisting of one hundred letters is the 
Supreme Vidya in its entirety. This is Paramesvari, Tripura 
Herself. 

Out of the above Mantras, the first four stanzas deal with 
the exposition of the glory of the Para-Brahman. The second 
set of stanzas deals with the Mahima of Sakti. The third set 
deals with the glory of Siva Himself. 

In this Vidya, all the worlds, all the Vedas, all the Sastras, 
all the Puranas and all the Dharmas have been dealt with and 
this is the Effulgence that has come out of the combination of 
Siva and Sakti. 

Now, we shall comment on the most important and the 
hidden meanings of these verses. Here the great word ‘Tat’ 
means Para-Brahman Itself, the Eternity. This is the symbol 
used for that Lord who is beyond all definitions and arguments. 
This Lord is the embodiment of Supreme Knowledge itself That 
is, He wishes to be in the form of Knowledge Absolute. He 
alone is the great Lord Siva who is always desired by sages, 
Yogins, etc., in Yajnas. Therefore there is the creation of desire. 
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Thus, this Lord who is beyond the reach of all desires, still 
desires and is being desired. He creates the alphabetical list of 
language. Therefore, the Lord is called ‘Kama’ or desire. The 
letter representing Kama is called ‘Ka’. Therefore the word ‘Tat’ 
represents the letter ‘Ka’. This is the meaning of the word ‘Tat’. 

‘Savituh' comes from the Sanskrit root-word ‘Sunj 
Praniprasave’, which means the Generator or producer of all 
beings. He is the great Power. Power means Sakti. This great 
Sakti or Devi called Tripura, is embodied in the Mahakundali 
(Yantra). Thus, the fire-globe (of the sun) should be known by 
the intelligent. This Sakti or power of Trikona (triangular figure) 
bears out the letter called ‘E’. Therefore we should learn the 
word ‘E' from the word ‘Savituh’. 

‘Varenyam’ means that which is fit fo be adored and 
worshipped, which is the imperishable and the praiseworthy. 
Therefore, it should be understood that the letter ‘E’ should be 
taken from the word ‘Varenyam’. ‘Bhargo’ and ‘Dhimahi' will be 
now commented upon. The letter ‘Dha’ means Dharana or 
concentration. The Lord is always concentrated upon by the 
‘Dhi’ or the intellect or Buddhi. ‘Bharga’ is the Lord Himself who 
can be understood only by reaching the fourth stage or Avastha 
and this is the Being that pervades all and all. The letter repre- 
senting this fourth stage is called ‘I’ and this is the real meaning 
of the above-mentioned words of the Mantra. We shall now talk 
of the word ‘Mahi’. ‘Mahi’ means greatness, idleness, strength, 
stubbornness, and this applies to that element which pos- 
sesses all these qualities. That is the earth which is repre- 
sented by the letter ‘La’. This is the Supreme state. Thus, this 
Lakara shows the quality of the earth in its being the embodi- 
ment of all oceans, forests, mountains and the seven islands. 
Therefore the form of Devi called the earth, is termed ‘Mahi’. 

Now about, ‘Dhiyo Yo Nah Prachodayat’. Para or the 
Supreme is the Imperishable Siva Himself, the Eternal Soul. 
The underlying meaning here is this: We should meditate on 
the immobile form of Lakara or Jyotirlinga or Lord Siva which is 
the most supreme thing that ever exists anywhere. Here, there 
is no desire for any Dhyana whatsoever. It is beyond all 
Dhyanas. Therefore, we are requesting the Lord to direct our 
minds to be established in that Nirvikalpa State where there is 
no thinking at all, This request should not be made through the 
mouth. It should be simply thought of in the mind. 
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Then ‘Paro Rajase Savadom’. After meditating on the 
form of the Supreme Truth, there will come out a big effulgence, 
pure and blissful, full of knowledge which is residing inside the 
heart. This is the essence of all speech and Knowledge. This is 
the true Sakti. And this is called the Panchakshara, since it is 
the creator of the Pancha Bhutas or the five elements. This 
should be understood correctly by the intelligent. 

This is the Vidya giving all desires to the devotee. Thus, 
after understanding in its true aspect, this Vidya of thirty-two 
letters, the devotee should think of the letter called ‘Ha’ which is 
the form of Siva, who is the Imperishable, pure State. The letter 
derived out of the combination of the sun and the moon, thatis, 
the combination of Siva and Sakti is ‘Ha’ and it is also named as 
‘Hdamsa’. This is the seed of Kama. Through this Vidya, we can 
know the Supreme Lord Siva. 

This combination is also understood as being the merging 
of the Jivatma in the Supreme Paramatman. Thus ‘Ha’ means 
the Eternal Stage or the Final Emancipation. 

This is the derivation of the Sri Vidya. One who knows this, 
attains the form of Rudra, He bursts open the residence of 
Vishnu and reaches the Para-Brahman. 

Then about the second Mantra. This Mantra glorifies the 
Mahima of Tripura Devi. 

By the word ‘Jata’ Lord Siva is meant. He who gave birth to 
the first letters of the ‘Varna-Matrika’ of the form of the 
‘Bindurupa’ of Omkara in the very beginning is called ‘Jata’. Or 
else, it may also be said that because He desired at the very 
beginning the fulfilment of His Kama, when He was just born, 
He is called ‘Jata’. The Knowledge of Devi Tripura should be 
thus carefully analysed in the same manner by dissecting the 
Mantra into its different words (according to Mantra-Sastra). 
Then all kinds of ‘Raksha’ or defence can be had from this 
Mantra. The first thing that is to be understood here is that ‘Jata’ 
is the One Lord, the Effulgent Being. This should be taken as 
the foundation of all Vidyas pertaining to Tripura. Here, it 
should also be understood that the letter ‘Sa’ refers to the 
power of Sakti and the letter ‘Somam’ refers to the State of 
Siva. Whosoever knows this becomes famous and important. 

Thus, this Vidya where Devi Tripura resides at all times 
should be taken to be the basis of all Vidyas and the devotee 
should always be studying this Vidya and reciting it. This Vidya 
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is the embodiment of the Powers of Siva and Sakti. This Vidya 
is called the limb of Sri Tripuramba Herself. The same Vidya, 
when used for meditating purposes, is called ‘Sarvatodhira’. 

The Sri Vidya Chakra of Tripura is the King of all Chakras. 
This gives one, anything that he wants and this can be 
worshipped by anybody, without restriction. This Chakra is the 
gateway to Moksha, and Yogins after bursting the Brahman 
through this Vidya, attain that permanent Bliss. This Chakra is 
the house of Tripuradevi. 

Then about the Mrityunjaya Anushtup Mantra. 
‘Tryambakam’ (Trayanam Ambakam) means the ‘Lord of the 
three’ worlds. ‘Trayanam’ means ‘of the three’ worlds. 
‘Ambakam is the Lord of it. “Yajamahe' means ‘Sevamahe’ or 
do service. Besides this, the word ‘Mahe’ means ‘Mrityunjaya’ 
or the destroyer of death. Therefore, the word ‘Yajamahe’ is 
very important here. 

The word ‘Sugandhim’ means ‘to derive fame from all 
quarters’. And the word ‘Pushtivardhanam’ means ‘one who 
creates all the worlds, preserves all the worlds, pervades all the 
worlds and gives salvation to all the worlds’. 

‘Urvarukam’ means ‘cucumber’. ‘Urvarukamiva Bandha- 
nan Mrityormukshiya Mamritat’. A cucumber is tied with a 
creeper. Similarly the human being and other creatures are tied 
by the bonds of Samsara. Here, it means to deliver the earthly 
beings from the Mayaic bond to the Eternal Bliss, just as a 
cucumber is delivered free from the creeper. 


A person who wants to conquer death should repeat the 
Mantra ‘Mrityunjaya’, etc. One who wishes to become Rudra, 
should make use of the Mantra ‘Om Namah’. Then he will 
certainly derive the best benefit out of it. 

Then there is another Mantra. ‘Tad Vishnoh Paramam 
Padam’, etc. Vishnu is one who pervades all the universe. His 
supreme state which is just like the sky is called ‘Paramam 
Padam’. ‘Surayah’ means scholars or those intelligent who 
have understood the Reality, i.e., Brahma, etc. That Supreme 
State of Vishnu is lying or residing in each and every being. By 
‘residing’, we mean ‘Vasati.’ Therefore, He is called 
‘Vaasudeva’. The powerful twelve letters of Sri Vaasudeva ‘Om 
Namo Bhagavate Vaasudevaya’, are everything. They are 
sufficient to absolve one from all sins. The kKnower of this 
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Mantra reaches that Brahma-Purusha who is in the form of the 
embodiment of the three letters A, U and M. 

Then, we have got another powerful Mantra ‘Hamsa 
Suchishat’, etc. This is the great Mantra of the Sun-God. And 
the other Mantra which is to be known is ‘Gananam Tva’, etc. 
This is the Mantra of Ganapati. One who knows and repeats 
these Mantras that belong to Siva, Vishnu, Surya and 
Ganapati, will get the direct revelation of Devi Tripura. 

In the Gayatri, there are four forms. In the morning, She is 
called Gayatri. In the noon, She is called Savitri. In the evening, 
She is called Sarasvati. She is always called Ajapa when She 
is having the fourth Pada with Her. This Devi is having the form 
of fifty alphabets from the letter ‘A’ to the letter ‘Ksha’. All the 
Sastras and the world are covered by the Devi in this form. 
Prostrations to Her again and again. 

So, any devotee who worships Devi Tripura with these 
Mantras, becomes the true seer of the Reality. He then attains 
Moksha. This should be known correctly by everybody. 

Now, we shall expound the Karmakanda of the 
Tripura-worship. This Sakti or the Adimaya directs the 
Supreme Brahman. That Brahman is Knowledge Absolute, 
and is termed Paramatman. This Supreme Being is the Hearer, 
Knower, Seer, Commander, Perceiver and the Supreme 
Purusha who resides in the Atman of all beings. This is to be 
known. There is no world, no non-world, no God, no non-God, 
no being, no non-being, no Brahmin and no non-Brahmin, at 
all. Thus shines the Nirvana called Para-Brahman. 

The mind that is thinking of something, is called Baddha. 
That which does not think of anything is called Mukta. Then 
only this Brahman can be understood. Therefore, everybody 
should keep his mind free from thoughts of objects. 

Until the mind is devoid of all thoughts, one should try to 
control the Pranas. This is the eternal knowledge. All other 
things are merely unnecessary scriptural descriptions. There is 
no difference between thinking and non-thinking in the 
Para-Brahman. All are same there. There is nothing to be 
thought of and there is nobody to think. 

Thus finally, the devotee should understand gradually that 
Brahman is his own Self and then he will attain the Blissful 
Emancipation. 
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Now the Supreme Truth is revealed. There is no one who 
longs for liberation, there is no one who is liberated, there is no 
Vairagya, there is no Sadhana, there is no destruction. 

There are two Brahmans, namely Sabda Brahman and 
Para Brahman. One who has mastered the Sabda Brahman, 
attain to the Para Brahman. After acquiring all the knowledge 
through books, the intelligent man should throw away those 
books, just like the husk thrown away by one who wants only 
the internal kernel of the grain. 

Thus the Supreme Brahman-State is described. One who 
knows this Great Vidya should be worshipped by others. There 
is no doubt about it. This is the great Upanishad. 


RUDRA UPANISHAD 


Now, at this moment, | take refuge in that Pure State of the 
Supreme Absolute which can be known by the Vidya, called the 
Rudra Hridaya Upanishad. 

After prostrating before the celebrated form of Sri 
Mahadeva-Rudra in his heart, adoring the sacred Bhasma and 
Rudraksha and mentally reciting the great Mahavakya-Mantra, 
Tarasara, Sri Suka asked his father Sri Vyasa Maharshi, thus: 

Who is the real God of gods? In whom are all these 
existences established? By worshipping whom, can | please 
the Devas in whole? 

Hearing these words, Sri Veda Vyasa replied thus: 

Rudra is the embodiment of all Devas. All devas are 
merely different manifestations of Sri Rudra Himself. On the 
right side of Rudra, there is the sun, then the four-headed 
Brahma, and then three Agnis (fires). On the left side, there ex- 
ist Sri Umadevi, and also Vishnu and Soma (moon). 

Uma Herself is the form of Vishnu. Vishnu Himself is the 
form of the moon. Therefore, those who worship Lord Vishnu, 
worship Siva Himself. And those who worship Siva, worship 
Lord Vishnu in reality. Those who envy and hate Sri Rudra, are 
actually hating Sri Vishnu. Those who decry Lord Siva, decry 
Vishnu Himself. 

Rudra is the generator of the seed. Vishnu is the embryo 
of the seed. Siva Himself is Brahma and Brahma Himself is 
Agni. Rudra is full of Brahma and Vishnu. The whole world is 
full of Agni and Soma. The masculine gender is Lord Siva. The 
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feminine gender is Sri Bhavani Devi. All the mobile and immo- 
bile creation of this universe, is filled up with Uma and Rudra. 
The Vyakta is Sri Uma, and the Avyakta is Lord Siva. The com- 
bination of Uma and Sankara is Vishnu. 

Hence everybody should prostrate to Sri Maha Vishnu 
with great devotion. He is the Atman. He is the Paramatman. 
He is the Antaratman. Brahma is the Antaratman. Siva is the 
Paramatman. Vishnu is the Eternal Atman of all this universe. 
This whole creation of Svarga, Martya and Patala Lokas is a 
big tree. Vishnu is the top portion (branches) of this tree. 
Brahma is the stem. The root is Lord Siva. 

The effect is Vishnu. The action is Brahma. The cause is 
Siva. For the benefit of the worlds. Rudra has taken these three 
forms. 

Rudra is Dharma. Vishnu is the world. Brahma is Knowl- 
edge. Therefore, do Kirtan of His name, ‘Rudra’ Rudra. By sing- 
ing like this, the hallowed name of this great Lord, all your sins 
will be destroyed. ; 

Rudra is man. Uma is woman. Prostrations to Him and 
Her, 

Rudra is Brahma. Uma is Sarasvati. Prostrations to Him 
and Her. 

Rudra is Vishnu. Uma is Lakshmi. Prostrations to Him and 
Her. 

Rudra is Sun. Uma is shadow. Prostrations to Him and 
Her. 


Rudra is moon. Umais star. Prostrations to Him and Her. 

Rudra is day. Uma is night. Prostrations to Him and Her. 

Rudra is Yajna. Uma is Vedi. Prostrations to Him and Her. 

Rudra is Agni. Uma is Svaha. Prostrations to Him and Her. 

Rudra is Veda. Uma is Sastra. Prostrations to Him and 
Her. 

Rudra is tree. Uma is creeper. Prostrations to Him and 
Her. 

Rudra is scent. Uma is flower. Prostrations to Him and 
Her. 

Rudra is meaning. Uma is word. Prostrations to Him and 
Her. 

Rudra is Linga. Uma is Pitha. Prostrations to Him and Her. 
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The devotee should worship Sn Rudra and Uma with 
these Mantras referred to above. O my son, Suka! With these 
hymns, you should meditate on the Eternal Para-Brahman, 
which is beyond the reach of the senses, which is pure Exis- 
tence, knowledge and Bliss and which cannot be understood 
either by the speech or by the mind. After knowing this, there is 
nothing more to be known, because everything is the form of 
That, and there is nothing separate from That. 

There are two Vidyas to be known. They are Para and 
Apara. Apara Vidya is the embodiment of the four Vedas and 
their six Angas. They do not deal with the Nature of the Atman. 
But the Para Vidya is called the Moksha-Sastra. It deals with 
that supreme philosophy of the Absolute’ Truth, 
ununderstandable, impersonal, Nirguna, Nirakara, without 
ears, without eyes, without hands, without feet, eternal, 
omnipresent, imperishable, and knowable by the intelligent 
daring sages. 

From that Lord Siva who performs a terrible penance in 
the form of Supreme Jnana-Marga, this whole world is created 
which is the food of the mortals. This world is Maya. It seems to 
appear just like a dream. It is superimposed on the Lord just 
like a rope on a serpent. This is the eternal Truth. There is no 
creation in reality. All is absolute. All is Truth. Knowing this, one 
is liberated at once. 

Only through Jnana, you can get rid of this Samsara. Only 
through Jnana, you can understand this existence and never 
through Karma. Understand this through the guidance of a 
Brahmanishtha-Srotriya Guru. The Guru will give the disciple 
all the necessary knowledge of Brahman, the Absolute. By 
cutting off the bondage of Ajnana or Avidya, one should take 
refuge in Lord Sadasiva. This is the real wisdom to be 
understood by an aspirant seeking after Truth. 

The Pranava is the bow. The Atman is the arrow. The 
Para-Brahman is the target. Just like the arrow, the Atman will 
become one with Brahman. 

But all these three, the bow, the arrow and the target are 
not different from that Sadasiva. There do not shine the bodies 
of the sun, moon or the stars. There does not blow the wind, 
there do not exist many Devatas. He, the One Lord only exists. 
He only, the Purity of purities, shines for ever and ever. 
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There are two birds in this body, the Jiva and the 
Paramatman. The Jiva eats the fruit of his Karmas, but the 
Paramatman is untouched by anything. The Paramatman is 
only the Sakshi. He does not do anything. He only assumes the 
form of the Jiva through His Maya, just as the Akasa inside a 
pot seems to be different from the Akasa outside and assumes 
the form of the pot. In reality all is Siva, Advaita, the One 
Absolute. There is no difference of whatever kind. 


When all is understood to be One, Omkara, the Absolute, 
there is no sorrow, there is no Maya. Then the attainment of the 
Advaita-Paramananda is very easy. Think that you are the 
basis of all this universe, you are the One, Kevala, Sat-Chit- 
Ghana. All people cannot understand this Truth. Those devoid 
of Maya can know this secret. After knowing this, the Atman 
does not move towards any place at any time. It becomes one 
with the Absolute, just like Ghatakasa with Paramakasa. Just 
as Akasa does not move anywhere, similarly this Atman does 
not have any movement. It becomes one with OM. 

One who knows this great secret Truth is the real Muni. He 
becomes the Para-Brahman Itself. He becomes Satchid- 
ananda. He attains permanent peace. 


Chapter X! 
THE SAIVA ACHARYAS 


APPAR OR TIRUNAVUKARASAR 


Appar is one of the four Tamil Samaya Acharyas. He was a 
contemporary of Sambandhar. He was a Vellala of Tiru Amur in 
the district of Cuddalore, Tamilnadu. He was born of Pugalenar 
and Mathiniar. The parents gave the name Marulneekiar 
(dispeller of darkness or ignorance) to Appar. Appar means fa- 
ther. Sambandhar gave Marulneekiar this name. The name 
Appar was first used by Sambandhar in addressing him in one 
of the several meetings between them. Appar’s soul-stirring 
and sublime odes earned the title Tirunavukkarasar or the Lord 
of speech. He was a God-inspired soul. He sang devotional 
odes or Padigams during his pilgrimage to various shrines. He 
flourished in the middle of the seventh century A.D. He was a 
mystic and poet. 

Tilakavadhiar was the elder sister of Appar. She was 
betrothed to Kalippahaiyar, a military commander under the 
Pallava king. Kalippahaiyar had to fight against some invader 
from the North. He died in the battle-field. Tilakavadhiar's 
parents also died. The news of the death of Kalippahaiyar 
reached the ears of Tilakavadhiar. She made up her mind to 
enter the funeral pyre. Marulneekiar came to know of the inten- 
tion of his sister. He ran to his sister, prostrated before her and 
said: “| am keeping my life on account of your support only, af- 
ter the death of our parents. If you want to give up your life, | will 
give up my life before you do so”. The heart of Tilakavadhiar 
melted. She changed her determination and resolved to lead 
the ascetic life and bring up her helpless younger brother. 

Appar became a convert to Jainism. He studied all the 
Jain scriptures. He went to Pataliputra itself and became one of 
the spiritual heads there, as he was an erudite scholar in the 
Jain scriptures, 

Appar's sister was very much afflicted at heart when she 
came to know that her brother became a convert to Jainism. 
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She left her native village and went to Tiru Atikai, a neighbour- 
ing town. She spent her time in meditation and prayer at the 
Siva's temple. She prayed to the Lord for his return. 

Appar fell a victim to a severe colic which could not be 
cured. He threw off the garb of a Jain, his bow! and went to his 
sister. She smeared the holy ashes on the forehead of Appar 
and took him to the temple of Siva and asked him to prostrate 
before the Lord and worship Him. Appar acted accordingly. The 
severe colic vanished at once. He praised Lord Siva. 

The spiritual head of the Jains at Pataliputra reported to 
Kadava, the Jain king, about the absconding of Appar. The 
district of Cuddalore was under the sway of the Pallava king 
Kadava. The spiritual head induced the king to persecute 
Appar. 

Appar proceeded to the Pallava capital and appeared 
before the king. Appar was persecuted in various ways, He was 
thrown into a burning lime-kiln. He was compelled to drink poi- 
soned milk. An elephant was sent to kill him. Aheavy stone was 
tied to him and he was thrown into the sea. Lord saved him. He 
floated alive and reached the shore at Tiruppatirupuliyur, 

The Pallava king recognised the greatness of Appar and 
prostrated at his feet. He gave up Jainism and embraced 
Saivism. He built a magnificent temple of Siva called 
Gunathara Vicharam at Tirunadhikai. 

Thereupon, Appar proceeded on a pilgrimage to various 
sacred places. He visited Chidambaram, Sirkali and other 
places and sang Tevaram or odes in praise of Lord Siva. 

Appar met the saint Appudi Adigal at Tingalur. Appar 
brought to life Appudi’s son, who was bitten by a cobra. 


Thereupon, Appar visited holy places such as 
Tiruvanainallur, Tiruvamathur, Tirukoilur and Tirupennakatam 
and worshipped Lord Siva. He finally reached Tirutunganai- 
madam and prayed to Lord Siva: “O Siva Sankara! O 
Ardhanarisvara! O source and end of all beings! | do not wish to 
keep the body which was in touch with the Jains. Let me have 
the stamp of Your trident and Nandi on my body”. He sang a 
Padigam. At once a Sivagana approached Appar through the 
grace of Lord Siva, and put the stamp of trident and Nandi on 
the shoulder of Appar. 
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Then Appar proceeded to Sirkali to meet Sambandhar. He 
fell at the feet of Sambandhar. Sambandhar addressed the 
Vellala saint: "O my beloved Appar”. 


Once, Sambandhar went in a palanquin to Tiruppuntiruti 
in the district of Tanjore to meet Appar. Appar went in advance 
and carried the palanquin. Sambandhar asked: “Where is 
Appar?” Appar replied: “Here am | carrying the palanquin”. 
Sambandhar at once got down from the palanquin, embraced 
Appar and shed tears of love. 


Appar went to Tiruchattimutram. He sang a Padigam and 
said: “O Lord, place Thy lotus-feet on my head before | leave 
this physical body”. He heard an Akasavani or voice in the sky: 
“Come to Tirunallure”. Appar acted accordingly and went to 
Tirunallure. Lord Siva placed His feet on the head of Appar. 
Appar prostrated on the ground. His heart was filled with 
indescribable delight. 

Then Appar went to Tiruvambhar, Tirukadavur and Milalai. 
There was great famine in Milalai. Appar and Sambandhar 
were very much grieved at heart as the devotees of Lord Siva 
were starving. Lord Siva appeared in the dream of both and 
said: “Do not be afflicted, | shall give you gold-pieces’. They 
found gold-pieces daily in the temple and fed the people 
sumptuously. 


Appar and Sambandhar visited the temple at Vedaranyam 
in the district of Tanjore. Here, an old temple of Lord Siva had 
long remained with doors shut. The Vedas themselves had 
come and worshipped Siva in the temple and they now did not 
offer their worship, because people neglected the study of 
Vedas on account of the influence of Jainism. Sambandhar 
said to Appar: “Come, and sing that these doors may be 
opened”. Appar sang and the doors opened. Sambandhar 
sang and the doors shut. 


On one occasion, Appar was very hungry during his 
pilgrimage tour. Lord Siva created a tank and garden on the 
way and gave him food also. 


Appar started on a journey to visit Mount Kailas. He had a 
tiresome journey. He had severe bruises on his feet. He heard 
a voice in the sky. It was the voice of Lord Siva. The voice said: 
“O Appar, wake up. Take a dip in this tank. You will see Me and 
Mt. Kailas in Tiruvayur’. Appar took a dip in the tank and 
appeared in a temple in Tiruvayar on the banks of Kaveri. He 
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came outside the tank and saw Siva and Sakti everywhere. He 
entered the temple and saw Mt. Kailas and the Lord Siva of Mt. 
Kailas. Appar rejoiced heartily at the marvellous sight and sang 
Padigams. 

Finally Appar stayed at Pumpukalar near Tiruvalur and 
sperit here the last years of his life. He was tested here by the 
Lord, in order to show his greatness to the people. When he 
was serving in the temple, gold and diamond appeared under 
his feet. Appar regarded them as stones and threw them away. 
On another occasion celestial damsels appeared before him 
and tempted him in a variety of ways; but Appar remained 
undisturbed in his meditation. He merged himself in the Light of 
lights, Lord Siva, when he was much advanced in age. 


Il 


Appar laid the foundation of Saiva Siddhanta school of philoso- 
phy, by means of his poems. Appar’s poems are full of imagina- 
tion, spiritual insight, religious emotion and high spiritual 
realisation. 

Appar was more learned than Sambandhar. He had a very 
powerful personality. He led an exemplary life as a Siva 
Bhakta. He put an end to the influence of Jainism. He always 
praised the five letters, the Panchakshara. He says: “The rare 
jewel of the Brahmins is the Veda with six Angas; the rare jewel 
for the Saivites is the Panchakshara”. His exemplary life, 
mellifiluous poetry, vast erudition and profound religious fervour 
attracted countless people. He had countless admirers and 
disciples. He had great influence. Appar’s works consist of 
three hundred poems which form three books out of twelve in 
the Tamil collection of Saivite poetry known as Tirumurai. 

Appar says: “Everything is the manifestation of Lord Siva. 
Siva is Narayana, Brahma, the four Vedas, the holiest, the 
oldest, the perfect. Though Siva Is all these, He is none of 
these. He is without name, without birth, death or disease. He 
is at once the transcendent and immanent. 

“Love of Lord Siva must be felt and manifested. Sing. 
Pray. Worship. Weep. Dance. Lord Siva is the music or melody 
in the song, the sweetness in the fruit, the thought in the mind, 
the lustre in the eyes. He is neither male nor female. He is 
without dimensions. 
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“Subdue the senses. Practise regular meditation. Practise 
Chariyai, Kriyai, Yoga and Jnana. Practise regular meditation. 
Develop dispassion (Vairagya). Transcend the three bodies. 
Unite the individual soul with the Supreme Soul or Lord Siva. 
You will attain eternal bliss and immortality. You can behold 
Lord Siva if you look for Him with the light of wisdom issuing 
forth from the wick of life, fed with the ghee of meditation, in the 
lamp of the mind, within the house of your body. 

“Plough with truth. Plant the seed of desire for knowledge. 
Weed out falsehood. Irrigate the mind with the water of pa- 
tience. Supervise your work by looking within or introspection 
and self-analysis. Build the fence of Yama and Niyama or right 
conduct and right rules. You will soon attain Sivanandam or 
eternal bliss of Siva. 

“Regard your body as the temple of Lord Siva, your mind 
as the worshipper, truth as purity which is necessary for 
worship, the jewel of the mind as the Linga, love as the ghee, 
milk, etc. Perform Puja to Lord Siva thus. Lord Siva cannot be 
obtained without making the mind one-pointed and meditation 
on the Panchakshara.” 

May you all follow the precepts and teachings of eee 
and attain the Siva-Pada, the immortal abode of eternal bli¢s! 


TIRUJNANA SAMBANDHAR 


Sambandhar took his birth in a Brahmin family in Sirkali in the 
district of Tanjore which is also known by the name 
Brahmapuri. He was born of Bhagavati and Sivapadahridayar. 


Bhagavati and Sivapadahridayar went to the tank to take 
their bath. The child also accompanied his parents. They left 
the child on the bank and proceeded to take bath. The child 
cried aloud: “O father!" as he did not see his parents. The 
parents did not hear the cry of the child, but Lord Siva and 
Parvati heard his cry. They both appeared before the child. 
Parvati gave milk to the child. The child drank the milk of divine 
knowledge along with the milk. From that moment he began to 
sing the praises of Lord Siva in various temples. He sang 
soul-stirring, sublime Tevarams or odes. This incident occurred 
when the child was three years old. 

The parents finished their bath and came near the child. 
Milk was flowing from his mouth and there were tears in his 
eyes. The parents asked: “My beloved child, who gave you 
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milk?” The child sang a hymn and narrated everything to his 
parents. The parents rejoiced heartily and gave to the child the 
name Tiru-Jnana Sambandhar as he attained divine wisdom 
through the grace of Lord Siva and Parvati. He was also known 
by the name Pillayar. 

Thereupon Sambandhar proceeded to Tirukkolakka. He 
sang a hymn or ode in the temple. Lord Siva presented him with 
a gold cymbal. 

There was a devotee of Lord Siva in Tiruyerukkattam- 
puliyur. He could play well on the musical instrument Yal. His 
name was Tirunilakantha Yalpanar. He went to Sirkali to pay his 
respects to Sambandhar. Sambandhar took him to the temple 
of Lord Siva and heard his music. Yalpanar prayed to 
Sambandhar and said: “Let me always live with you playing thy 
hymns on Yal. Grant me my prayer”. Sambandhar agreed. 
Thereupon, Sambandhar and his parents and Yalpanar 
proceeded to Chidambaram and worshipped Nataraja. One 
day, Sambandhar saw the three thousand Brahmins of 
Chidambaram as the three thousand Siva Ganas. 

Sambandhar wanted to worship the Lord at Aratturai. He 
walked on foot. He got tired and so he rested on the way in 
Maranpadi during the night. As he was a small boy, his tender 
feet were much affected by the long walk. The Lord of Aratturai 
appeared in the dream of the priests and told them: 
“Sambandhar is coming to Me. Take the pearl umbrella and the 
pear! palanquin which are now in the temple and hand them 
over to him”. The priests woke up and went to the temple. They 
saw the articles which they saw in their dream there. They took 
them, went to Maranpadi and gave them to Sambandhar. They 
informed Sambandhar about the command of the Lord. 
Sambandhar knew this already as the Lord informed him also 
about this, in his dream. 

Thereupon, the thread ceremony of Sambandhar was 
performed by the priests. Sambandhar did not study the Vedas 
and the Vedangas, but he repeated them and explained them 
to the priests. The priests were struck with wonder. 

Appar heard all about the glory of Sambandhar. He came 
from Chidambaram to Sirkali to pay his respects to 
Sambandhar. Sambandhar came forward to receive Appar. 


148 LORD SIVA AND HIS WORSHIP 


They both spoke words of affection and love. Appar remained 
in the house of Sambandhar for some days. 

The daughter of the king of Malaya country was suffering 
from an incurable disease. The king tried all sorts of medicines. 
Finally, he took her to the temple at Tiruppaccil Acciramam and 
left her there before the Lord Sambandhar visited the temple 
and saw the princess in an unconscious state. His heart 
melted. He sang a Padigam and worshipped Lord Siva. The 
last line in every stanza ends: “Is it right for the Lord to cause 
suffering to this girl?” At once, the princess became ail right. 
She got up and prostrated at the lotus-feet of Sambandhar. 

Then Sambandhar proceeded to Tiruppattisvaram 
temple. It was a very hot day. Lord Siva of Tiruppattisvaram 
temple sent a pearl palanquin through His Ganas to ward off 
the heat of the sun. 

Sambandhar sang a Padigam and received one thousand 
gold coins from the Lord of Avadutturai. In the Padigam, he 
asks in every stanza: “Is this the way of Your looking after my 
interests? If You do not give me anything, is that Your grace?” 
He gave the gold coins to his father. 

Sambandhar proceeded to Tirumarugal. There a traveller 
was bitten by a snake. His wife was bemoaning the death of her 
husband. Sambandhar sang a Padigam. The traveller was 
brought back to life. 

There was severe famine at Tiruvilimilalai. Sambandhar 
received one measure of gold every day from the Lord at 
Tiruvilimilalai. He purchased provisions for this money and fed 
all Siva Bhaktas. 

Kulaccirai, minister of the Pandyan king invited 
Sambandhar to his place. He was a devotee of Lord Siva. 
Mangayarkkarasi, the queen was also a devotee of Lord Siva. 
Sambandhar visited Madurai and worshipped the Lord there. 

The Jains set fire to the camp of Sambandhar. 
Sambandhar sang a Padigam. The fire was extinguished, but 
the Pandyan king got severe fever. The doctors and the Jains 
were not able to cure him. The king requested Sambandhar to 
cure him. Sambandhar sang a Padigam in praise of the holy 
ashes and applied them to the king's body. At once, the king 
became all right. 
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Thereupon it was decided that both Sambandhar and the 
Jains were to put their writings into the fire and that if 
Sambandhar's religion was the better one, the palm leaves 
which he put into the fire should not be burnt, Sambandhar 
came out successful in the test. 

Afterwards, there was another test. The Jains said that the 
palm leaf which contained the writings of a true religion should 
go against the current of the Vaigai river. The minister said: 
“What is the punishment for those who are defeated in the 
test?” The Jains replied: “Those who are defeated will be 
hanged”. The Jains put a palm leaf in the river. It went along the 
current of the river. Sambandhar wrote one of his poems and 
threw it into the Vaigai. It went against the current and reached 
the place known as Tiruvedangam. Sambandhar sang a 
Padigam to stop the palm leaf. It stopped. The minister ran, 
took the leaf and showed it to the king. 

Then some of the Jains were hanged. The rest embraced 
Saivism. Sambandhar went with the king and queen to the 
temple at Madurai and praised the Lord there. 

Sambandhar wanted to go to Tirukkollampudur to have 
Darsana of the Lord there, but there was flood in the river. The 
boatmen gave up the idea of crossing it. They tied the boat 
somewhere and left the bank. Sambandhar took the boat, sang 
a Padigam and went over to the other side along with his party. 

The devotees of Sambandhar were blowing the trumpet of 
victory when they were travelling. The Buddhists became very 
jealous of this. They informed their spiritual head, Buddha- 
nandi. Buddhanandi called Sambandhar for discussion. 

Sambandhararanalayar, a disciple of Sambandhar who 
was recording all the songs of his master, sang a Padigam 
sung by Sambandhar and said: “A thunder will fall on the head 
of this Buddhanandi”. At once, a thunder fell on the head of 
Buddhanandi. He died immediately. Some Buddhists ran away. 
Some others embraced Saivism and applied the holy ashes on 
their forehead. 

Thereupon Sambandhar visited Tiruvottur. One man 
came to Sambandhar and said: “O Swami, all the palmyra 
seeds have become male palmyras. People are mocking at 
me. Kindly bless me”. Sambandhar sang a Padigam. The male 
palmyras were converted into female palmyras. 
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In Mylapore, there lived a devotee of Siva named 
Sivanesa Chettiar. A daughter was born to him after doing 
penance. He gave her the name Poompavai. Sivanesar heard 
about the glory of Sambandhar and surrendered all his wealth 
and daughter to the saint. One day, Poompavai was bitten bya 
cobra, while she was gathering flowers in the garden. She died 
immediately. Sivanesar kept her bones in a pot and kept the pot 
in the Kannikaimatam. He decorated the pot with silk cloth. 
Sivanesar invited Sambandhar to the place. Sambandhar 
came to Mylapore and had Darsana of Kapalisvarar. The devo- 
tees informed Sambandhar about the death of Sivanesar's 
daughter. Sambandhar asked Sivanesar to bring the pot which 
contained the bones of his daughter. Sivanesar brought the pot 
at once. Sambandhar sang a Padigam. Poompavai came out 
of the pot just as Lakshmi emerged from the lotus. Sivanesar's 
heart was filled with intense delight. There was a rain of flowers 
from the celestial regions. Then Sambandhar went to Sirkali. 

The Brahmins approached Sambandhar and said: “O 
Swami, you will have to marry a girl now in order to perform the 
sacrifices mentioned in the Vedas”. Sambandhar agreed. The 
Brahmins and the father of Sambandhar selected the daughter 
of Nambiandar Nambi as the bride. The marriage ceremony 
was arranged at Nallur Perumanam. Sambandhar went along 
with his chosen bride into the temple. When he-approached the 
Lord, he, his bride and his followers got merged in the Jyotis or 
the effulgence of the Lord. 

Sambandhar says in one of his Padigams: “O foolish man, 
do not allow days to pass. Serve Lord Siva who has a blue 
neck. Hear His praise, Meditate on His form. Repeat always the 
Panchakshara. Live in the company of devotees of Siva. Serve 
them. His name will remove all evils and dangers likely to fall on 
you and your children. Worship Lord Siva. He will confer on you 
eternal bliss and immortality”. 


SUNDARAMURTI 


There was a Brahmin by name Sadayanar in Navalur in 
Tamilnadu. He was very pious and devoted to Lord Siva. He 
had a pious son named Nambiyarurar or Alala Sundarar. He 
attained manhood. He was known by the name Sundaramurti 
Nayanar also. 
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Sundaramurti Nayanar was a great devotee of Lord Siva. 
He is one of the four Saiva Acharyas. Lord Siva of 
Tiruvennainallur appeared before Sundaramurti in the form of 
an aged Brahmin on the eve of his marriage. The Lord said that 
Sundarar was His bond slave and so ought to work for Him in 
His house. The name of the Lord is Taduttatkonda Isvar or the 
Lord who obstructed and saved Sundarar from Samsara. 

Sundaramurti visited several temples. He went to Adigai 
Virattanam. Lord Siva appeared before him and placed His 
sacred feet on his head. Sundarar then went to Tiruvarur. Lord 
Siva made Sundarar His friend. 

Kamalini was the maid servant of Umadevi at Kailas. She 
entertained a desire to marry Alala Sundarar. So she was 
forced to take birth in the world at Tiruvarur. She was named as 
Paravai. She came of age. Lord Siva of Tiruvarur appeared in 
the dream of the devotees and told them: “Arrange for the 
marriage of Paravai and Sundaramurti”. Lord Siva informed 
Paravai and Sundarar also. Sundarar married Paravai and 
both lived happily. 

There was a famine in Tiruvarur. Lord Siva appeared 
before Sundaramurti and gave him heaps of grain. It was 
impossible to remove this large quantity of grain. Sundaramurti 
asked Lord Siva to help him. The grain was removed to the 
house of Paravai by the Ganas, the agents of Lord Siva. 

When Sundarar was at Tiruppugalur he asked for gold for 
his wife. He kept his head on bricks and slept. He woke up and 
found the bricks converted into gold. He got again gold on his 
way to Vriddhachalam. He threw the gold in the river 
Manimukta according to the Lord's command. He took it again 
in the tank at Tiruvarur. Lord Siva showed him the way to 
Tirukkudalaiyarrur. 

Lord Siva gave Sundarar food when he was going to 
Tirukkarukavur. On another occasion Lord Siva begged food 
for Sundarar. 

Sundaramurti went to Tiruvottiyur. He married Sangili, a 
great devotee of Lord Siva through the grace of Lord Siva. 
Aninditai, maid servant of Umadevi who lived in Kailas, took her 
birth as Sangili. 

Sundaramurti requested Lord Siva to stay under the 
Magila tree when he was to swear to Sangili that he would not 
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leave her. Sundarar wanted Sangili to go inside the temple, but 
Lord Siva already informed Sangili that He was under the tree 
and not inside the temple. Thereupon, Sangili asked 
Sundaramurti to come to the tree and not inside the temple, to 
take the oath. Sundaramurti had to give consent to Sangili's 
request. Later on, he broke the oath by going to Tiruvarur to 
see the Utsava leaving Sangili, and became blind. 


Sundaramurti said to the Lord: “If itis just that You should 
make me blind, kindly give me a stick”. Lord Siva gave a stick at 
Tiruvenpakkam. Sundarar’s left eye became all right when he 
came to Kanjivaram. When he praised Lord Siva at Tiruvarur 
his right eye also became all right. 


When Sundaramurti was passing through a street in 
Tiruppukoliyur he saw that some people were crying in a house 
and some people were rejoicing at the opposite house. He 
asked the people: “What was the matter in both the houses?” 
They said: “Two boys aged five took bath in a tank. One boy 
was devoured by a crocodile and the other boy escaped. The 
parents of the boy who was killed by the crocodile are bitterly 
weeping. The parents of the boy who escaped, are celebrating 
his thread-ceremony and so they are rejoicing.” 


Sundarar was greatly moved. He sang a Padigam in 
praise of Lord Siva-Avinasi. The crocodile brought the child to 
the shore through the order of Lord Yama. The parents of the 
boy greatly rejoiced and prostrated before Sundarar. 


During the pilgrimage tour, Sundarar came to the bank of 
Kaveri. There was flood in the river. He wanted to have 
Darsana of Lord Siva at Tiruvayur. He sang a Padigam. The 
river gave way to Sundarar. He reached Tiruvayur and 
worshipped the Lord. 


There was a great devotee of Lord Siva in Tiruperu- 
mangalam named Kalikamar. He was a Pillai by birth. He heard 
the news that Sundarar sent Lord Siva as a messenger to 
Paravai, and said: “A devotee has ordered the Lord to do some 
work. He has made the Lord his servant. That too for the sake 
of a woman. Is this man who has behaved like this, a devotee? | 
am a great sinner. My life has not yet departed from me as | 
have heard such news. | have not destroyed my ears, with an 
iron rod, which heard such news of a so-called devotee.” 

Sundarar came to know of the condition of Kalikamar 
Nayanar. He knew already that what he did was a grave error. 
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He prayed to the Lord to pardon him. Lord Siva wanted to unite 
these two devotees. He caused the disease gastritis in 
Kalikamar, appeared in his dream and said: “This disease can 
be cured only by Sundarar”. Kalikamar reflected: “It is better to 
bear the pains of this disease, than to be cured by Sundarar’. 
The Lord commanded Sundarar: “Go and cure the disease of 
Kalikamar”. 

Sundarar sent a message to Kalikamar about his coming 
to him. Kalikamar thought: “Let me give up my life before 
Sundarar comes to cure me.” He cut open his bowels and gave 
up his life. The wife of Kalikamar received Sundarar with great 
honour. 

Sundarar said to the wife of Kalikamar: “I wish to cure the 
disease of your husband and live with him for some time”. She 
kept quiet and asked those who were around her to tell 
Sundarar that her husband was not suffering from any disease 
and he was sleeping. Sundarar informed the people that he 
had a strong desire to see Kalikamar. Then they showed 
Kalikamar. Sundarar saw the dead body of Kalikamar. He also 
drew the sword and wanted to kill himself. Kalikamar came 
back to life through the grace of Lord Siva. He at once caught 
hold of the hands of Sundarar. Sundarar fell at the feet of 
Kalikamar. Kalikamar also prostrated at the lotus-feet of 
Sundarar. They both embraced each other. They both went to 
the temple of Lord Siva and worshipped Him. Thereupon, they 
proceeded to Tiruvarur. 


Paravai was very much annoyed towards Sundarar for 
having left her and married Sangili. Sundarar requested Lord 
Siva to pacify Paravai. Lord Siva went twice to the house of 
Paravai, pacified her and united them both. The Lord acted the 
part of a messenger for His devotee. The Lord becomes a 
perfect slave of His sincere devotees. 


Sundaramurti became quite disgusted with this worldly 
existence, He requested Lord Siva to take him back to Kailas. 
Then Lord Siva sent him a white elephant. 


Sundaramurti sang the glories of Siva in different sacred 
places. These hymns are called Tevaram. They are collected in 
a book-form. All devotees sing Tevaram even today. The 
hymns sung by Sundaramurti, Appar or Tirunavukarasar and 
Tirujnana Sambandhar are called Tevaram. The hymns sung 
by Manickavasagar are called Tiruvasagam. 
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Sundaramurti had the Sakhya Bhava with Lord Siva. 
Therefore, he was quite friendly with the Lord, took any kind of 
liberty with Him and asked for gold, pearl garland, musk, a gar- 
land of precious stones, spectacles, clothes, fragrance, jewels, 
horses which can go with the swiftness of the wind, golden 
flowers, palanquins, one-third of the riches of Tiruvarur. He did 
not ask for these things on account of desire for enjoyment. He 
had no selfish desires. He did not keep them. He utilised them 
for those who depended on him. 


Sundaramurti showed to the world the path of Sakhya 
Marga or Sakhya Bhava in Bhakti. 


MANICKAVASAGAR 


Manickavasagar was a Brahmin by birth. He took his birth in 
Tiruvadavur seven miles from Madurai on the banks of Vaigai 
river. He must have lived between 650 and 692 A.D. Some say 
that he flourished in the tenth or eleventh century. He secured 
the friendship of the king of Madurai, Arimardana Pandyan, 
and became his chief minister. He was also known by the name 
Vadavurar. 

The Pandya king sent Manickavasagar with a lot of money 
to purchase horses for the State. Manickavasagar started on 
his journey. On his way, he heard the Kirtan of Siva in a garden 
in Tiruperundurai. Lord Siva assumed the form of a Siva Yogi 
and seated Himself, underneath a tree with His Siva Ganas as 
disciples. He came here to initiate Manickavasagar in Siva 
Jnana. 


Manickavasagar fell at the feet of the Lord and surren- 
dered himself. Lord Siva initiated Manickavasagar into the 
mysteries of Siva Jnana. Manickavasagar spent away all the 
money he had brought, in the construction of temples and feed- 
ing Siva Bhaktas. He renounced everything, wore a Kowpin 
and became a Sannyasin. The matter was reported to the king. 


The Raja sent a letter to Manickavasagar and ordered him 
to see him at once. Manickavasagar did not pay any attention. 
Lord Siva said to Manickavasagar: “I will bring the horses on 
Avani Mulam. You go in advance. Give this diamond to the 
Raja”. Manickavasagar proceeded to Madurai, gave the dia- 
mond to the Raja and said: “The horses will come here on 
Avani Mulam". The Raja became impatient. He did not get any 
information about the horses two days before Avani Mulam. He 
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thought that Manickavasagar had cheated him. Therefore, he 
put Manickavasagar in jail and tormented him severely. 

The horses came in the morning of Avani Mulam. Lord 
Siva assumed the form of a groom. How merciful is the Lord to- 
wards His devotees! The Raja was highly pleased. He released 
Manickavasagar from jail and made an apology to him. 
Through the Lila of the Lord, jackals came in the form of 
horses. All the horses were turned into jackals. The Raja 
became terribly angry. He again tortured Manickavasagar. He 
made him stand in the hot sand-bed of Vaigai river at 12 noon. 
At once the Lord caused flood in the river to cool His devotee. 
The whole town was inundated. 


The ministers told the Raja that this calamity had hap- 
pened on account of his ill-treatment of the great Mahatma. 
The Raja at once released Manickavasagar. He prostrated be- 
fore him and requested him to stop the flood. As soon as 
Manickavasagar marched on the bank, the flood subsided. The 
Raja ordered all the subjects to put one basketful of mud on the 
bank of the river. All the breaches were made all right except 
that portion of the breach given to an old woman Vandi. She 
was in distress. Lord Siva Himself out of compassion appeared 
as a coolie before that old woman and offered His services to 
her in return for a handful of rice-flour. He was simply playing. 
He kept the mud in His hands. The Raja came to know that the 
coolie of Vandi did not do any work. He became very angry and 
beat the coolie with a stick. The blow was felt by the Raja and 
everyone in the town. The coolie vanished. The Raja came to 
know that this was the Lila of the Lord Siva. He recognised the 
glory of Manickavasagar also. 

Thereupon Manickavasagar met Lord Siva. The Lord 
ordered him to visit all places of pilgrimage and then go to 
Chidambaram. Manickavasagar visited Tiruvannamalai, 
Kanjivaram and other places, sang his Tiruvasagam and lastly 
went to Chidambaram. Tirukoovai was written by him here. 

Then Manickavasagar entered into discussion with a Bud- 
dhist teacher and defeated him. Goddess Sarasvati made the 
Buddhist teacher and his disciples dumb. Then the Buddhistic 
king approached Manickavasagar and said: “You made my 
teacher and all his disciples dumb. If you can make my dumb 
daughter speak, | and my subjects will embrace Saivism’. 
Manickavasagar then put some questions to the dumb daugh- 
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ter of the king. She began to speak. Then the Buddhistic king 
and all his subjects became Saivites. Manickavasagar then 
made the Buddhistic teacher and his disciples speak. 

Then Lord Siva approa¢hed Manickavasagar in the form 
of a Brahmin. Manickavasagar repeated the whole 
Tiruvasagam to the Brahmin. The Brahmin wrote down every- 
thing on the palmyra leaves and wrote in the end: 
“Manickavasagar repeated this, Tiruchittambala Udayar wrote 
this". The Brahmin kept this in the step of Panchakshara of the 
Chitsabhai. Then the Brahmins of Chidambaram showed this 
to Manickavasagar and requested him to tell the meaning of 
the verses. Manickavasagar said: “This Tillai Nataraja is the 
purport of these stanzas”. He at once merged himself in the 
feet of Nataraja at the age of thirty-two. 

The poems of Manickavasagar are fifty-two in number. 
They are all collected together under the title of Tiruvasagam. 
They are most beautiful, sublime and inspiring. They contain 
ornamental poetry. South Indians sing Tiruvasagam daily. The 
hearts of those who hear these hymns melt at once. 

Dear readers! You can understand from the life of 
Manickavasagar, that Lord Siva becomes the slave of His 
devotees. 


TIRUMULAR 


Tirumula Nayanar was the author of Tirumandiram, one of the 
most authoritative works embodying the Siva doctrine. 

He was a great Siva Yogi who had obtained the grace of 
Nandi, the door-keeper of Lord Siva. He came to South India 
from Kailas. He had a desire to see Agastya Rishi on Pothigai 
hills, Tirunelveli, Tamil Nadu. He went to Kedarnath, Nepal, 
Avimuktam, the Vindhyas, Kasi, Kalahasti, Tiruvalangadu, 
Kanjivaram, Tiruvadigai, Chidambaram and Perumbar- 
rappuliyur. Then he came to Avaduturai and worshipped the 
Lord there. 

He left this place and was moving on the banks of Kaveri. 
Here, some cows were crying on account of the death of 
cowherd Mula who lived in Sattanur. The Siva Yogi became 
very compassionate when he saw the condition of the cows. He 
entered into the body of the cowherd and drove the cows 
homeward. When he reached the cowherd's house, the wife of 
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Mula approached him, but he would not permit her to touch 
him. He did not even talk to her. She was much afflicted at heart 
and spent a sleepless night. Then those who saw him said that 
he was a great Yogi. The Siva Yogi who entered the body of 
Mula sat in meditation and entered into Samadhi. He came 
down from his Samadhi and proceeded to enter into his old 
body. He did not find the body in the place. Through his Yogic 
vision, he found out that Lord Siva wanted that he should write 
a book on Saiva philosophy which would be useful to the peo- 
ple of South India and He hid his body for this purpose. 

Then he went to Avaduturai, meditated upon the Lord and 
wrote out the doctrine of Saiva philosophy in three thousand 
stanzas at the rate of one stanza in one year. He rendered into 
Tamil the Saiva doctrine of the Sanskrit Saiva Agamas. His 
work became the foundation upon which the later structure of 
Saiva Siddhanta philosophy was built. After finishing this great 
work, he went back to Kailas or the world of Lord Siva. 

Tirumular gives a description of the fruits that can be 
obtained by the practice of the eight limbs of Raja Yoga, The 
Yogi obtains the blessing of Uma and attains Amarapati by the 
practice of Yama (self-restraint). He attains Sivapadam by the 
practice of Niyama (religious canons). He hears Nadam by the 
practice of Asana (pose). He attains a stage by the practice of 
Pranayama (restraint of breath) in which all the gods eulogise 
him. He attains the form of Siva by the practice of Pratyahara 
(abstraction of senses) and the gods become confused as they 
cannot differentiate him from Siva. He can go anywhere includ- 
ing the worlds of Brahma and Vishnu by the practice of 
Dharana (concentration). He can walk into any place just as 
one can walk on earth. He attains the abode of Brahma, 
Vishnu, Rudra and Indra by the practice of Dhyana (medita- 
tion). He frees himself from all the Upadhis or fetters and unites 
with Lord Siva (Tat Padam) by the practice of Samadhi 
(superconscious state). 


BASAVANNA 


Basavanna was the great Vira Saiva socio-religious teacher. 
He was also known by the names Basavaraja, Basavesvara. 
He was a deep thinker. He brought about vital changes in social 
adjustment and thought. 
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He was the Saivite reformer of the Karnataka state. He 
gave the present form to the cult known as Sivachara. 

He flourished in the twelfth century. He was born in a 
Brahmin family. He left the practices of his own community as 
they were too ritualistic and formal. He joined the Vira Saiva 
cult which was very prevalent at that time. 

He was the Chief Minister in the court of king Bijjala in 
Kalyan. He was a very popular minister. He was very kind, 
noble, modest, very lovable and courageous. He had intense 
reliance on God. People deified him and worshipped him. He 
would freely mix with common people. He redressed their 
grievances. He was in close intimacy with them. He worked 
very hard for the dissemination of his faith. He created many 
enemies on account of this active propaganda. There was civil 
disturbance in the country. Bijjala met his end in this distur- 
bance, Basavanna’'s life too ended in this period of agitation, 
although it is difficult to find out how he exactly met his end. 

He was a reformer. He became the leader of the Vira 
Saiva movement. He established a cult that is accepted today 
by many people. It developed a school of poor priests. It abol- 
ished the old priestly class. It adopted the vernacular as the 
medium for inculcating the supreme truth into the people. It 
gave to women an important place in religious and social life. It 
prescribed one ideal of realisation for every individual, high or 
low. 

Basavanna made great sacrifice for Truth. People 
accepted him as a teacher. His sayings have come straight 
from his heart. They go straight to the heart. They are simple, 
direct and powerful. His rules of conduct are lofty and admira- 
ble. He was a sincere seeker after Truth and could make great 
sacrifices for attaining the Truth. He was all love and kindness. 
Love for all life or universal jove was the central teaching of 
Basavanna. 


Chapter Xil 
SIVA BHAKTAS 


SAINTS AND SAGES 


Who is a saint? He who lives in God or the Eternal, who is 
free from egoism, likes and dislikes, selfishness, vanity, 
mine-ness, lust, greed and anger, who is endowed with equal 
vision, balanced mind, mercy, tolerance, righteousness, 
cosmic love and who has divine knowledge is a saint. 

Saints and sages are blessings to the world at large. They 
are the custodians of superior divine wisdom, spiritual powers 
and inexhaustible spiritual wealth. Even kings bow their heads 
at their lotus-feet. King Janaka said to Yajnavalkya: “O 
venerable sage, | am grateful to your exalted Holiness for 
obtaining the ancient wisdom of the Upanishads through your 
lofty and sublime instructions. | offer my whole kingdom at thy 
feet. Further | am thy servant. | will wait on thee like a servant’. 

Such is the magnanimous nature of saints and sages. 
Their very existence inspires others and goads them to be- 
come like them and attain the same state of bliss as achieved 
by them. Had it not been for their existence, there would not 
have been spiritual uplift and salvation for you all. Their glory is 
indescribable. Their wisdom is unfathomable. They are deep 
like the ocean, steady like the Himalayas, pure like the Himala- 
yan snow, effulgent like the sun. One crosses this terrible 
ocean of Samsara or births and deaths, through their grace 
and Satsanga or association with them. To be in their company 
is highest education. To love them is highest happiness. To be 
near them is real education. 

They wander from village to village and disseminate 
divine knowledge. They move from door to door and impart 
wisdom. They take a little for their bare maintenance and give 
the highest education, culture and enlightenment to the people. 
Their very life is exemplary. Whether they deliver Jectures or 
not, whether they hold discourses or not, it matters little. 
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Saints and sages only can become real advisers of kings 
because they are selfless and possess highest wisdom. They 
only can improve the morality of the masses. They only can 
show the way to attain eternal bliss and immortality. Sivaji had 
Swami Ramadas as his adviser. King Dasaratha had Maharshi 
Vasishtha as his adviser. 

Study the ‘Lives of Saints’, you are inspired at once. Re- 
member their sayings, you are elevated immediately. Walk in 
their footsteps, you are freed from pain and sorrow. Therefore, 
the book ‘Lives of Saints’ must be your constant companion. It 
must be in your pocket. It must be underneath your pillow. 

Do not superimpose defects on them on account of your 
Dosha-drishti or evil-eye. You cannot judge their merits. Be 
humble and sit at their feet. Serve them with your heart and 
soul, and clear your doubts. Get instructions and practise them 
in right earnest. You will certainly be blessed. 

Every school, every college, every boarding house, every 
jail, every institution, every house, should have a saint for their 
guidance. Saints are in abundance. You do not want them. You 
do not wish to approach them. You do not wish to serve them. 
You do not aspire for higher things. You are perfectly satisfied 
with some broken shells and glass-pieces. There is no thirst or 
spiritual hunger in you for achieving higher, divine knowledge 
and inner Peace. 

There is no caste among saints and sages, Do not look to 
their caste. You will not be benefited. You cannot imbibe their 
virtues. In higher religion, there is neither caste nor creed. 
Cobblers, weavers and untouchables had become the best 
saints. Wisdom and Self-realisation are not the monopoly of 
Brahmins alone. South Indian Brahmins pay respects and give 
food only to the Brahmin Dandi Sannyasins. This is a serious 
mistake and grave blunder. What a sad state! That is the rea- 
son why saints do not visit South India. Punjab, Sindh and 
Gujarat have devotion to all saints. Hence, they move in these 
parts and people derive much spiritual benefit from them. 

May this world be filled with good saints and sages! May 
you all attain the supreme goal through their Satsanga and 
advice! May the blessings of saints and sages be upon you all! 
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MARKANDEYA 


Markandeya was a great devotee of Lord Siva. His father 
Mrikandu performed rigorous austerities to get a son. Lord Siva 
appeared before him and said: “O Rishi, do you want a good 
son who will die in his sixteenth year or a bad and foolish son 
who will live for a long time?” Mrikandu replied: “O my venera- 
ble Lord, let me have a good son’. 

The boy came to know about his fate and began to 
worship Lord Siva whole-heartedly with intense faith and de- 
votion. The boy entered into deep meditation and Samadhi n 
the day decreed as the day of his death. The messengers of 
Lord Yama were not able to approach him. Hence, Yama him- 
self went to take away his life. The boy prayed to Lord Siva for 
protection and embraced the Linga. Then Yama threw his 
noose round the Linga and the boy. Lord Siva came out of the 
Linga immediately and killed Yama to protect the boy. Lord Siva 
was called Mrityunjaya and Kala-kala from that day. 

Then the Devas approached Lord Siva and said: “O ador- 
able Lord, salutations unto Thee. Pardon Yama for his mistake. 
O ocean of mercy, bring him back to life". Then Lord Siva 
brought Yama back to life at the request of the gods. He also 
conferred a boon to the boy Markandeya that he should live for 
ever as a boy of sixteen years of age. He is a Chiranjivi. In 
South India, even now men and women bless a boy when he 
does prostration to them: “Live as a Chiranjivi like 
Markandeya”. 

Through Tapas and meditation you can achieve anything 
in the three worlds. 


THE STORY OF RISHABHA YOGI 


This story is related in seven chapters in the Brahmottara 
Kanda of Skanda Purana. 

Mandara, a Brahmin of Avanti was a man of great erudi- 
tion. But he lived with a prostitute named Pingala. Rishabha, a 
great Siva Yogi, was the guest of Mandara one day. Both 
Mandara and Pingala served the Yogi with intense faith and 
devotion and obtained his grace. 

After some time both of them died. Mandara was born as 
the son of Vajrabahu, the king of Dasarna. When he was in the 
womb of his mother Sumati, the other wives of the king gave 
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poison to Sumati on account of jealousy. Both the child and 
Sumati became very sick. They could not be cured of their ill- 
ness. They were abandoned in the forest by the order of the 
king. 

They were taken by a rich merchant through the grace of 
the Lord and were protected by him nicely. The child grew 
worse day by day and died. The mother was wailing bitterly 
over the death of her son. Now Rishabha appeared on the 
scene, consoled the mother and imparted her philosophical in- 
structions. But she could not be consoled. Then the Yogi 
touched the dead child with the Bhasma of Siva. The child 
came back to life. He made the mother and son quite healthy 
and beautiful through his Yogic powers. He gave the name 
Bhadrayu to the boy and taught him the Siva Kavacha. He gave 
him a sword, a conch and the strength of ten thousand ele- 
phants. He gave him also the Bhasma of Siva. Then the Yogi 
left the place. 

Bhadrayu and Sunaya, the son of the merchant, lived 
together happily. Bhadrayu heard that his father had been de- 
posed and imprisoned by Hemaratha, the king of Magadha. He 
went with Sunaya, defeated the enemies and freed his father, 
all the ministers and the queens who had been imprisoned by 
the king of Magadha. He left the king of Magadha and his 
retinue as prisoners in the possession of his father and 
returned home. He did not reveal his identity to his father. The 
father admired the valour of the boy and expressed his keen 
sense of indebtedness to the boy. Thus Rishabha, the great 
Siva Yogi showed his grace to Bhadrayu who as Mandara, had 
once served him with faith and devotion despite his loose 
living. 

Chitravarma, the king of Aryavarta had a daughter by 
name Simantini. Chandrangada, the son of Indrasena, the son 
of Nala and Damayanti of Nishadha, married Simantini. 
Chandrangada was drowned in Yamuna soon after marriage, 
while he was sporting in a boat. Tne Naga girls took 
Chandrangada to Takshaka, their chief in Nagaloka. 

Simantini learnt from an astrologer of the court that she 
would become a widow in her fourteenth year, Therefore, she 
got initiation into the worship of Lord Siva on Mondays and at 
Pradosha, from Maitreyi, wife of the sage Yajnavalkya, She 
continued the worship even after she became a widow. 


SIVA BHAKTAS 163 


Takshaka sent Chandrangada back to the banks of 
Yamuna as he wished that he should live with his wife. One 
evening on Monday, when Simantini went to the river for taking 
a bath, she met her husband. 

Chandrangada defeated the enemy king who had 
deposed his father in his absence and replaced his father on 
the throne. Simantini and Chandrangada were reunited by the 
grace of Lord Siva. 


Simantini used to adore and give presents to Brahmins 
and their wives every Monday in honour of Lord Siva and 
Parvati. Two Brahmin boys approached the king of Vidarbha for 
getting money for their marriage. The king asked the boys to be 
dressed as man and wife and go to Simantini. He did this in 
order to test the devotion of Simantini. The boys acted accord- 
ingly. Simantini laughed and adored them as Lord Siva and 
Parvati. One of the boys become a woman. The father of the 
boy who had become a woman by the power of Simantini 
requested the king to help him out of the trouble. The king 
prayed to Parvati. Parvati refused to interfere with the act of 
Her devotee, but promised a son to the father of the boy. The 
two boys had to marry and live as husband and wife. 

Simantini had a daughter by name Kirtimalini. This 
Kirtimalini was really the prostitute Pingala who had obtained 
the grace of Rishabha, the Siva Yogi, by serving him with great 
devotion. Rishabha went to Chandrangada and asked him to 
marry Kirtimalini to Bhadrayu. The Siva Yogi related the whole 
story of Bhadrayu to Chandrangada. Chandrangada gave his 
daughter Kirtimalini to Bhadrayu in marriage. He invited the fa- 
ther of Bhadrayu to the marriage. When Vajrabahu saw the 
son-in-law of Chandrangada, he found him to be the very boy 
who had defeated the king of Magadha and given him his king- 
dom. The story of the mother and son, Sumati and Bhadrayu, 
was related to Vajrabahu. Vajrabahu took his queen and son 
with the daughter-in-law to his kingdom. 

The great Siva Yogi Rishabha, reunited his devoted wor- 
shippers Mandara and Pingala. Though they led a loose life 
they were saved and made happy through the grace of the Siva 
Yogi, Rishabha. One day Bhadrayu went to the forest. He 
heard the cry of a Brahmin's wife, who was being carried away 
by a tiger. The king tried his level best to save the woman but 
could not kill the tiger. The Brahmin abused the king and said: 
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“O timid king, you have no valour to kill the tiger. What sort of 
king you are!” Bhadrayu promised to give anything including 
his wife to the Brahmin. The Brahmin demanded the queen. 
Bhadrayu gave his queen to the Brahmin and prepared himself 
to enter the fire and lose his life which was not worth living 
thereafter. 

Then, Lord Siva and Parvati appeared before the king 
who was a great Siva-Bhakta and said: “We have done this to 
test your strength and Dharma". Thereupon, Lord Siva gave 
Siva Sayujya to Bhadrayu, Kirtimalini, their parents, the Vaisya 
and his son, according to the request of Bhadrayu and his wife. 
The Brahmin's wife was once again brought to life and they 
both received the blessing of Lord Siva. 

The story clearly reveals the glory of Siva Bhakti, the 
greatness of Siva Bhaktas, the importance of Siva Puja on all 
days, particularly on Mondays and in Pradosha, the hour just at 
sunset. 


PUSHPADANTA 


Pushpadanta was a great devotee of Lord Siva. He was the 
chief of the Gandharvas. His teeth were like the petals of the 
jasmine flower. Hence he was called by the name 
Pushpadanta, ‘flowery toothed’. 

Pushpadanta had the power of moving in the air. He used 
to collect flowers from the garden of king Vahu at Banares, in 
order to worship Lord Siva. As he had the power of moving in 
the air, the gardeners were not able to detect him. The garden- 
ers suspected that some mysterious being with some super- 
natural powers, was Stealthily plucking the flowers of the 
garden. They made a device to catch him. 

They scattered some flowers which had been offered to 
Lord Siva in different places in the garden. They thought that 
the mysterious being would tread on the flowers. 

As usual Pushpadanta visited the garden to pluck flowers. 
He walked on the flowers which were scattered on the ground, 
He unconsciously insulted Lord Siva and lost his power of mov- 
ing in the air. He was caught by the gardeners and brought be- 
fore the king. 

Pushpadanta recited a hymn to Lord Siva to propitiate Him 
and free himself from the fear of the king whom he had of- 
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fended by the theft of the flowers. He again obtained the power 
to move in the air through the grace of Lord Siva. 

This celebrated hymn is Known by the name 
‘Mahimnastava’. It is full of sublime, soul-elevating thoughts. It 
is sung daily in the Siva temples of Northern India, during eve- 
ning prayers and Arati. This hymn touches the heart of all. It is 
sonorous, rhythmical and musical and full of profound devo- 
tion. You should get this by heart and repeat it daily. You will at- 
tain supreme, immortal, blissful abode of Lord Siva. 


KANNAPPA NAYANAR 


Tinnanar, Known as Kannappar, was born of Nagan, the king of 
the Vyadhas (hunters), in Uduppur, in South India. King Nagan 
was a great Bhakta of Lord Subrahmanya. From his boyhood, 
Tinnanar was well trained in the skill of a hunter and archery 
and in his prime age, he had to assume the reins of government 
which his old father bestowed on him. One day, Tinnanar went 
out for a hunt with some of his followers. While wandering in the 
forest they came across a hog, escaping from a net. They at 
once chased the hog for a long time, up and down the hills. Af- 
ter a long time, Tinnanar killed the hog and as they were much 
tired due to the long chasing, they at once arranged to cook the 
flesh of the animal and it was removed to another place in the 
Kalahasti Hill which was nearby. While walking towards the hill 
one of the followers of Tinnanar suggested to him to pay a visit 
to Kudumi Thevar, the presiding deity of the hills, and they pro- 
ceeded to have Darsana of the Lord on the hill. 

While climbing up the hill Tinnanar felt as if some great 
burden which was on him uptill now, was gradually diminishing 
and he decided now to go to the temple nearby, have Darsana 
of the Lord there and then to take their meals. As soon as he 
came near the temple, to his great joy he saw a Siva Linga. At 
the very sight of Isvara, he was transformed to an embodiment 
of love and devotion and extreme joy. Like a mother who met 
her child that was missing for long, Tinnanar was merged in 
deep feeling of divine ecstasy and Prem. Ha! What a boundless 
and inexpressible and illimitable joy and exhilaration he had at 
the very sight of Lord Siva! He began to cry, weep and shed 
tears of joy and love towards the Lord. He forgot everything 
about his meals and his followers and even his own body. 
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He felt very much for the loneliness of the Lord on the hills 
without being protected against the animals and others that 
might do harm to Him, and he decided to keep watch over the 
temple throughout the night against any danger from animals 
or evil-doers. On seeing that the Lord was hungry, he at once 
ran out to prepare meals for the Lord out of the meat he had got 
by killing the hog. He carefully took the flesh, tasted it and thus 
selected the pieces which were palatable and roasted them. 
The remaining portion he threw away as bad. Then he pro- 
ceeded towards the river to fetch water for the Abhisheka and 
he got the water in his mouth. On the way, he plucked some 
flowers and kept them in the locks of his hair. With these prepa- 
rations he entered the temple, removed the old flowers that 
were lying on the Lord by shoe, did Abhisheka with the water in 
his mouth and decorated Him with the flowers he had on his 
locks of hair. Then he offered the Prasad of meat to the Lord. 
Finishing all these, with bow and arrow in his hand he kept a 
keen watch over the temple by standing in front of the temple 
throughout the night. Early in the morning, he went out for hunt 
to bring Prasad for the Lord. 

When Tinnanar left for hunting, the temple priest, 
Sivakasariar, an earnest and sincere devotee of Lord Sankara, 
came to the temple and to his great surprise and disappoint- 
ment, saw bones and flesh all round the Lord and the decora- 
tions have been spoiled. But he could not identify the man who 
has done such an act, and meddled with the sanctity of the 
place. So uttering the necessary Mantras, he cleaned the place 
and performed his usual Puja for the Lord and recited the 
prayers. After the Puja he closed the temple and went out. 

Tinnanar now returned with the Prasad of meat and flesh 
and as before, he removed the oid decorations done by the 
priest, decorated in his own way as usual, and offered Prasad. 
At night, he kept vigil and keen watch over the temple. Early in 
the morning, he went out to bring Prasad. Thus he was with the 
Lord serving Him for five days and in spite of the entreaties of 
his parents to come home, he persisted in remaining with the 
Lord and Lord alone. 

Sivakasariar, who was vexed with the incident being re- 
peated day by day, complained to the Lord and requested Him 
to put an end to these mishappenings. Lord Siva appeared in 
the priest's dream and narrated to him what was happening in 
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the temple during the absence of the priest and told him also 
that what all actions Tinnanar was doing was only out of pure, 
unsophisticated love that he bore towards the Lord. Further, 
the Lord said: “| welcome, and rather | am immensely pleased 
with the mouthful of water by which he is doing my Abhisheka. 
This has greater value to Me than by the Tirthas of the Ganga. 
Whatever action that is performed out of pure and deep love 
and faith, | merit it with greater value than those rituals and aus- 
terities done by the Vedic injunctions”. Then Lord Gangadhar 
asked the priest to come to the temple next day and hide him- 
self behind the Murti and witness what Tinnanar does. 
Tinnanar, after bringing the Prasad, arranged in his own 
usual way for the Abhisheka and decoration of the Lord. Now 
Lord Siva willed that the priest, Sivakasariar should see and 
feel the degree of devotion and faith that Tinnanar was having 
for Him. So, while Tinnanar was doing the Puja and offering the 
Prasad of meat, to his great astonishment, he saw the Lord 
shedding tears of blood, in the right eye. He got perplexed and 
was at a loss to know what to do. He ran hither and thither to 
bring some leaves for stopping the bleeding but found they 
were of no use. He wept bitterly, cursed himself for being un- 
able to stop the bleeding from the eye. At last, a plan came to 
him. He at once plucked out his right eye with his arrow and 
fixed it on the right eye of the Lord. To his great joy and ecstasy, 
he saw the bleeding stopped. While he was dancing in divine 
ecstasy for having cured the bleeding, all on a sudden, he per- 
ceived that the left eye also was bleeding. Though he was over- 
taken by surprise and sorrow, the previous plan came to him 
and he decided to pierce his left eye with his arrow with the in- 
tention of plucking it out and fixing it on the left eye of the Lord. 
But when his both eyes were gone, how could he see the 
bleeding on the left eye of the Lord so as to stop it by fixing his 
own eye? Hence, in order to identify the left eye of the Lord, he 
first fixed it up with the shoe on his right foot, and began to 
pierce his own left eye with the arrow in his hand. But Isvara will 
not be so cruel as to see His Bhaktas suffer so much. On the 
spot, the Lord appeared and addressed Tinnanar as 
‘Kannappa’ and stopped him from plucking out the left eye. He 
was much pleased with the filial devotion and staunch faith that 
Kannappar had for Him and kept him by His right side. 
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The above story of Kannappar is illustrative of the highest 
degree of devotion and faith that was evinced by the Bhakta to- 
wards Lord Siva, even though he was a hunter by caste and 
never cared for the rituals and austerities by which the Lord 
should be worshipped. It was only mere love and intense devo- 
tion to the Lord that bestowed on him the greatest boon from 
the Lord, i.e., Self-realisation. It is only a matter of six days that 
he performed the Puja ceremonies to the Lord in his own way, 
but the amount of devotion and love he had to the Lord, was 
boundless. 


May the blessings of Kannappar be upon you all! May you 
all attain the highest goal of human life by following the exam- 
ple of Kannappa Nayanar, the great South Indian Bhakta of 
Lord Siva! 


SIRUTONDA NAYANAR 


Paranjotiar of Tiruchettangudi was general under the Chola 
king. He was skilful in all the methods of warfare and had won 
many a war for the Chola king. In spite of the fact of his being a 
general, his devotion to Lord Siva and Siva Bhaktas was in- 
creasing. As a Bhakta of Lord Siva, he was noted for his humil- 
ity and he was aptly named Sirutonda Nayanar. He left his post 
of general and spent his lifetime in worshipping Lord Siva and 
serving and feeding Siva Bhaktas. Never a day was known 
when he took food without feeding Siva Bhaktas. Such was the 
intensity of his devotion. In this way, he was happily living with 
his wife and a son, Seeralan by name. 

Once, it happened that Lord Siva in the guise of Vairavar 
came to his doors for Bhiksha. Just at that moment, Sirutondar 
had gone out to get some Siva Bhaktas for feeding. Vairavar 
waited for a while and there came Sirutondar returning from his 
quest of Sadhus, quite disappointed as he found none to feed 
with. To his great joy Vairavar was waiting at his doors. Now 
Vairavar, expressing his wish to dine in his house, informed him 
that he would do so provided Sirutondar complied with his 
wishes. On getting his consent, Vairavar told him that he re- 
quired the cooked flesh of a boy of 5 years old with robust 
health and without any deformities of mind and body. Though at 
first the Bhakta was bewildered in getting the thing required, at 
last happily decided to offer their own son, Seeralan, for the 
feast of Vairavar. 
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Both the wife and husband hurried up in preparing the re- 
quired meals, the mother keeping her son on the lap and the fa- 
ther cutting the throat, and every limb was cooked except the 
head. Even this part was nicely prepared after getting the con- 
sent of Vairavar. When everything was prepared, Sirutondar 
and Vairavar began to take their meals. But at the moment 
Vairavar stopped and refused to take food unless Sirutondar 
got his son by his side for eating. Though Sirutondar told 
Vairavar that his son would not serve the purpose at that hour, 
still Vairavar insisted. Sirutondar got up and with increased de- 
votion and staunch faith in Him, went outside his house and 
called out the name of his son, Seeralan, as if his son was com- 
ing from school. But to his astonishment, his son responded to 
his call and was coming down the other end of the street as if 
from school. With his son, he entered the house. But now, nei- 
ther the cooked flesh not Vairavar were to be seen. What a dis- 
may? Instead, Lord Mahadev appeared on the scene with His 
consort Parvati and Lord Subrahmanya by His side, blessed 
both the husband and wife for their intense love towards Him, 
and took Sirutondar and his family along with Him. Such was 
the reward for the Bhakta who offered his son's flesh for the 
feeding of the Sadhu. 

May you all develop intense love and faith to the Lord! 
May the blessings of Sirutondar be upon us all! 


LORD SIVA’S MOTHER 


In ancient days, there lived a rich merchant named Dhanadatta 
in Karikal in South India. He had no child. He worshipped Lord 
Siva. He had a daughter through the grace of the Lord. The 
child was called by the name Punitavati. Punitavati came to be 
later on called by the name Karikal Ammaiar also. She is 
counted as one amongst Nayanars (the famous Siva Bhaktas 
of South India). 

Punitavati was very intelligent, beautiful, pious. She 
chanted the names and praise of Lord Siva. She applied holy 
ash to her forehead. 

She married Paramadatta, the son of a rich merchant at 
Nagapattam. Paramadatta also was beautiful and intelligent. 
He possessed good character. He lived in his father-in-law’s 
place with the permission of his father. 
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Punitavati used to feed with intense devotion and joy, the 
Bhaktas day and night and hear them singing the names of 
Lord Siva. She always remembered the utterance of the 
Vedas: “Atithi devo bhava—Let the guest be a God unto you”. 
She and her husband took the food that remained after serving 
the devotees, as if it were nectar. 

One day, a wandering mendicant came and gave two ripe 
mangoes to Paramadatta. Paramadatta gave them to his wife 
and attended to his business. A devotee came and asked 
Punitavati to give him something to eat as he was very hungry. 
The food was not ready. So she gave him one of the mangoes 
and some milk. . 

Paramadatta returned home and took his food. Punitavati 
served him with mango fruit that remained. Paramadatta found 
it very delicious. He asked her to bring the other fruit also. She 
prayed to Lord Siva. Immediately, a mango fell into her hands. 
It looked exactly like the one served before. She gave it to her 
husband. He found it a thousand times more palatable than the 
first one. He asked Punitavati: “My beloved Punitavati, where 
did you get it from?” She narrated everything. Paramadatta 
said: “Get me another’. Punitavati got another mango in the 
twinkling of an eye. 

Paramadatta was struck with awe and wonder. He under- 
stood that his wife was a beloved devotee of Lord Siva. He re- 
flected within himself: "| am a great sinner. | have treated a 
great devotee of Lord Siva as my servant. | cannot consider her 
as my wife any longer. It will be a great sin to leave her alone. 
But what to do now?" 

He was in a dilemma. Finally, he resolved to part from her. 
He told his wife that he was going out on professional business. 
He obtained her permission and proceeded to Madurai. He set- 
tled there and married another wife. The second wife gave birth 
to a daughter. Paramadatta named her Punitavati. 

Punitavati was anxiously awaiting the return of her 
husband at the promised time. She had no news of him. She 
became very miserable and unhappy. After some time, she 
came to know about the whereabouts of her husband. She 
proceeded to Madurai and met her husband. 

Paramadatta welcomed her with intense joy and 
prostrated at her feet. He said to his wife: “I am a worldly man. | 
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am passionate and greedy. You are a goddess. | cannot take 
you now as my wife. Pray, pardon me". 

Punitavati replied: “My lord, | have preserved my youth 
and beauty for your sake only. As you do not want me, | shall 
seek my Lord Siva now." 

She distributed all the jewels to those assembled around. 
She worshipped the pious Brahmins and shook off all the flesh 
by the power of Yoga and looked as a mere skeleton. She 
marched northward. 

She came to Mount Kailas. She thought it a sin to walk 
with one's feet in the holy Himalayas. She moved on her head 
through the power of her austerities. 

Parvati asked Lord Siva: “Who is that person, O Lord, who 
is coming towards us?” Lord Siva replied: “That pious woman is 
My Mother, who nourished My devotees’. 

Lord Siva got up, moved a few steps forward, welcomed 
Punitavati and said: “My dear Mother, are you keeping fit?" 

Punitavati fed the devotees like a mother. The Lord makes 
no distinction between Himself and His devotees, He has said: 
“The devotees form My heart and |, theirs. They do not think of 
anyone other than Me and | other than them’. 

The supreme Lord abides in the hearts of all beings. 
Therefore, the guests deserve worship. The Srutis declare: 
“Atithi devo bhava—tLet the guest be your God." 


THE SIXTY-THREE NAYANAR SAINTS 


The Nayanars were the sincere and ardent devotees of Lord 
Siva. Some were the contemporaries of Appar and 
Sambandhar. Only a few had made a study of the Agamas. The 
rest were pure and simple Bhaktas only. They served the devo- 
tees of Lord Siva and made absolute seif-surrender to the Lord. 
They were quite ignorant of philosophy. They practised 
Chariyai. They cleaned the temple premises, made garlands of 
flowers for the Lord, lighted the temple lamps, planted flower 
gardens and fed the devotees of Lord Siva and served them. 
Worship of Siva Bhaktas was regarded even superior to the 
worship of Lord Siva Himself. 

What is wanted is true devotion. Kannappa, the hunter, 
was totally ignorant of Saiva doctrine, philosophy or worship, 
but attained within six days, the highest place possible for dev- 
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otees of Siva through the intensity of his devotion. The nature 
of Kannappa’s devotion was quite different from that of the ordi- 
nary worshippers of Siva. 

The names of some of the Nayanars are: Nedumara 
Nayanar, Kannappa Nayanar, Sirutondar, Appudi Adigal, 
Muruga Nayanar, Tirunilanakka Nayanar, Kunguliakkalaya 
Nayanar, Gananata Nayanar, Seraman Perumal Nayanar, 
Somasi Mara Nayanar, etc. 


Tirunilakantha Nayanar was a potter of Chidambaram. 
Enadi Nayanar was a Sanar (toddy-drawer). Tirukkurippu- 
tondar was a washerman. Adipatta Nayanar was a fisherman 
by caste. Nesa Nayanar was a weaver by caste. Siva Bhaktas 
of the higher castes ate with the Bhaktas of other castes. They 
had no caste-distinctions. They regarded that a life of devotion 
to Lord Siva was much more important than the little 
distinctions of caste, etc. 

Tirunilanakka Nayanar was one day performing the Puja. 
A spider fell upon the image of Siva. His wife at once blew it 
away and spat on the place where it fell. The saint was very 
much annoyed. He thought that the image had become impure. 
He wanted to abandon his wife. But Lord Siva appeared before 
him in his dream and showed the saint how his whole body ex- 
cept where it had been spat upon, was blistered owing to the 
fall of the spider. This opened the eyes of the saint. He now 
realised that Bhakti is more important than the knowledge of 
the Sastras. 

Sirutondar killed his child with his own hands and pre- 
pared meat to please the devotee of Siva. He was prepared 
even to go against the rules of the scriptures, in order to prac- 
tise what he considered as Siva virtue. He was not a man of 
great erudition. He was not a philosopher and a Yogi, but he 
had intense devotion to the devotees of Siva. What a great sac- 
rifice he did in order to serve the devotee! The Lord appeared 
before him with Parvati and Lord Subrahmanya and blessed 
Sirutondar. The devotee and the dish of meat disappeared. 
Sirutondar went out and called his son. The son came running 
towards him. The Lord does anything and everything for His 
Bhakta. 

Kungilik-Kalaiya Nayanar was supplying incense to the 
Lord in the temple of Tirukkadevur. He lost all his wealth, There 
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was nothing left in the house. Then his wife gave him a plate 
and asked him to buy some rice in exchange for if. The 
Nayanar bought incense and took it to the temple. The Lord 
blessed his wife that night with abundant wealth and asked the 
Nayanar to go to his house and take his meal. The Nayanar 
came to know that the king was not able to make erect the Siva 
Lingam in the temple of Tiruppanandal. He tied the rope which 
was attached to the Lingam round his own neck and pulled the 
Lingam to make it erect. The Lingam stood upright. Everybody 
had now proof of the intensity of the Nayanar’s devotion. 
Nayanar had no knowledge of the Vedas or the Agamas, but he 
was a true devotee of the Lord. What is wanted is sincere 
Bhakti. Study of scriptures makes one proud of his learning and 
keeps him away from God. 

Kannappa Nayanar plucked his own eye and replaced 
Siva's bleeding eye with his own. He resolved to give his 
second eye also. But Lord Siva stopped him from doing it. 
Kannappa regained his eye-sight and became, from that 
moment, a God himself and took his seat by the side of Lord 
Siva. He did not chant Rudra and Chamakam. He was not a 
Brahmin. He was a hunter. He did his worship in his own way by 
bathing the image with the water carried in his own mouth, 
threw the flowers down from his own tuft and offered the best 
part of the cooked pig after examining with his teeth. Pandits 
and Sastris do thousand and one Rudras, and yet they are far 
from God, because there is not an iota of real devotion. They 
have a stony, barren, sin-hardened heart. 

lyarpagai Nayanar was observing the vow of giving every- 
thing that the devotees of Siva wanted. Lord Siva wanted to 
test him. He came in the garb of a Brahmin Siva devotee, in the 
garb of a libertine. The devotee asked the Nayanar: “Give me 
your wife”. Nayanar willingly gave his wife. His relatives 
objected and fought with him. The Nayanar escorted the 
pseudo-Yogi into the forest. The pseudo-Yogi vanished to 
reappear in his real form of Siva on the sacred bull. 

Eripatta Nayanar killed the elephant and five men as the 
elephant destroyed the flowers which were in the possession of 
Sivakam Andar for the worship of the Lord. Lord Siva appeared 
and saved the king and the Nayanar and the elephant with the 
five people who were lying dead. 
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Arivattaya Nayanar began to cut his throat as he was not 
able to give the usual food of red rice to Lord Siva. Lord Siva 
stopped him from cutting his throat and took him to His abode. 

Murti Nayanar used to offer sandalwood paste to Lord 
Siva at Madurai. When sandalwood was not available he 
began to rub his elbow very hard upon the sandstone. Lord 
Siva was moved. The Nayanar was made the king. He reached 
the abode of Siva. 

Nanda, the untouchable saint, entered the fire and came 
out of it in the form of a holy ascetic with sacred thread on his 
shoulders through the grace of Lord Siva. 

Tirukkuripputondar was a washerman by caste. He 
washed the clothes of the devotees of Siva. Lord Siva wanted 
to test him. He appeared as a poor man with a very dirty rag. 
The saint washed the rag. As there was a very heavy rain, he 
could not dry the rag, He was very much afflicted at heart. He 
began to dash his head against the stone on which he washed 
the clothes. Lord Siva appeared before him and gave him 
salvation. 

Nami Nandi Adigal lighted the lamp with water through the 
grace of Lord Siva, A devotee can do anything through the 
grace of the Lord. 

Kali Kamba Nayanar used to welcome the devotees of 
Siva to his house and feed them after washing their feet. His 
wife helped him to do that. On one occasion, one who had been 
some time back their servant, came into the house as a Siva 
devotee. The Nayanar as usual began to wash his feet but his 
wife refused to help him. Nayanar cut off her hands and did the 
service himself. He also attained the abode of Lord Siva. 

Kalianayanar used to light the temple lamps with oil sup- 
plied by himself. He lost all his property. He thought of selling 
his wife but no one would purchase her. Then he resolved to 
offer his own blood in the place of oil. When he was trying to do 
this Lord Siva blessed him. 

Kanampulla Nayanar was lighting the lamp in Siva 
temples. He lost all his property. He began to cut grass and 
purchase oil out of the money realised by selling grass. He 
could not sell the grass one day and so he burnt the grass itself. 
He could not get even the grass one day. He resolved to burn 
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his hair. Lord Siva showered His grace upon the Nayanar and 
took him to His abode. 

Saint Seruttunai Nayanar cut off the nose of the queen for 
smelling a flower which had been gathered for the sake of Siva 
and which had accidentally fallen on the floor. The king came to 
know of this and gave an additional punishment to the queen 
by cutting of her head also. There was a rain of flowers. 
Kalarunga Nayanar, the king, attained the grace of the Lord. 


The Nayanars were not much concerned with Siva 
doctrines or Saiva Philosophy. They attached the greatest 
importance to Siva worship, even though it was against the 
ordinary rules of right and wrong. They had the utmost regard 
for the externals of Siva worship. They were prepared to do 
anything to preserve these outward forms, even at the cost of 
their lives. Even bigotry was not considered as a vice. 

You can clearly understand from the life history of these 
Nayanars that any one whatever his caste might be, and 
whatever his service be, could attain the grace of Lord Siva. 

Saivas of these times were staunch devotees of Saivism. 
Ordinary rules of ethics and morality could not be applied to the 
Nayanars. 


Chapter Xill 
FESTIVALS 


LIGHTING FESTIVAL AT ARUNACHALA 


Lord Siva assumed the form of a hill at Tiruvanhamalai in 
Tamilnadu. Here, He quelled the pride of Brahma and Vishnu 
who were quarrelling as to their relative greatness. One day, 
when Lord Siva was in meditation, Parvati left Him and went to 
the hill of Arunachala. There she performed penances. She 
was the guest of the sage Gautama. It was during her penance 
here that Mahishasura was killed by Durga bidden by Parvati. 
Parvati saw Lord Siva as Arunachalesvara. She was taken 
back by Lord Siva to His side and made again Ardhanari, as 
Apitaku Chamba. 

Arunachalesvara is Tejolinga. Arunachala represents the 
Agni Tattva of the Pancha Bhuta Kshetras. 

Arunachalam is another name for Tiruvannamalai. In days 
of yore, many Siddha Purushas lived in this hill. ldyakadar, 
Arunagirinathar lived here. This place is famous for its Festival 
of Lighting (Kartigai Dipam) every year during the month of 
Kartigai (November), on the day when the full moon falls in the 
Kartigai Nakshatram. The lighting takes place at about 5 or 
9.30 in the evening. A big hollow in a rock is filled with ghee, oil 
and camphor. A big wick is put in the ghee and lighted. The 
lighting is seen even at a distance of sixteen miles. It is 
regarded that he who beholds this light does not take any future 
birth. The light burns continuously for three months. 

A veil is put around the light at the top of the Arunachala 
hill. The people bring the Isvara Vigraha outside the temple at 
5.30 p.m. as soon as Kartigai Nakshatra dawns. Then a Bhana 
(fire work) is sent towards the light in the hill through the sky. 
The man who is in charge of the lighting at the hill removes the 
veil at once. Then the people see the big light and worship the 
light with folded hands. They repeat loudly ‘Harahara, 
Harohara’. 
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The esoteric significance is that he who sees the Light of 
lights that is burning eternally in the chambers of one’s heart, 
through constant meditation, attains immortality. The lighting in 
the Arunachala brings the message to you that the Atman or 
Lord Siva is self-effulgent, Jyotis-Svarupa, Light of lights, Sun 
of suns. 

The big light at the hill represents Lord Siva or 
Paramatman (Supreme Soul). The Bhana is Jiva or the 
individual soul. The veil represents Avidya that covers the 
individual soul. The Bhana burns the veil and merges itself in 
the big light. Even so, if you destroy Avidya by the fire of 
meditation and Vichara, you can merge yourself in the 
Supreme Soul or Light of lights. 

Kanjivaram, Jambukesvara, Tiruvannamalai, Kalahasti 
and Chidambaram are the five Bhuta Linga Kshetras. Prithvi 
Lingam is at Kanjivaram. Apas Lingam is at Jambukesvaram. 
Tejo-Lingam is at Tiruvannamalai. Vayu-Lingam is at Kalahasti. 
Akasa-Lingam is at Chidambaram. 

These five places represent the apex of five angles of a 
five-triangled figure which represents the five Bhutas of which 
the entire world is made up. The Tejas-Tattva is in the middle of 
the five Bhutas, It forms the way through which the Supreme 
Soul or Lord Siva can be known or seen or realised by the Jiva. 
The fire of meditation burns the Avidya of the Jiva and helps 
him to merge himself in the Supreme Light. 

The Vedantin holds that Vak (speech) is Brahman. He 
proves that Vak is Agni or fire and deduces his doctrine of unity. 
Agni is the presiding deity of speech. Vak is Agni. Vak is 
Brahman. 

The Panchamurtis or Pancha Tattvas meet at a time which 
is neither night nor day, when the sun and the moon shine 
together. The light at the hill is seen at a distance of sixteen 
miles. This represents the ‘Purnakala’ or Brahman. 

The Yogi beholds that light during meditation at the crown 
of the head, which represents the top of the Arunachala hill, 
and merges himself in it during Nirvikalpa Samadhi. 

Annihilate the three impurities, Anava, Karma and Maya. 
Burn the mind, senses and the Vasanas in the fire of 
knowledge of the Self or Sivajnanam. Attain full illumination 
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and behold the Light of lights which illumines the mind, intellect, 
sun, stars, lightning and the fire. This is real Kartigai Dipam. 

May the Light of lights illumine you all! May Lord Siva 
bless you with more light! May you merge in this Supreme Light 
and attain the eternal bliss of Immortality! 


VIJAYA DASAMI 


The Mother aspect of Godhead is the source of power, prosper- 
ity and learning and is worshipped during the Navaratri or 
Dassera, as Durga, Lakshmi and Sarasvati. Each aspect is 
worshipped for three nights. 

Vijaya Dasami is the tenth day of the bright half of the 
lunar month of Asvina. It is a great soul-stirring festival which is 
observed with great eclat throughout the length and breadth of 
India. 

lt was on the Vijaya Dasami day that Arjuna, the Pandava 
hero worshipped the Goddess before starting the fight against 
the evil-minded Kauravas. It was on that day that Ravana was 
killed in battle by Sri Rama. 

It is the day of victory. Boys are put in the school on this 
day. ‘Hari Om Narayanaya Siddham’, ‘Om Sri Ganesaya 
Namah’, ‘Om Sri Hayagrivaya Namah’ are taught to them. 
Aspirants are initiated on this day. 

On this memorable day, the carpenter, the tailor, the 
mason, the artist, the songster, the typist and all technical 
workers do Puja for their instruments and implements. This is 
Ayudha Puja. They behold and recognise the Sakti or power 
behind these instruments and worship the Devi, for their 
success, prosperity and peace. 

Sri Rama built a united India. Sri Rama gained victory over 
Ravana who had his capital in Lanka, but whose dominions 
had been extended over a large part of India. Vijaya Dasami is 
the day of anniversary of the birth of one united India. It is 
observed in commemoration of the great victory (Vijaya) of Sri 
Rama over the Rakshasa king, Ravana. It is the day of triumph 
of righteousness over unrighteousness. 

Angada, Hanuman and others celebrated the victory of Sri 
Rama over Ravana with great religious ardour, under the 
leadership of pious Vibhishana, embraced one another in 
friendship and showed their intense devotion and reverence to 
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Sri Rama. From that day onwards this great victory (Vijaya) has 
been commemorated year after year by all Hindus. 

Sri Rama's victory over Ravana is the victory of spirit over 
matter, the victory of Sattva over Rajas and Tamas, the victory 
of soul over mind, sense and body, the victory of idealism over 
materialism, the victory of goodness over evil, the victory of 
love and truth over hatred and falsehood, the victory of 
self-sacrifice and renunciation over selfishness and 
possession, the victory of the oppressed over the oppressor, 
the victory of the labour over the capitalists and the imperialists. 
The memory of this day brings hope and joy to the hearts of the 
poorest and the most depressed. It humbles the pride of the 
rich, the strong and the learned, and inspires them to embrace 
the poor, the weak and the illiterate in love and brotherliness. It 
awakens a sense of unity among all classes of people. 

The Vijaya Dasami has thus become a festival for 
awakening of universal unity, fraternity, peace and bliss. 

The Sakta Puranas interpret this in another way. Rama 
tried to attain victory through His own valour and prowess but 
failed. Afterwards, He surrendered His egoism to the Maha 
Sakti or Devi, and placed Himself as an instrument in Her 
hands. Thereupon, Devi really fought with Ravana and brought 
the victory for Sri Rama. 

There is an eternal fight going on between Devas and 
Asuras, between Sattva and Rajas-Tamas, between evil 
tendencies and virtuous tendencies in man. Gods represent 
Sattvic forces. The demons or Asuras represent the evil forces. 
That day on which one kills these evil tendencies, viz., lust, 
anger, greed, egoism, hatred and attains knowledge of Self or 
illumination through the grace of the Divine Mother, is the real 
Vijaya Dasami day or the day of real victory of Self over the 
non-Self. 

May the Devi, Mother Durga teach mankind the way of 
Dharma and righteousness and bestow peace, bliss and 
contentment and the final beatitude! 


DASSERA 


Dassera is the greatest Hindu festival of adoring God as 
Mother. Hinduism is the only religion in the world which has 
emphasised much on the Motherhood of God. Mother is the 
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dearest and sweetest of all human relations. Hence, itis proper 
to look upon God as Mother. 

Dassera, Durga Puja and Navaratri are one and the same. 
Durga is the Sakti of Lord Siva. She is the representation of the 
power of the Supreme Lord. There is no difference between the 
Lord and His power. She looks after the affairs of the world. The 
Divine Mother in Her aspect of Durga is represented as having 
ten different weapons in Her ten hands. She is sitting on a lion. 
This indicates that She has control over all forces, even over 
the brutal force which the lion stands for. 

You will find in Devi Sukta of the Rig-Veda Samhita that 
Vak, the daughter of sage Anbhirna realised her identity with 
the Divine Mother, the power of the Supreme Lord which 
manifests throughout the entire universe among the gods, 
among men and beasts, among the creatures of the deep 
ocean. 

In the Kena Upanishad, you will find that the Divine Mother 
shed wisdom to Indra and the gods, and said that the gods 
were able to defeat the demons with the help of the power of 
the Supreme Lord. 


Mahishasura, a great demon, was severely oppressing 
the gods. The gods invoked the aid of the Divine Mother Durga. 
She assumed a form with ten hands bearing ten weapons and 
killed the Asura. Devi fought with Bhandasura and his forces 
for nine days and nine nights and completed the destruction of 
all Asuras on the evening of the tenth day, known as the Vijaya 
Dasami or the day of victory. All the ten days are sacred to Devi. 


The Hindus of Bengal worship Goddess Durga on the 
three days preceding the Vijaya Dasami and perform the im- 
mersion ceremony on the Vijaya Dasami day. Durga is also 
worshipped in March-April during the Vasanta Puja. 


The Mother of Durga, wife of the king of Himalayas, longs 
to see her daughter Durga. Durga is permitted by Lord Siva to 
visit Her beloved mother only for three days in the year. The 
festival of Durga Puja is to celebrate this brief visit and it ends 
with the Vijaya Dasami day when the Goddess Durga leaves 
for Kailas. 


Sri Rama worshipped Durga at the time of the fight with 
Ravana, to invoke Her aid in the war during the days preceding 
the Vijaya Dasami day. He fought and won through Her grace. 
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In Bengal, Durga Puja is a great festival. All who live away 
from home return home during the Puja days. Mothers meet 
their distant sons and daughters, wives their husbands. 


The potter shows his skill in making the images, the 
painter in drawing pictures, the songster in playing on his 
instrument and the priest in reciting the sacred books. The 
Bengalis save money all the year round only to spend it all 
during the Puja days. Cloth is distributed. 


The Hindu woman of Bengal welcomes the Goddess with 
a mother’s love, and sends away the image on the last day with 
every ceremony associated with a daughter's departure for her 
husband’s home and with motherly tears in her eyes. 


May you all worship Goddess Durga with intense faith and. 
devotion and attain eternal bliss and immortality through Her 
Grace! Glory to the Divine Mother Durga and Her consort Lord 
Siva, the joint parents of the universe. 


VASANTA NAVARATRI 


Devi is worshipped during the Vasanta Navaratri. This occurs 
during the spring. The worship of Devi is ordained by Her own 
command. You will find this in the following episode from the 
Devi Bhagavata. 


In days long gone by, Dhruvasindhu, a noble and virtuous 
king of solar dynasty, ruled over the Kosala country. He had two 
wives, Manorama and Lilavati. Manorama was the senior 
queen. Both of them gave birth to beautiful sons. Manorama's 
son was named Sudarsana and Lilavati's son, Satrujit. 


King Dhruvasindhu was killed by a lion when he went out 
for hunting. Preparations were made to crown the crown-prince 
Sudarsana. But king Yudhajit of Ujjain, the father of queen 
Lilavati and king Virasena of Kalinga, the father of queen 
Manorama were each desirous of securing the, Kosala throne 
to their respective grandsons. They fought with each other. 
King Virasena was killed in the battle. Manorama fled to the for- 
est with prince Sudarsana and a eunuch. They took refuge in 
the Ashrama of Rishi Bharadvaja. 

King Yudhajit crowned his grandson, Satrujit, at Ayodhya, 
the capital of Kosala. He went out to search Manorama and her 
son in order to put them out of the way, Lut could not find them. 
After some time, he came to know that they were in the 
Ashrama of Rishi Bharadvaja. 
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He at once started with a big army to the Ashrama. 
Yudhajit arrogantly demanded of Rishi Bharadvaja the surren- 
der of Manorama and her son. The Rishi said that he would not 
give up those who had sought protection under him. Yudhajit 
became very furious. He wanted to attack the Rishi. But his 
minister told him about the truth of the Rishi’s statement. 
Yudhajit returned to his capital. 

Fortune began to smile on prince Sudarsana. The son ofa 
hermit called the eunuch by his Sanskrit name ‘Kleeba’. The 
prince caught the first syllable ‘Klee’ and began to pronounce it 
as ‘Kleem’. This syllable is a powerful, sacred Mantra. It is the 
Bija Akshara of Parasakti. The prince obtained peace of mind 
and the grace of the Divine Mother, by the repeated utterings of 
this syllable. Devi appeared to him, blessed him and gave him 
divine weapons, and an inexhaustible arrow-case. 

The emissaries of the king of Banares passed through the 
Ashrama of the Rishi, and saw the noble prince Sudarsana and 
recommended him to princess Sasikala, the daughter of the 
king of Banares. 

A Svayamvara was arranged. Sasikala chose Sudarsana. 
Yudhajit also was there. Sasikala was wedded to Sudarsana. 
Yudhajit began to fight with the king of Banares. Devi helped 
Sudarsana and his father-in-law. Yudhajit mocked at the Devi. 
Devi reduced Yudhajit and his army to ashes. 

Sudarsana and his wife and his father-in-law praised the 
Devi. She was highly pleased and ordered them to perform Her 
worship with Homa and other means in all the four Navaratris of 
the months—Ashadgha, Asvina, Magha and Chaitra, beginning 
with the Sukla Prathama. Then She disappeared. 

Thereupon, prince Sudarsana and princess Sasikala 
came back to the Ashrama of Rishi Bharadvaja. The great 
Rishi blessed them and crowned Sudarsana as the king of 
Kosala. Sudarsana and Sasikala and the king of Banares im- 
plicitly carried out the commands of the Divine Mother and per- 
formed worship in a splendid manner during each of these 
Navatri days. 

Sudarsana’s descendants, Sri Rama and Lakshmana, 
also performed worship of Devi during the Vasanta Navaratri 
and were blessed with Her assistance in the recovery of Sita. 
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It is your duty also to perform the worship of Devi for your 
material and spiritual welfare during the Vasanta Navaratri and 
follow the noble example set by Sudarsana and Sri Rama. You 
cannot achieve anything without Mother's blessings. Sing the 
prayers of the Divine Mother. Repeat Her Mantra and Name. 
Meditate on Her form. Do Puja. Pray and obtain Her eternal 
grace and blessings. 


GAURI PUJA 


Goddess Gauri or Parvati is the consort of Lord Siva. She is the 
Sakti of Siva. She is recognised as the highest ideal of Indian 
womanhood. She is a perfect model of feminine virtues. 
Maidens worship Gauri and invoke Her grace and blessings for 
securing a suitable bridegroom. She is adored by married 
women also for securing long life for their husbands. 

Certain days are held very sacred to Her memory. Hindu 
ladies observe fast on these days and worship Goddess Gauri 
in and through the crescent moon, before breaking the fast. 


Chapter XIV 
SIVA YOGA MAALA 


BOOKS ON SAIVISM 


The twenty-eight Saiva Agamas, the hymns (Tevaram and 
Tiruvasagam) of the Saiva saints form the chief sources of 
Southern Saivism. The Saiva hymns compiled by Nambi Andar 
Nambi (A.D. 1000) are collectively called Tirumurai. Tevaram 
contains the hymns of Sambandhar, Appar and Sundarar. The 
hymns of Manickavasagar are called Tiruvasagam. 

The Agamanta called Saiva Siddhanta is the essence of 
the 28 Sanskrit Agamas. Agamanta is the inner meaning of the 
Veda. 

Seklar’s Periyapuranam (11th century) gives a description 
of the sixty-three Saiva saints. 

Tiruvasagam is a collection of fifty-one poems of 
unsurpassed spiritual experiences and grandeur. Dr. GV. Pope 
has translated this into English. 

In the beginning of the 13th century, the great Saiva 
Siddhanta philosophical movement was inaugurated by Saint 
Meykandar who is the eminent author of Sivajnana Bodham, 
the central work of the system. Sivajnana Bodham is regarded 
as an expansion of twelve verses of the Raurava Agama. This 
book is the standard exposition of the Saiva Siddhanta views. It 
contains in a nutshell a systematic expression of the system. It 
opened the eyes of Tamilians to the supreme excellence of this 
philosophy. Saint Meykandar taught his philosophy to forty- 
nine disciples, propagated and popularised the system. 

Arulnandi Sivachariar, the first of the forty-nine disciples of 
Meykandar, is the author of the important work Siva Jnana 
Siddhiyar. He is also the author of lrupa-lrupathu. 

In the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, there arose 
fourteen philosophical works, known as standard Saiva 
Siddhanta Sastras. They are Tiruvundiar, Tirukalitrupadiar, 
Sivajnana Bodham, Sivajnana Siddhiar, lrupa-Irupathu, Unmai 
Vilakkam, Sivaprakasam, Tiru Arul Payan, Vina-vemba, 
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Partripatirodai, Kodikkavi, Nenju Vidu Thoothu, Unmai Neri 
Vilakkam and Sangarpaniraharanam. 

Sivaprakasam and Tiru Arul Payan are two well-known 
books written by Umapati Sivachariar (14th century). He is the 
author of other six Sastras of the group. Tiruvendiar was 
composed by Saint Uyyavanda-deva-nayanar of Tiruvayalur 
about the middle of the 12th century. Tirukadavur Uyyavanda- 
deva-nayanar was the author of the Tirukalitrupadiar. 

Unmai Vilakkam is one of the fourteen Sastras written by 
Manavasagam Kadanthar, another disciple of Meykandar. 

Tirumantiram is one of the most authoritative works 
embodying the Saiva doctrine. The author is Tirumula 
Nayanar. This work is the foundation upon which the later 
structure of Saiva Siddhanta philosophy was built. The Saiva 
doctrine of the Sanskrit Agamas are translated in this book. Itis 
a work of three thousand stanzas composed in the course of 
three thousand years. It deals with the practical and theoretical 
aspects of the Saiva religion and philosophy. 

Jnanamritam is the earliest treatise which treats of the 
Siddhanta concepts in the modern scientific manner. 

The Saiva Siddhanta rests on the twofold tradition of the 
Vedas and the Agamas. Nilakantha, who flourished in the 14th 
century, undertook the systematic reconciliation of the two. He 
wrote a commentary on the Brahma Sutras. He interpreted it in 
the light of the Saiva system. 

Appayya Dikshita’s commentary called Sivarka Mani 
Dipika is a valuable book. 

Siva Purana, Linga Purana, Siva Parakrama, Tiruvila- 
yadal Puranam, Periyapuranam treat of the glory of Lord Siva. 
These books are translated into Tamil. Bhakta Vilasam is a 
Sanskrit work. It is a minor Purana upon the Skanda Purana. 

The twenty-eight Agamas were written in Sanskrit in the 
valley of Kashmir. This Agamanta arose in North India long 
before Jainism came into prominence. It was known there by 
the name Pratyabhijna Darsanam. Then it spread westwards 
and southwards. In Western India, it was known by Vira 
Mahesvara Darsanam, and in South India it was called Suddha 
Saiva Darsanam. Linga Purana is held in great respect by the 
Vira Mahesvaras. 
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CHIDAMBARA RAHASYA 


Lord Siva is worshipped in Chidambaram as a formless 
presence, Akasa Lingam. Chidambaram is an ancient centre of 
religion and culture. Siva is worshipped at Chidambaram in the 
dancing aspect as Nataraja. Ardra Darsana, one of the most 
important festivals of South India, is celebrated every year at 
Chidambaram, in the month of Margasirsha. 

Within the temple is the ‘Nritya Sabha’ or the ‘hall of the 
dance’. In front of the central shrine is a structure of wood 
surmounted with tall golden roof known as the ‘Kanaka Sabha’ 
or ‘the hall of golden dome’. The central temple is dedicated to 
Nataraja. It is a plain wooden building standing on a 
stone-pavement, but behind it is an apartment of polished black 
stone, the roof of which is formed of gold plates. Opposite to 
the Sivaganga tank, is the ‘Raja Sabha’ or ‘the hall of one 
thousand columns’, with granite pillars. King Varua Chola puri- 
fied himself by bathing in the tank and attained a golden hue. 


The five Prakaras of a Siva temple represent the five 
Kosas of the body. The three Prakaras of certain temples rep- 
resent the three bodies of a man. Garbhagriha, Ardhamandap, 
Mahamandap, Snanamandap, Alankara-mandap, Sabha- 
mandap represent the six Chakras or the six Adharas of the 
body. 

The Darsanopanishad says: “Chidambaram is in the 
centre of the heart. Chidambaram is the heart of Virat 
Purusha”. The Mandap with thousand pillars represents the 
Sahasrara or the thousand-petalled lotus on the crown of the 
head. Sivaganga represents the pool of nectar, Amritavapi, in 
Sahasrara. The place where there are Jyotirlinga and Sri 
Gurumurti, represents Visuddha Chakra. In Tiruchittambalam 
or Maha Sabha there are five Pithams for Brahma, Vishnu, 
Rudra, Mahesvara and Sadasiva. The five letters of 
Panchakshara form the five steps, and the veil represents 
Avidya or Avarana. The ninety-six Tattvas form the ninety-six 
windows. The four golden pillars which are in the centre repre- 
sent the four Vedas. The twenty-eight wooden pillars which 
surround them represent the twenty-eic ht Agamas. The space 
that is within the pillars represents Suddha Vidya. Lord 
Nataraja has His seat in the Pranavapitham. 
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There is ‘Tiruchittambalam' behind. This is Chidakasa or 
the famous ‘Chidambara Rahasya’. Sivakama Sundari or 
Parasakti has Her seat in Garbhagriha. Rahasya is Nishkala. 
Ananda Nataraja Murti is Sakala. 


In the East is Brahma. In the South is Vishnu. In the North 
is Bhairava or Samhara Rudra. There are nine Kalasas in the 
tower. These represent the nine Saktis. The sixty-four wooden 
supports in the tower represent the sixty-four Vidyas or Kalas. 
The twenty-one thousand six hundred copper plates coated 
with gold, represent the daily twenty-one thousand six hundred 
breaths of a man. The seventy-two thousand nails represent 
the seventy-two thousand nerves or the astral tubes in the 
body. 

The eighteen pillars of Kanaka Sabha represent eighteen 
Puranas. Kanaka Sabha represents the Manipura Chakra. The 
five Sabhas represent the five Kosas. 

lf one rightly understands the secrets of Chidambara tem- 
ple and worships the Lord Nataraja with intense faith, devotion, 
purity and one-pointedness of mind, he will attain knowledge 
and eternal bliss. He will be freed from bondage. 

Birth in Tiruvarur gives Mukti. Death in Banares gives 
Mukti. Darsana of Nataraja of Chidambaram gives Mukti. 

Adjacent to the Kanaka Sabha is a temple dedicated to 
Govinda Raja or Vishnu. This teaches a lesson that Siva and 
Vishnu are essentially one and that a Virasaivite or Vira 
Vaishnavite should abandon his bigotry and should have a 
large heart and equal devotion to Lord Siva and Lord Hari and 
should see his Ishtam in all Murtis. 


May Lord Nataraja and Sivakami bless you all and give an 
understanding heart to comprehend the Chidambara Rahasya! 


SIVA AND VISHNU ARE ONE 


A Saivite is a devotee of Lord Siva. A Vaishnavite is a devotee 
of Lord Vishnu. Upasana means worship or sitting near God. 
Upasaka is one who does Upasana. Upasana or Aradhana 
leads to realisation of God. A bigoted Virasaivite entertains 
hatred towards Lord Vishnu, Vaishnavites and Puranas which 
treat of Vishnu. He never enters a Vishnu temple. He never 
drinks water from a Vaishnavite. He never takes food with a 
Vaishnavite. He never repeats the name of Hari. He speaks ill 
of Lord Hari, Vaishnavites and Vishnu Purana. He thinks that 
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Lord Siva is superior to Lord Vishnu. He never reads Vishnu 
Purana. Is this not the height of folly? Is this not extreme 
ignorance? He has not understood the true nature of Lord Siva. 
He has no idea of true religion. He is a fanatic, a bigot, a man of 
little understanding, a narrow sectarian, with a very small 
constricted heart. He is like a frog in the well which has no idea 
of the vast ocean. 


A bigoted Vira Vaishnavite entertains hatred towards Lord 
Siva, Saivites and Siva Puranas which treat of Lord Siva. He 
never enters a Siva temple. He never makes friendship with a 
Saivite. He never drinks water from the hands of a Saivite. He 
also behaves exactly like the Virasaivite. The lot of this man is 
also highly deplorable. 


There is a temple in Sankaranarayanar Koil in the 
Tirunelveli district (Tamilnadu), where the idol has one half of it 
depicted as Siva and the other half as Vishnu. The inner 
significance of this is that Lord Siva and Lord Vishnu are one. 
Sri Sankaracharya also has said in very clear terms that Siva 
and Vishnu are the one all-pervading Soul. 

On one occasion, a Virasaivite entered the temple in 
Sankaranarayanar Koil to worship the Lord. He offered 
incense. He plugged the nostrils of Vishnu with the cotton as 
the fumes were entering His nose also. After that a Vira 
Vaishnavite entered the temple and he also offered incense. 
He plugged the nostrils of Siva as the fumes were entering His 
nose also. Such is the bigotry and narrow-mindedness of sec- 
tarians. A devotee should have a large, broad heart. He must 
see his tutelary deity in all aspects of the Lord and in all forms. 
He can have intense love for his Ishtam in the beginning, to in- 
tensify his devotion for that particular deity (Prema-nishtha), 
but he should have equal devotion to the other forms of the 
Lord also. 


Siva and Vishnu are one and the same entity. They are es- 
sentially one and the same. They are the names given to the 
different aspects of the all-pervading Supreme Soul or the Ab- 
solute. ‘Sivasya hridayam vishnur-vishnoscha hridayam 
sivah—Vishnu is the heart of Siva and likewise Siva is the heart 
of Vishnu’, 

The sectarian worship is of recent origin. The Saiva 
Siddhanta of Kantacharya is only five hundred years old. The 
Vaishnava cults of Madhva and Sri Ramanuja are only six 
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hundred and seven hundred years old respectively. There was 
no sectarian worship before seven hundred years. 

Brahma represents the creative aspect; Vishnu, the 
preservative aspect; and Siva, the destructive aspect of 
Paramatman. This is just like your wearing different garbs on 
different occasions. When you do the function of a judge, you 
put on one kind of dress. At home you wear another kind of 
dress. When you do worship in the temple, you wear another 
kind of dress. You exhibit different kinds of temperament on 
different occasions. Even so, the Lord does the function of 
creation when He is associated with Rajas, and He is called 
Brahma. He preserves the world when He is associated with 
Sattva Guna, and He is called Vishnu. He destroys the world 
when He is associated with Tamo-Guna, and He is called Siva 
or Rudra. 

Brahma, Vishnu and Siva have been correlated to the 
three Avasthas or states of consciousness. During the waking 
State, Sattva predominates. During the dream state Rajas 
predominates and during the deep sleep state Tamas 
predominates. Hence Vishnu, Brahma and Siva are the Murtis 
of Jagrat, Svapna and Sushupti states of consciousness 
respectively. The Turiya or the fourth state is Para Brahman. 
The Turiya state is immediately next to the deep sleep state. 
Worship of Siva will lead quickly to the attainment of the fourth 
state. 

Vishnu Purana glorifies Vishnu and in some places give, a 
lower position to Siva. Siva Purana glorifies Siva and gives a 
lower status to Vishnu. Devi Bhagavata glorifies Devi and gives 
a lower status to Brahma, Vishnu and Siva. This is only to instil 
and intensify devotion for the respective deity in the hearts of 
the devotees. In reality, no deity is superior to another. You 
must understand the heart of the writer. 

May you all realise the oneness of Siva and Vishnu! May 
you all be endowed with pure subtle intellect and proper 
understanding! 


SIVARATRI MAHIMA 


I 


Silent adorations to Lord Siva, consort of Parvati, the destruc- 
tive aspect of Brahman, who is known by the names Sambhu, 
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Sankara, Mahadeva, Sadasiva, Visvanatha, Hara, Tripurari, 
Gangadhara, Sulapani, Nilakantha, Dakshinamurti, Chandra- 
sekhara, Nilalohita, etc., who is the bestower of auspicious- 
ness, immortality and divine knowledge on His devotees, and 
who does Tandava Nritya or the Dance of Death at the end of 
Time or Cosmic Pralaya, and who is the real Regenerator but 
not the destroyer. 

Maha Sivaratri means the great night consecrated to Lord 
Siva. Maha Sivaratri falls on Trayodasi or the thirteenth day of 
the dark fortnight of Kumbha month (February-March). 

In the Santi Parva of the Mahabharata, Bhishma refers to 
the observance of the Maha Sivaratri, by king Chitrabhanu, 
when he was giving the discourse on Dharma, resting on his 
bed of arrows. 

Once upon a time, king Chitrabhanu of the Ikshvaku 
dynasty, who was ruling over the whole of Jambudvipa, and his 
wife were observing a fast on the day of Maha Sivaratri. The 
Sage Ashtavakra came on a visit to the court of the king. 

The Sage asked: “O king, why are you observing fast 
today?” King Chitrabhanu explained the reason for observing a 
fast on that day. He had the gift of remembering the incidents of 
his previous birth. 

He said to the Sage Ashtavakra: “| was a hunter by name 
Susvar in my previous birth. | eked out my livelihood by killing 
and selling birds and animals, One day, | was roaming in a 
forest in search of animals. | was overtaken by the darkness of 
night. | was not able to return home and so | climbed up a Bilva 
tree for shelter. | shot a deer that day but | had no time to take it 
home. As | was tormented by hunger and thirst, | kept awake 
throughout the night. | shed profuse tears when | thought of my 
poor wife and children who were starving and anxiously await- 
ing my return. | engaged myself in plucking and dropping down 
the Bilva leaves. There was a Siva Linga at the foot of the Bilva 
tree. The tears and the leaves fell upon the Siva Linga. 

“The day dawned. | returned home and sold the deer. | got 
food for myself and for my family. | was about to break my fast. 
A stranger came to me and begged for food. | served him with 
food first and then | took my food. At the hour of death, | saw 
two messengers of Lord Siva. They were sent down for the 
sake of conducting my soul to the abode of Siva. | learnt there 
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for the first time, of the great merit | had earned by the 
observance of the fast on the day of Maha Sivaratri, though | 
did it unconsciously by an accident. | lived in the abode of Siva 
and enjoyed divine bliss for long ages. | am now reborn on this 
earth as Chitrabhanu.” 


II 


‘Sivaratri’ means ‘night of Lord Siva’. The important features of 
this religious function are rigid fasting for twenty-four hours and 
sleepless vigil during the night. Every true devotee of Lord Siva 
spends the night of Sivaratri in deep meditation, keeps vigil and 
observes fast. 

The worship of Lord Siva consists in offering flowers, Bilva 
leaves and other gifts on the Linga which is a symbol of Lord 
Siva, and bathing it with milk, honey, butter, ghee, rose-water, 
etc. 

When creation had been completed, Siva and Parvati had 
been living on the top of Kailas. Parvati asked: “O venerable 
Lord, which of the many rituals observed in Thy honour doth 
please Thee most?” Lord Siva replied: “The thirteenth night of 
the new moon, Krishna Paksha, in the month of Phalguna 
(February-March) is known as Sivaratri, My most favourable 
Tithi. My devotee gives Me greater happiness by mere fasting 
than by ceremonial baths, and offerings of flowers, sweets. 
incense, etc. 

“The devotee observes strict spiritual discipline in the day 
and worships Me in four different forms in the four successive 
Praharas, each made up of three hours of the night. The 
offering of a few Bilva leaves is more precious to Me than the 
precious jewels and flowers, He should bathe Me in milk at the 
first Prahara, in curd at the second, in clarified butter at the 
third, and in honey at the fourth and last. Next morning, he 
should feed the Brahmins first and break the fast after the per- 
formance of the prescribed ceremonies. There is no ritual, O 
Parvati, which can compare with this simple routine in sanctity. 

Just hear, My Beloved, of an episode which will give you 
an idea of the glory and power of this ritual. 

“Once upon a time, there lived in the town of Varanasi a 
hunter. He was returning from the forest one evening with the 
game birds he had killed. He felt tired and sat at the foot of a 
tree to take some rest. He was overpowered by sleep. When he 
woke up, it was all thick darkness of night. It was the night of 
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Sivaratri but he did not know it. He climbed up the tree, tied his 
bundle of dead birds to a branch and sat up waiting for the 
dawn. The tree happened to be My favourite, the Bilva. 

“There was a Linga under that tree. He plucked a few 
leaves dropped them down. The night-dew trickled down from 
his body, | was highly pleased with involuntary little gifts of the 
hunter. The day dawned and the hunter returned to his house. 

“In course of time, the hunter fell ill and gave up his last 
breath. The messengers of Yama arrived at his bedside to 
carry his soul to Yama. My messengers also went to the spot to 
take him to My abode. There was a severe fight between 
Yama's messengers and My messengers. The former were to- 
tally defeated. They reported the matter to their Lord. He pre- 
sented himself in person at the portals of My abode. Nandi 
gave him an idea of the sanctity of Sivaratri and the love which | 
had for the hunter. Yama surrendered the hunter to Me and re- 
turned to his abode quickly. 

“The hunter was able to enter My abode and ward off 
death by simple fasting and offering of a few Bilva leaves, how- 
ever involuntary it might be, because it was the night of 
Sivaratri. Such is the solemnity and sacredness associated 
with the night". 

Parvati was deeply impressed by the speech of Lord Siva 
on the sanctity and glory of the ritual. She repeated it to Her 
friends who in their turn passed it on to the ruling princes on 
earth. Thus was the sanctity of Sivaratri broadcast all over the 
world. 


THE TWELVE JYOTIRLINGAS 
ahs are a stetet Aiea AA 
Taal WaT ARIAT AGI 
Weal Aare a, Stfeeat Haya 
ATTA WAM, ATT STEHT I 
anor 9 aay, Sirah raat 
feared F Han, Favre a Srarewai 3 
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tart Sattateistht are Ura: aeaT: | 
aa SH Ha UG, Grr faagahaiiyi 
Ul ste gram sarfateimran 


Saurashtre somanatham cha srisaile mallikarjunam, 
Ujjayinyam mahakalam-omkaram-amalesvaram. 
Paralyam vaidyanatham cha dakinyam bhimasankaram, 
Setubandhe tu ramesam nagesam darukavane. 
Varanasyam tu visvesam tryambakam gautamitate, 
Himalaye tu kedaram ghusrunesam sivalaye. 

Etani jyotirlingani sayam pratah pathennarah, 
Saptajanmakritam papam smaranena vinasyati. 

He who remembers the twelve Jyotirlingas morning and 
evening, becomes absolved from sins committed in seven 
previous births. The twelve Jyotirlingas are: 

1. Somanatha in Saurashtra (Gujarat), 2. Mallikarjuna in 
Srisaila (Andhra Pradesh), 3. Mahakala in Ujjain (Madhya 
Pradesh), 4. Omkaresvara in Amalesvara on the banks of 
Narmada (Madhya Pradesh), 5. Vaidyanatha in Parali 
(Maharashtra), 6. Bhimasankara in Dakini near Pune 
(Maharashtra), 7. Ramesvara in Setubandhana (Tamilnadu), 8. 
Nagesa in Darukavana (Gujarat), 9. Visvesa in Varanasi or 
Banares (Uttar Pradesh), 10. Tryambaka on the banks of 
Godavari in Nasik (Maharashtra), 11. Kedamath in Himalayas 
(Uttaranchal), and 12. Ghusrunesa (Gokarna) in Sivalaya, 
Karwar District (Karnataka). 

In Southern India, there are five famous Siva Lingas which 
represent the five elements. 

1. In Kanjivaram, Chengalput District (Tamilnadu), there is 
Prithvi Lingam. 2. In Tiruvanai Koil, Trichy District (T. amilnadu), 
there is Appu Lingam. The Lingam is always in water. Tiruvanai 
Koil is otherwise Known as Jambukesvaram. 3. In Kalahasti, 
Chittoor District (Andhra Pradesh), there is Vayu Lingam. 4. In 
Tiruvannamalai (Tamilnadu), there is Tejolingam (Aruna- 
chalesvaram). 5. In Chidambaram (Tamilnadu), there is Akasa 
Lingam. 
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SIVA NAMA KIRTAN 


. Sivaya Nama Om Sivaya Namah, 


Sivaya Nama Om Namassivaya. 

Siva Siva Siva Siva Sivaya Nama Om 
Hara Hara Hara Hara Namassivaya. 
Siva Siva Siva Siva Sivaya Nama Om 
Bhum Bhum Bhum Bhum Namassivaya. 
Sambasadasiva Sambasadasiva 
Sambasadasiva Sambasiva. 

Om Namassivaya Om Namassivaya 

Om Namassivaya Om Namassivaya. 

sates Sivaya Namah Om Sivaya Namah..... 


. Om Siva Om Siva Omkara Siva 


Umamahesvara Tava Charanam. 
Om Siva Om Siva Omkara Siva 
Paratpara Siva Tava Charanam. 
Namami Sankara Bhavani Sankara 
Girija Sankara Tava Charanam. 
Namami Sankara Bhavani Sankara 
Mridani Sankara Tava Charanam. 


. Hara Hara Siva Siva Sambo 


Hara Hara Siva Siva Sambo 
Hara Hara Siva Siva Hara Hara Sambo 
Hara Hara Siva Siva Sambo 
Hara Hara Siva Siva Sambo. 


_ Namaste Namaste Vibho Visvamurte 


Namaste Namaste Chidanandamurte 
Namaste Namaste Tapoyogagamya 
Namaste Namaste Srutiinanagamya. 


. Sankarane Sankarane Sambho Gangadharane, 


Sankarane Sankarane Sambho Gangadharane. 


. Kasivisvanatha Sadasiva, 


Bhum Bolo Kailasapati Bhum Bolo Kailasapati. 


. Hara Hara Mahadeva Sambho Kasivisvanatha Gange 


Visvanatha Gange Kasi Visvanatha Gange. 


8, 


10. 


11, 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15, 


SIVA YOGA MAALA 195 


Om Siva Hara Hara Gange Hara Hara, 

Om Siva Hara Hara Gange Hara Hara 

Om Siva Hara Hara Om Siva Hara Hara, 
Bhum Bhum Hara Hara Om Siva Hara Hara. 


. Mahadeva Siva Sankara Sambho 


Umakanta Hara Tripurare 
Mrityunjaya Vrishabhadhvaja Sulin 

Gangadhara Mrida Madanare 
Jaya Sambho Jaya Sambho 

Siva Gauri Sankara Jaya Sambho 
Jaya Sambho Jaya Sambho 

Jaya Gauri Sankara Jaya Sambho 
Rudram Pasupatim lsanam 

Kalaye Kasipurinatham 
Hara Siva Sankara Gaurisam 

Vande Gangadharamisam. 


Jaya Siva Sankara Hara Tripurare 
Pahi Pasupati Pinakadharin. 


Chandrasekhara Chandrasekhara 
Chandrasekhara Pahi Mam 

Chandrasekhara Chandrasekhara 
Chandrasekhara Raksha Mam. 


Agad Bhum Agad Bhum Bhaje Damaru, 

Nache Sadasiva Jagadguru 

Nache Brahma Nache Vishnu Nache Mahadeva, 

Kappar Leke Kaali Nache Nache Adideva. 
(Agad Bhum...) 


Nataraja Nataraja Nartana Sundara Nataraja 
Sivaraja Sivaraja Sivakami Priya Sivaraja. 


Bol Sankar Bol Sankar Sankar Sankar Bol 
Hara Hara Hara Hara Mahadeva Sambho Sankar Bol 
Siva Siva Siva Siva Sadasiva Sambho Sankar Bol. 


Jaya Jagad-Janani Sankata-harani 
Tribhuvana Tarini Mahesvari. 
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16. Jaya Gange Jaya Gange Rani 
Jaya Gange Jaya Hara Gange. 


17. Devi Bhajo Durga-Bhavani 
Devi Bhajo Durga 
Jagad-Janani Mahishasura-Mardini 
Devi Bhajo Durga. 


18. Radhe Govinda Bhajo Radhe Gopal 
Radhe Govinda Bhajo Radhe Gopal. 


19. Bruhi Mukundeti Rasane (Bruhi) 
Kesava Madhava Govindeti 
Krishnananda Sadanandeti (Bruhi) 
Radha Ramana Hare Rameti 
Rajivaksha Ghana Syameti (Bruhi). 


20. Gauri Ramana Karunabharana 
Pahi Kripa-Purna Sarana 
Nilakantha-Dhara Gaura Sarira 


Natha Jana-Subhakara Mandara (Gauri) 
Balachandra-Dhara Punya-Sarira 
Suma-Sara-Mada-Hara Sankara (Gauri). 


21. Piba Re Rama Rasam Rasane 
Piba Re Rama Rasam 
Durikrita-Pataka-Samsargam 
Purita Nana Vidha Phala Vargam (Piba Re) 
Janana-Marana-Bhaya-Soka Viduram 
Sakala Sastra-Nigamagama-Saram  (Piba Re) 
Paripalita-Sarasija-Garbhandam 
Parama Pavitrikrita Pashandam (Piba Re) 
Suddha-Paramahamsasrama-Gitam 
Suka-Saunaka-Kausika-Mukha Pitam (Piba Re). 


22. Sivoham Sivoham Sivoham Soham 
Sivoham Sivoham Sivoham Soham 
Satchidananda Svarupoham. 


23. Chidanandarupah Sivoham Sivoham 
Chidanandarupah Sivoham Sivoham. 
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24. Arunachala Siva Arunachala Siva 
Arunachala Siva Aruna Siva, 

Arunachala Siva Arunachala Siva 
Arunachala Siva Aruna Siva. 


“2 


ee 6 sw 


Chapter XV 
SIVA STOTRAM 


ft [Sra-sisclrazeid-onaracit 


3% rara aa: 

o% yew AA: 

3% wifisrarra an: 
oe Teas An: 

de Arearcitizara aH: 
S FperaTures AA: 


. 3 fanpagara aa: 
gh. 
9. 
38. 
2%. 
23. 
24. 
zs. 
2%. 
3%. 
33. 
34. 
29. 
2%. 
¥R. 
¥3. 
4. % 


Se aferaararara AA: 
ge WHATS AA: 
3% yrata aR: 

3% fariaavara an: 
ge Jura aa: 

oe IAT AA: 

3% WME AA: 

Se Hlethlela AA: 
3 Hara an: 

3 TITS AA; 

oe thereat aH: 
rp ainliil 


Rs 

¥. 

q. 

é. 
Ro. 
22. 
gy. 
ga. 
Re. 
WoO, 
22. 
2%. 
2&4. 
24. 
30. 
32. 
2%. 
34. 
22. 
Yo. 
2. 
Se. 
S&. 
¥e. 


198 


3 Wea AA: 
de foarte aH: 
3% aTaea4ra aa: 
S watea Aa: 

3% RT AN: 

3 Gear AA: 
o fatafaera an: 
3% sftavsra AR: 
3% Vara an: 

oe faereangira Aa: 
3% frarhara aa: 
S% watterst AR: 
Se Be aA Aa: 
o> Mere ara Aa: 
oS Fara aA: 
Se USAT AA: 
ge Werenra An: 
3% Marat an: 

3 aqua AA: 


go FAVTSST AU: 
3% aratrara an: 
3 aaa 7a: 

So WaRTS AN: 

32 BIA ASA AA: 


SIVA STOTRAM 199 


¥%. 3% Flag aM: 

G2, 3» aaa an: 
Qu. 3 Galfrara aa: 
uu. Se ARWa AW: 
ue. 3 Warada Aa: 
4a. oe quate aa: 
G2. o Tritera an: 


G3. Se QanTAgNa aH: 


Ru, Se fitter an: 
G9. Se Hiaaraa AA: 
&%. G2 Wad An: 

9. S Weparara aH: 
93. Ss» WiTgearias aM: 
io4, Go SaSTS AH: 


oo. Qe Bretamara an: 


98. Se Yaad An: 
2%. 3 afedeaa an: 
63. 3% wey aM: 
é4, 3 aaa aa: 
9. S% INVada AH: 
0%. de Hara aa: 
92. Se Fea aa: 

93. S$ fara an: 


Q4, gx Heqara an: 


is. Se Yaeraite Aa: 


99. Qe SATeATETa Aa: 


202, gS» UNAaiye an: 
02, ds UeaIaTa aa: 
Qo, satiwara au: 


Qol9, Se Atala AR: 


ko, 
&R. 
uy, 
&&. 
4d, 
Ro, 
a2. 
aY. 
&&. 
G¢. 
go, 
is%. 
9%. 
9%. 
9d. 
co. 
22. 
eX. 
2%. 
cé. 
go. 
2. 
R%. 
Rg. 
2. 
200, 
Roz. 
20%. 
Rog. 
Rod, 


os aAAATA AA: 
Ss Wagaya AH: 
oe fayayara an: 
Sa TOTS AA: 
Se fRrvaraa aa: 
> frites an: 
o> qaTa aa: 

3 ata an: 

3s firititara an: 
Se WNT AH: 
3% yaurtara an: 
os Fenda Wa: 
Se WTA AA: 
Sh WRTAASATS AA: 
Sh Bala AR: 

ga turora AH: 

os fenrarra an: 
oe SACHIN AM: 
Se Ygravera aA: 
3 USUI AA: 
ge UTTanraara Aa: 
Se Uyada TA: 

ga Wereara An: 
Se BA AR: 

Ss Heras AH: 
oe Bra Aa: 

Se Wea AR: 
3 BEATS AA: 

Se SAeaTa AA: 


os UVa AA: 


ll sta oft ra-srerasra-araractt 1 


200 


“oO 


gu. 
R19. 
28. 
2%. 
RR. 
Bh. 
9. 
2%. 
3%. 
33. 
4. 
29. 
3%. 
“8. 


ce 


4g. 
42. 
&&. 
KI9. 


2 eo fw 


LORD SIVA AND HIS WORSHIP 


oficcauschazoictorsialct: 
3 aries Aa: 2. Se Wereed aU: 
Se afrarara an: ¥. d UMmyad aa: 
3% Syad aM: &. oe aivad am: 
Sh aires AH: é. Se waayad aH: 
3% Ward aH: 20. Se fanaa an: 

. oe Wart aa: 22. de wirwed an: 

. o> meee aH: 2X. o* wien aR: 
oe Wanvsarhs aH: 28. Se Hereula an; 
Se TRTATATS AA: 92. 3% ATeyad aU: 

So Mires AA: zo. de ama an: 

Se aan aA: 22. d ampere aH: 
os Feat aH: 2¥. 3 fag an: 

oe Wet AM: 2. de Wafahgrart AA: 
o Taye aa: 2¢. Ge, WarHead AH: 

3 wagtiearehet am: «=. 30, 3 Aaged am: 

Se Bayes aH: 32. S Gara aH: 

ge Saag aA: 3%. % aera aa: 

ge wraed aH: 3%. S Tara aM: 

os Saraetang aH: 32. 3 anTava aH: 

3% anttrea an: ¥o, Se AMAA et AA: 
Se VaaTaehs AR; «= YR. Se WeTPethyed aa: 

. & ayaa an: ¥¥. 3 Wars an: 

de anfenearaerr aa: = x8. Se Quaerd aa: 

. & Warrants an: ¥¢. Se quachied aH: 

. o Rare an: qo, Se fayrened 7: 
oe mesa aa: G2. 3 wurfaar an: 
gh Hien aU: Gy, Se sacar aa: 
Ss SATs AH: GG. de Uaratheet aa: 
ge WeTaaea Aa: Gc. 3% na: fergra aa: 


KS. 
&%. 
a2. 
qu. 
G9. 
&&. 
9%. 
93. 
9%, 
iol9, 
9. 
2%. 
¢3. 
é4, 
29. 
é&. 
R3. 
83. 
gu. 
R9. 
8%. 
fog, 
fox, 
Roy. 
Zols. 


SIVA STOTRAM 


3 Tarai an: 

ge QUSqueaihua AH: 
3 Havaianas aH: 

3 areanwariaara aA: 
Se TEAS AU: 

os yanhiaretiey an: 
3% Taare eat aH: 

3% Taaarnr an: 

3% artivad an: 

3% AAMAMATANTa AA: 
3s Ware AT: 

Se Sea AA: 

oe eae AN: 

oe aera AH: 


oh aeaqnueeanfvsara an: 


3% WATT AH: 

3s aarhrara aa: 
Se Frat AA: 

3 elas Aa: 

3S ATA Aa: 

oh arTqacs AH: 

o Rraaainget aa: 
Ss Hofaqeara aa: 
Se aigargrantest TH: 
So TerHTea aa: 


Ro, 
&2. 
ay. 
&&. 
G2. 
igo, 
92. 
9X. 
9%. 
92. 
20, 
22. 
2%. 
c&. 
ce. 
Xo, 
2. 
RX. 
ga. 
Re. 
200, 
202, 
20%, 
qok. 
R02, 


201 


3% Arar aR: 

ge teqeranirst aa: 
3s ursaiieara an: 

3% wawaiieaehivd aH: 
Se yratea an: 

So areata AH: 

oe wares AH: 
3% eftrotaartaea aH: 
> arahtrgel an: 

os aaa aH: 

Se UTquUSseratheas AA: 
Se SSUES AA: 

Se Saas AH: 

oe GanvScranad An: 
oe reat aH: 

3% Pravda aa: 

Se FATS AH: 

3 areal aa: 

3% vagaries an: 
o> amaicuedt aH: 

3 aliterertea aH: 
Se Typagares aa: 

Se Huta aH: 

3% Waa AR: 

S% sfreretexat aH: 


ll gta sftecasragraamrater: 


202 LORD SIVA AND HIS WORSHIP 


xer {SraolRistord] 
ak 3% aHisxaqaa wend weanrafarteared 
SGA) FOIA Wad Pea SPT TAI 8 II 
oo wa Tae ee ara wea Pifeerefier, fra sea all ca AT 
aed fied a A Wear WENT HAT SIT ss KM R 
Fereall 2 


aeuterarataa wornfa a airia 3 RR RAEI 

faquayde geafa eed geafem, fra ead yeatent, 
frac qed frac Hed Gaeacatean rea J 2 fra 
yen area, fara yen araad, Hora AY] aeUTeNoTT TAT 
QU] YL ATA 3% BX SX BL FETA II 

am aq tafe zWesated, Bra qzeassted, 
aa wale aT aH get aT PrswATe| A A I-A 
at aad, fia ae aread, aaerpfere srypsrferre 
ARAHA HRA 34 K KK ATCA 


Rares SRUTATAUTAH| 2 BL RU RU AEPAIl 
waar geal ask area, Bra sgh aread, dhs 
gen thier faypde-aad vedi sf agaist ee act 


SIVA STOTRAM 203 


qa, fra ee ane yea, sacitaafa aes Racial Ger, 
go APA 3% BR St ARTIC 

ee taafa Are vangudid, fra varaueid, amianr 
fits amar amt eq afvefera garnet 
at-Rra-WaR-ST ATAARTY] S% BL RL RK ATCA I 

war anfaana gaa sla Heal fra gad eft Heat WA 
Reena wey ised at afta aitata sfaies gos 4: 
aed fra vad a: ed Rraargss veals Rags Teals Hae 
A: YA 3 BC RC RC ATA 8 oll 

wa Tet et fra sa fifterefigr, fara sa eM ca AT 
qe fed a OT Wes WH ST We oe KM RM RK 
FETE 21 

\ sta aft fradist SEA 


LORD SIVA AND HIS WORSHIP 


aiet fSraeeronafer: 
3% Fra CANT GUS Fea SATHTT, 
ae nae a3 ype, 
ae THSTTAT SF aE ae Aa VTA | 
Tat Taree URE Taare BA, 
Wel Fas Gee weg Merrit ery 
AMT YIM Ft eal SHeHalsd APM STAT, 
eevee abil vein 
PUI FROTTA AURA YS TET 
Waladed eeanfae va sartrated jar 3 11 
Qeaanay chat Taya 
ferata afe welcat set adap 
malt ga orate a A athe vit 
cata ara a faa cana 
waa FYea Gal caval 
cana frensfant rata 
ras We AH a Sa 


i be takes oe “INI 
ll sta fracararater: arguriii 


SIVA STOTRAM 205 


ster fsraqvarsiier: 
@it 3%] 4sq assasrd ear: aA salts get =raql as 
ath APSA: Gad Aa Ys Gea: fed Sar: || 
3% Tats wea fea) aat aa Axara Heel a A 
FTA AMAA Well ATA AAA SarGl Ferra aaanrrg 
Fenris 74: II 
3% favaaeaged favadl wa favadt areed fayaedard| 
dare safe werasaaNe Saas TH 
3% eens fase Hereara efhatel dal ea: Tateara|| 
ARRAN Sareea Al 
wasedie fea wert WAPI 
ll sf fraqearstter: Bequrii 
facdiscepa 
fed fren faa a Para 
fasarrqdertatsed Savery 81 
fammatsicatara afeas: Bact: YH: 
Brags arent daferes Srartory 2 
srausfacarant Yard afecnvat| 
Yeahd saat aeafered Rrarsory| 311 
wifes fears srg Sts 
arraaenatptacd Srarderqiyil 
afdateceatt arsed a 
alffaaaerendafacd Srartory 4 || 
MSA: Sd Sea Hereaey = Pray 
facdaal vacant epfeca frardoryy& II 


LORD SIVA AND HIS WORSHIP 


axl faragary taht WAT 
aaRoaaeeRaafacs Srartory| sll 
Feral areas Hera Feropa hah 
amd: Rarer aafaed fargo <i) 
facawaitie yoy a: wafesaafaei 
aaarafataer: Praca 

Nl git fararese arquiy | 


foranfesar: SA 
civiivannes 


aaTly feretvacqreraasy || 

alert: OK d GAfagal aeraexft 
Ridden deagarcala fir: | 
Hasse: Ba: Tanferahorgrahe yoy 
FATaG: ela et Prevare: aia: 121 
Sdid: ar da a fear arenaaal- 
ese 4 atraahied shaky 
OFS See: Bian: Hey farsa: 
4¢ tates Gale a AA: HET A Fa: 1/21 
qyeha ara: GHA Pftaaa- 

aa ser fe arta qapifaeragen 
ay cae ah MHA Yad: 
Tifieistrapaer afeetateranis 31 
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fared Sarnia feraura seh Seles: 


finda: fa ara: a aq faequaayas 
EMT ara gate fesqotart sf 
WAAAY CAPATTAATS EM Sa: 
Peis Hivaapacata Ales STA: 14 
aS ala: eqaaaadi she srrat- 
nfersran fe vatattearees vate 

SA al Pal Qarss FH; TAR: 


TA ATA TTA ANS FANE 


TH TAA GAT Fall | 
Hale: azar Taps ae wh: 
aeaie ddd ate TAT 

Ben ahs sald ¢ Tague 

4 fe areas fase waataicl 
ga aivaced aHcmaecayane 

att Hemet sora rahe Sreafarra| 
arse aes feta Fa 
eqafsah cal 4 Gel AA YET SAIS 
dazed aoragak fateh: 
qhtedy Aaa ea: | 
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ad aire fiir aq 

waa ae) aa a Pate werfailg o|| 
Tacae Pyaar 

SN ASAT TT TTR GUC 
Rr-wasinraracnesleeae: 
ferrarcaecbhagret fap istatery 2 2 1 
FAS aCaTaH ea Ysa 
aqeancha4 sty caattiaad fara: || 
HAA Wee Sara eras sa 

wiest cereareiqyaqaradl Weta Ger: 112 I! 


a HAG: Hus da a Hed a fae 
faerists verreal Yaa espTera ha: 112 YI 
afta ta afaeht wearer 

ade Fea sofa afat ser fairer: 

a Waa cara - 

TR: aaa Ft fe Sg Gear: TATA II 
Fel Weraaeasitt AEA AMATE 

ae FrensPerespsra hero ErTory | 
ealceesd sear yasieratsade 
aaa ca Aca aq ata fayarig & II 
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eras yater teed qa AY: |All 
wy: eet aw Maghacrsl AM 
TUT Seg WOT: IK Sta 
feud aise Poaequarssntata— 
faa: fis<ai a we Weta: wales! 
ahead Bled eaters yeat- 
dea denser pace | 
Tal Vaeeen: Teearat asraTsT 
sar wera Faqeet ST STATS 31 
Fat Ga Saat wear! saAAT 
a oy Weaed Heil WEI! - 
AR HIT HAY Hetaaaya 
aa AGI TEA Getta: HAA FA: (Zo lI 
fares cat: waTfacetsreqa ya - 
HSA ass WOE AST: YOM: | 
PA: HI PoaaAsatal 
Ta Ad: aeraahrann fe ASTI: 1128 1 
TSA Aa Wawa Tar sheak 
Td tea Rays ATT 

said Ranft 
sad ASeMls pala A PATI: 11221 
TAI FAIA TTI 
Te: YE TS TT THT | 
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afe ao edt anfixa terefaea- 

aaft caagl Fa ale WPM Baas: 112311 
VaMrsashler Set frat: Bea- 
Pramsrearety: erty qerttetattet: | 

wed whet da dag aHanhaa 
cater ate Ger Tea 12x11 

TA: Serphad afaeamauraraed: 
Teg: wagatereitea tase: | 
qatar Be sa Pasa 
SeeeereTeS FHA aPTRAeebeT AAPL 24 1 


aq fase aalte ¢ ae a wale i26 | 
peda oy bli ag 


3243 -wy ahioncmaet 
Bae Sed Tar IRI OTA TEA) 1291 | 
Wa: Wal ey: ayo: Aene— 


fares amet ufireaaaesisfer wad 12211 
wat afesra fraea efasra a ani 

qq: ates Great afer a AA: | 

7a after Baas afasra a vat 

7a: aaed  afechata ata a aa 11281! 
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favaieqet Wara aal an: 
Yaad acsen BWA AAI AA: | 
waa Aealiget STs AH AH: 
saefe ve freee fara aat AH: 11201 
prafoa da: Fea H AE 
& a aa yodhigiert svagig: | 
sfa afraadiepee AT UieReTeTE— 
AE OTA ATTEN TST 3 2 1 
sifeatiited eared aera faq 
Gaara erat Waza 
ferafe afe qétcat sRel UdaTe 
aafy aa mora ae a arta 1321 


aa gate 
— Prprersaret | 


THAME: TIAA 
efameargga: SAAN STH | |S 3 1 
BRET Yste: HANA, 

Gola Waa Bsr: FA a: | 

a vata facie ears 
SECCCICARECICE JIGLIbMiERal 

dan a avedie sa armifeen: feat: | 
AAAS Het Atelet SSAA LS 4 I 
sreqarafae Sas yos Teresa | 

aed water rafivaractar| 1361 
nemaw cat Afesat ara eae: | 
SANTA Heat afet TA AR: TABI 
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PPM Farsas: 
WiMeaataeeaeaey STS: | 

a aq fa afeet we wares trq- 
eraarereareitecrtect Af: 113¢ | 
Raa rina 

ata afe was: srsaferta sar: | 
asta fraerita feat: STH: 
SAHA FOTSeRATOA AT 133 1 
reapers ries 

ear fefearretor afer | 
HSI Ueda saleda 

attire sate seater ar: iy 1 
ser area Fa ASS RUTCAT: | 
afta dat aaa: sSieat # aarfira: tie | 
Weed 44 WS ATH a aga | 

dead aeiat ca ale waa |e? 

Ll shet sftqererdrardfartead Rranfteaedta anqury || 


a12t fstazafer: 
d@ Ferea fra wat TH saad a Age 
Fears Teas Yl WTA FS ASAT 
w fa wert Met ae esi 
a Teast sere aprsftghtarey 18 1 
a eA Sat went feta atts aa eres 
wa wee se seat fora aitteret Sa eT 121 


3 AH: Waditaa Re BT Hela 
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acur -fsrazda: 

Taeel aha Fa aa 
FAG Spa Tant 

Waleanah Say Sa 1 | 

fas f : Sees | 
ferenrerieghatatata 

VeMeatsS TY TAAL || 
firétar worst Tet Ateratt 

TAGES TOMAT TTA 

vara Wt Taaaay! 1311 


yee vate gat QoS IY | 
enaish ‘all 
fie Poseratanaa 
qal Bad Wea 24 fava 
ait wast clad aa faye isl 
q yf amt a afed ag- 
4 ARTA 4 eat a Paarl 
a treat a aiid a eat a ast 
q genes afdaaid ats 6 11 
fa act Wa ATT 
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aia aaa 
Wael UW Wad SaStaq I I 
Ted aHEd fest fava 
aed THe Faery | 
Ted We TTA Ty 
AST THE Ale NC I 
wat sera fast favaara 
werea ses es Baa 
RarHT Wet SR Fat 
Tag GOAT A ATM A VA: 1181 


ea ef fe faeenfa wevattsfa 12011 
cad wrevafa ta wa GAT 
waa fasta says fazer 
raed Teafa wa aTeadts 
ferme et strat favaratty 12 8 1 
ll sfa fhresearadiatad acaniaaia aren |i 


off fSraareaygon 
Se Stross AH: 
tet: ican feast: Sa fees 
AMReTayled WHat BSA | 
wdrarenfacaqatad FI se YT ai 
ata aa caret oepod eenfetd Weave 1 
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atanl aftravercrtfad wa yet Wee 

yey Gafad qalelaad Taree GAA 
WMA wei that Bias sae 
ana Hae war fathead wear Tat Sata 1 
oF Ta ast alesis A 

dion sitqaraecHerttd 4 Fer Aa 

arent sofa: taftsetaen acsaet AAT 
He Baltd da fast Yar Fert TAT 11311 
area va fifter afd: aera: wT: Be TSA 
aan: veal: vefanfafa: earth eat Prt 
Face aa ddehast WA AaRTAAALI¥ II 
sald ety wiafes at at rarest FSq) 


Fa Wa ene} ararea STENT | 
\| sf sftfStasrraqst Saraa || 
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lish SG aa all 
do ey AGATA, SAK B:, AAT Ba:, 
aataficsed aserafeea:, WAySs: A Uy sel Zac! AA: 
fraafa sig fraqcafa oft: aerarfa tc 
ttarsraaisravaeagas ao fafart: | 


% WT cal Td same Bla HalTAaaETAH| 
STs Fe FAIA BM: qaqa! FX 
arena FH: || 

344 wag 4 ha a Aspe 4B ag 4 daa 4 ag a 
ya 4 Fea 4 aa A aa A gla a A aa a 8 el aA 
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ana} afead fad a 191 Aes a diag A aa aA Ga 4 saa 
Ada a aaa Fad Sa Asad SB Asa a Asa A Slats 
* delged a asa a Aswad aa gaa a a aT aA 
gfe a All 

3% Sed: fed: Med: 
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ll thesuea: I 


UeIsHISopalep: 
3% FH Wad SAP || 

oe Wed th WA Sdld Sa Aa: TA seq a 
Tea t A492] aa Sy: Kraan fra aye 4 8q:) Brat ween 
a da Ca Al BF GSA a St ee Prat aaah aa 
qaqa wear Pifterararestfel ars fifeta eae 
ferretedal rat Fifta at pe ar fe ah: Ges sera) fra aaa cal 
fiers aa a: wdiremeqa © gar 3raq 
Aa raalracH AAT sear rs ssl. af Palos aT 
Gf UAT] Se RAT SE Sa AY: BAHeA:| BS AT say BPA 
feeq R11 frat: Peaisaar. os Saal sat alsaadia stenfial 
facifed:| St4 Wa stewrageacert:| sea fear @ esi 
Weald 4:1 Fat eg Alenia wear aige seit a sper 
ease CasHAT:| Wa dareagualftasay| area 
SST STAN VA A Hal AT) Baa VA Tea Wage 
Pat seat yar Brat a: gaat val fass aq: Hated fastest 
qa 3d sae ary Faafe:| ara eediges ea 
aa d o:) daseifaaccarena ofteya) ane 
FAIA YS] SAIN F AAT ASMA Ta AAAI 
Od aaa ehcp faa: set a syftrerart senate 
AAI MES AA: || 

Ted sey waders vera sera que 
Ranta arentesa dese gear ada 
aalrara aarerears AH: | 
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fecdkalisoparep: |! 
aa fewraed Sart fest a yaa saat qa gets 
ehaesret: UggaT Fed aa ae: feiss fears well yaa AAT 
qa aq fasntsami waa aval aa eka FEMI 
Gada Al Al WaT Sed STAT Te AAT AAT Saas AAT 
da Fal AA: Waseca SAM Vert AAT AAAI leas 
EQUA FAT Tas AA AAT Aa aT Ss HAT Gers AAT AAT 
yaad ahtacpariadia waa qa ae SaieraEad TAT 
Uda Aa) aa: Healer sad Saal Tas AAI 
ddlesojarep: 
7a: GeaMe Penta sre gad Aa aa: HPA 
Raft Sart saa aul aa Prafeor saferra cea Geta TAY 
at aaa aiaad ear Fda al aa Prats aicaTaear 
gaat ant qa: wanfaeat fra © aeeit yea dad aa 
ar sfernaueh aasargea: vet ae aa rH seoT fat fear 
PAA Wa Al AAsloll TASHA wafarsa al qal AA 
Maas; Wass Fl a za Srareoqen fagsesaz al 
AR aa STA: MAMA Bl Aa AA: GSA BIA aT 
qa aaheBS Tagsaay al at Aa: GAA: auraiaray al 
AR AAT Sa Saag Al AAI AAI 


ade2isoarD: tI 
ay arenttrieanr fafaeadieaa at aval aR Soereg | 
edieag at Fat AAT Wea geataeaa St Fa AAT arte 
qraaaeaa at aa aat wept wears at aat saat fests 
fasta dl at qa wees: ggaray al aal aml 
rereaisag al Ast AAT Tae 81| Tafa al AAT aa: 
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ara: Saha at aa aa: age: dada al ant 
FAA AAHAY Fl AT AA: Heer: HUA al al aH: 


Gisseen Fares at Tat Aa SHA GaSe al at aa 
Wg: aaa al vat va: ava: aoe St Aa:118 ol 


UzaAlSofares: 

Tal Waa A esa FAA: Bala a aga at slenflars a 
Paftanvard a Aa: Bales S SNA AH: BRIANA a Waa 
a at fitter a fafifaers a aa Atgenra ayaa a aA Sears 
a Sa 4 AA aed a adie 4 Aa Ser a Aaa II2 II 
qn aha a yaaa a aa ara arise a aa: eifwara a 
Thay 4 Aa Sea was wan: Gaen a dere 
Alle il 


1S 156) AYa) (oI Ceo | 

7a Ser a Ser a aa: Yass ST a A ea 
SITs ST Sas a Beara SH: Bhar = ylaeata 
4 a area ae a an sdala | eer a a: ST 
Waar 4 Aa a a HAI A AA: Hara a ufawaa 
AR 31 FA ST VA Aa: WRIA Arahed a aA 
aft 4 aette a an fafer a Hake a aa: yar yaaa 
Alle vil 


BHAISAID: | 
Tal SSI Beta a A OTS SVM a) Gard a 
ofedr a ant Profs sayfa uw anes arate a an: 


Qu 4 Ga 3 Aa: YIM Fas aa: Hea a 
fay 4 AA: YS SF AR AAT ATEN a ATT AN 2 4 
7a: RAM aaa 4 al ala aaelay a ant eqs a 
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faqera 4 74 Sars sired a aa arena a tears a AAT 
aaa AEG 12 & | 
SISCHISOFAICD: I 

qa: BAM 4 Rad A AAT SR OAH: We 4 
qd oan sors fia a aa Stila a aura a Aa eA 
a eda a aa gare ehtaaeteal THe FAA F Hala a 
AW: Wed VW We a aa: Pram a Praawa Fz 
Treats a Bea A AH: Wala araala 4 AR: TaN 
SAO SI AH aaa SA SA: TAT Fe Aa: 
fH a Vara A |i 


oaASOAID: |] 

ay shear a wear ae: fe. Sears a aI AH: 
afer a Yona SAA) Sa Sees ATA ea 
47a: Heda a Veter a aa ees waves a AH: oT. 
qa AT Wea a Aa: SA a eters Saal cI 
FAA A231) Aa Heals a Bala A AH: Weal | TIA 
a STAs aired a Aa sifeaad s wieaad a FATS; 
ffteeat carat. geaea ant faetorent qal fafaraceeal Aa 
Pea AA STA ACH AA: 112 0 | 


GQTAISOfAID: II 
a sraaerd aftadtecifed| Ua Yeas! Vea AT 
dafsd al wai fe sara) ar a ea Prat aqfsrar faaredasii 
frat eeea Fash aa at gs saa gar. waa aad wafer 
aah wre Atay! za a: Waafese ager fad ye oA 
SSA 28 SATE BST AT Ral AT HaeHTY BASIC TAT 
fate al aed a ala aguas fia devas da ex woe AT al 
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Weraya OT at adem OT a Sereaga a a Sara! AT Al saeh: fren 
Ala Aree fa AT ARTS SRA] HT TR aaa AT a 
ame art mg a at aay dita daar at = 
widisadieanad are fet a sent thet sq yRaey 
aaa GAH Ff Seq tat a at aft a 2a Gee a a: ws 
postesel:| PS 311 Aa Was Far Wa APATES yA! FSI 
aha e Har sed sreaftareg Sar: wont exes Besos 
oh rarer qiiaa:| sa fer wrasse digesta 
warm yea) digen fraan frat a: quar wal WA gar 
arqeafaar aft aa sirat fareeq wil fasrerrfel fasts 
facitfed Ted Seq Ta: | Wed Vea. eee” a: 
ea Gea Aeatedta Sea: | TATA sea: Geely AST 
PA 
VIGMISoaIG: |] 

Cea Gea a Sal Sl YY) Aa. Pease 
wala afer vectasatel war aft ftenfiarfenitavar: 
Wal AY; TAT: | Atesflareeraavsr fea. eat Sara: A gag 
aes fteniar facitfea:| & yerarafiadat fafrare: 
auted: | a stay fafa oay fradt sami a vat ofaera 
Uegal seq! 3 date wea gaa Aso) 7 
Utada Yat. wa feet ear faaher) da. aeaaisrsaeaiha 
cafe qat exe a gyfer Aseaka a fefa aun ari 
atfayaedeat ex artes fern ax uetstendrtidenteatetean 
qed Al HSaeg a a fest aa at Se a al wey Ser VWI 

3% ras oat gaia yfeadag) zaleafira 
Peay as AIST Sl kal Sat at sreg aw silaefty al 
eal faa Yaaraay cA Sara AAT Steg wy Ble a: fag: Guear 
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a fae aafa desea seas BT aaa ee TaeaTgy 
cae) Ba A ee waa A aae:| sa A feaastisa _ 
fraasia:| 4 a wees Ten Fea Hela etal ARTS 
Aa Balad FAME HII Sel Yess Arell 3% AH wad 
tala fara ged ufel srenat oferta eet ar fags: 
qaTaaT aaa || 


a srifed: sed: Sra) 
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I] darepay I 
Ue Soparep: | 

o% Salas assert at-g ar fir: grasa 
asa 4 yeaa 4 yafas 8 ofafia 8 eifta a aga a are a 
rors H aaah ghia A Sifsa A gag Ff wg Asa: I) a 
tama dsga a fad a4 anit aa area 8 ag A age a 
Maa cag 8 aa a4 Sse ges yaya 8 aA sre 
aH aad ata sist ais wave faa 
wrerater A 21 


fecikasojares: I 
Sew a F sifted a 4 aay A ay Asay Aseysy B 
STs 8 Aten a 8 afar a a or aa ant a a sees a as 
a4 giea 4 ae a8 agra A rea A aa asa? 
freatta 4 shter a 4 alee A ord 3 A Set aa a aa 
Gra a4 fad a4 da aa yg aa afer a gi aa qa aA 
He 4H Blea 4 aga a 4 safte 8 ofa a gate Avil 


acikasoyares: | 
44 Fag 9 fhe a Asqara 8 maf has 8 ae a 
4 aay aa A ae A maf eo aa aaa wal aa 
ama 4 afta 4 faa a4 Ae a alae a aa a8 ya a 
4a a 8 wag 4 oad a Asad a Asaeq | Ase 7 
Saga 4 dag 4 Asta a asa aa gaa waa aa 
qa a 4 afer a Agi! 
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aqeaisoar: | 
wre 8 Ysa a 8 ae 4 tae 4 ad a YF aha 
adifas 4 afta 4 gira 4 Sa aH ahaa a 4 ta A aa A 
qe ah ufea 4 fay aiell Ay aH ae aA yaaa ay 
qiat a Astataa 4 paras Asa a Aseeq H digas Haare 
ama 4 frena A Aaa A aeaay A Mey A Aqua 4 
frerrasy Asoraay A yaaa H flares Alc l| 
U2THAISofarD: || 
sal a 4 yf a A frag 4 vada 4 fara 4 
arerdaa & fed a asaya did a 4 aga a va aa ale a 
Hsia y aaa H Sieg A sles A Per G19 || WSHeTSA 
a4 OTT Baga Sa Aga eta fra aH fatal A yt a 
Hy afta a ag a4 gatas y oe a 8 ofa Ysa 4 ung 4 fast 
mat All ol 


GSSISoGID: II 
af 4 eae Fase eae 4 Ula a gaa 4 ater 
aH eae 4 SH sae 4 gecaiaa 4 gaa 8 hag a ea 
FOU H SRA H CAB AAV Sea 4 Ma aA Seas 4 fay 
H eae USta a H Sag 4 Heda 4 gaa F faa aH cal gee a 
gfydt a 4 aa Assia aH gael 4 cha 4 saa 4 femal 4 
Sara FA a A Sas HVS A SS AI I 


BHAISoAID: || 
B_ ya 4 tae Aserag Ashratas 4 Sa_ ys Asaaaa 
y t-sarag 8 aaa 4 anfag 8 ulasenaa A yA 4 
ret ay smagA Y ayacay 4 yas A dana y 


226 LORD SIVA AND HIS WORSHIP 


AGIAN 311 Ashes 4 tas A dacag 4 Hecadiara A 
Wiese 4 sles 8 arfaaa 8 areaaa 4 og 4 oiefiaaa 4B 
SASS AMZ YI 
WMSCHISOATD: I 

sya 4 aféa 4 afea 4 fefeirna 4 gaa 4 aaa 4 
Tams WY cara A sorara Asset a A Fores 4 
arent a 4 ona 4 sreadiag 4 ane a 4 faut a A 
Teg F wea A Ween ¥ waa Asayaa 4 cana 
ALI 


AAAISOAID:|I 
afta a aes Sshy A ea 4 oma Asatea 4 oleae a 
Asfefrah fafa a ata a retires fee F Aa Hea 


ta a 8 eee F aga a den a A aaa 4 Gal A ad a 
Yseaaasean Feat a A AAA HeIATAN 2 Ell 
GQIAISOATD: II 

Tis A aca 4 cafag 8 ai a 8 feesare a A feat 4 
qaifas 8 yard a8 fracas 8 ac a 4 qa a 4 gate a 
Basar a8 ald aH Sa A a a ANA FA Aes 
Fears 8 Oya 4 Sree Heal UM Ag Heal AWA 
HTM AM) Aas Heda Belg Hera Ala AM Besa Fal 
Wa edd aaa BeTaa UA Hegd Bal aq 
HOTA CII 


U@MISSISoaID: | I 


tal aH faa Aya aa ae aaa a a a4 
Alen FA yaa ay aves a 4 aaas a 4 wala. slaw a 
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waif wea 4 ata wits a aula. aide a sale. alae a wae 
‘Wreath reat A STASI 2 S| ASST aA Glew BA ie aA 
fa_ aida a aga sida Aserfa_ sia A aa srt A wefa_ ra 
Hy aak_ wa A agacak_ wa Assracak_ wa A asa 
WaMsTa HI Fag qal a alsaaarasrsaa Haas 
yards |Z oll 

31 dagdqéatideciicesamar fier fesefaa 2a: 
aera: grata raat ar fe - dy ae) ay sire ay aeenty 
AY afeeia AYA eae aragEa. ATO AMSAT AT Say 
arg MT faetsqAeAI 

3% Ritfed: fet: MPAA 


3% War eayy A: | 3% Fae] easy Ted FA: | 
3% Yala cara Aa: | 3% W4eT CAST Tet AH: | 
34 S31 Sag Aa] «= 3 SINT. PST Tet AH: | 
32 ayaa ears aH:| «3 aT Tet | 
3% Ga Ca AA: | $e CHE CAA Ted A: | 
3% Sura tara aH: | 3% SSI Aa] Tet AH: | 
sada ear aa] 3 ge eae a aH: | 
3% Hed @ar4 AH: | 3% Wadleaed Tet AA: | 


3% Paya Aa: | 3% reared AH: | 
3% Hala aa: | 3% Healers AA: | 
3% fears 7a: | 3% fears AA: | 
3% Yauta AA: | 3% Ganieras FA: | 
3% feoqry FA: | 3% fearerara 7A: | 
3% Wary AH: | 3% Yale AF: | 
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3% Bala Aa: | 3% Wafers Aa: | 
3% fia AA: | 3% firaterara 7a: | 
3% Tae AF: | 3% Saas FA: | 
3% STAM Fa: | 3% Sreaterares FA: | 
3% UAT FA: | 3% GaferaTa AA: | 


Tad Hes Ges Safran eartata wera ahaa 


aft; 3% Gan Sid WIEN Gan Sara BAA AA: | Wa Aa ATI 
qq Yay WT abe AH:| Gea Aal, Shes AA: ABTA AAT, 
SE14 AA: Al AA: Seas AA aaa AA Aca 
AA) AAIAAAY AG: VASA AAT TAA AAI 
FHOASA AOA AAA: | 
wae: Taya TARA HEY THETA: II 
3% aeqeaa fare Hereara Harel 
dal &%: Wateard| 
$a: adfaamiat: saya senferafasterneratetsian 
frat 4 steq Ger far 
3 am feewasred fewaania fewaena fewasat- 
Sfrareerers SAT ITA TAT AI 
ae Pasa el Me Fal Mg ANIA Cala ETA: | 
vafernigas:| Sed faerg as Bat steg fE7eI BT aI 
3% sited: sited: SPA: 
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Gel gI-3iRc 
32 Fa TT et, Care sar serdigr SR 


Wh SA Hh Gee, ATH a tl 32 4... 
War bea wd, ga faa aaa, «© cant ga aaa wa a 
qa arata at ara, ae fae aa all 3% W... 
Arg Tar qa At, we Te feet, Fart aor Te Fever 
G4 fe sik a gan, aa He fee oo a... 
GA GOT HTH, GH Scat, eat qs scare 
Tse WHA, TA wah Cael 3% WG... 
GA FO H GEN, GA Wer-sal earl Ga Wie -ral | 
Fa Ga ari, pat ae al eH... 
GH €l UH Snir, Gach wera, wart wae arora 
fore fate fret cara, ay a F ari 3% Wa... 
aay Gaedl, Ga tar Fe, Fart ga tah TR 
HIF BA SSA, AL FST Ai 3% FH... 
farsa ferear frerstt, arg eat ear, ear org et ear 


TE Uh ASS, Gea Al Sal | 3% Fa... 
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fSra-snRcit 
a4 fia aisrt, et aa fia Hier 
wen fae warsra Barat ARTI wa fra... 
Ua Sra, Gara Tt, fa Tara Tt 
Cae TRS, SATA TRS, TINTS STS] «STAT ART... 
al ya an aay, anys ¢ ale, fra ays ct lel 
dat eo fea, dat eo ean, Byes sa ate! aa fia... 
BAe GAMA, Vesna, ra sarah 
SAPS Ga, STAG ST, Het YARN «A Ara... 
Raat Fae, aearax 21% Bra ararax 3TH 
aaalen Tyan, GrHiien wydies, Yale VFI 
wa Ta 


Re Se aa Fe al, Bra as ase aa 
rad TAA, Saha eal, TT Peal! «= PRT... 
wen fay werfira ara stfaacnt, Bra arta safer 
Wg Beaty Hea, Wa Sang ae, a at vail «=a Pa... 
fryer caret sit cht sree sit ate ae are, Para Sit alg Ae ATA 
ed Mares CaM, Hed raves cant, aaarfsed Her 4a 





This is a most valuable and 

instructive book for the 

aspirants, particularly for the 

devotees of Lord Siva. It is full 

of instructions on practical 

Sadhana for attaining 
Siva-tattva or God-realisation. 

The secrets of Siva Tandava, Sakti Yoga, etc., are very nicely 
presented. The translation of the Saiva Upanishads ts a beautifu 
addition. The lives of Siva Acharyas, the Bhaktas and the 
Nayanars are inspiring and soul-stirring. A study of their lives wil 
make one’s life sublime and holy. 





Up to this time there has been no such presentation on this 
subject. The philosophical portion is highly illuminating anc 
helpful to the readers. The book contains the essence of al 
Saiva Puranas. The book is written in a very lucid and clear style 
lt must be studied by all religious-minded persons as it is of solic 
worth from the spiritual point of view. 
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